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TO  THE 


PRESIDENT, 

PROFESSORS, 
AND    ALL   THE  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

ANCIENT  AND  ROYAL  FOUNDATION, 

KING'S  college, 


GENTLEMEN, 

You  have  been  the  means 
of  foftering  my  humble  endeavours  to  perform  that 
exalted  duty  pra&ifed  by  the  good  Samaritan,  of 
healing  and  fuccouring  the  afflicled- 

You  have  dignified  me,  by  your  approbation  of 
my  refearches  into  the  Efculapian  art,  and  by 
conferring  on  me  that  Academic  Honor,  bellowed 
only  on  the  ftudious. 

Permit  me  then,  in  the  moll:  unreferved  and  mod 
refpe&ful  manner,  to  lay  before  you  the  refult  of 

thofe 
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ihofe  ftudies,  the  happy  difcovery  of  a  Medicine, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  may  advance  a  long  wilhed-for 
defideratum  in  phyfic. 

In  ftriving  to  poffefs  the  Godlike  principle  of 

relieving  nature,  and  expelling  difeafe,  I  have  only 

done  that  part  which  my  fituation  enjoined,  but 
which  your  countenance  fanftioned ;  I  am  happy 

in  evincing,  by  afliduity  in  my  profeffion,  my 

gratitude  to  you ;  and  I  fliall  always  be  ambitious 

to  approve  myfclf,  with  due  deference, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obliged, 

And  mod:  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

EBENEZER  SIBLY. 


N°.  1 5  Upper  Titchfield  Street, 
Fitzroy  Square,  London, 
Auguft  25,  1796. 
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PREFACE. 


IN  tJtis  MIRROR,  every  Patient  may  behold,  not  only 
the  true  picture  of  his  own  diforder,  zvhether  heredi- 
tary or  accidental — chronical  or  acute — but  may  alfo  per- 
ceive the  direct  and  obvious  road  to  an  immediate  cure j 
particularly  in  relaxed  and  debilitated  conjiitutions ;  in  lowr 
nefs  of  fpirits,  and  zveaknefs  of  nerves;  in  fcrojihula, 
rheumatifm,  and  gout-,  and  in  all  complaints  which 
have  their  fource  in  a  tainted  or  corrupted  fate  of  the 
blood,  in  vitiated  lymph,  or  in  fpafmodic  affetlions  of  the. 
nervous  fluid,  irritating  the  mufcular  fyftem,  the  brain, 
and  vital  organs  of  the  human  machine. 

The  tender  and  bluflung  female,  zvhether  married  or 
Jingle,  may  here  difcern  the  admirable  fruclure  of  her 
frame,  and  its  natural  indifpofitions ,  with  ample  directions 
how  to  conduct  her/elf,  zvithout  zvounding  her  delicacy  by 
communicating  her  fymptoms^  her  fears,  or  her  apprehen- 
fions,  to  the  rude  fcrutiny  of  pretended  friends. 

The  country  doctor  and  profejfional  accoucheur,  if  he 
dare  diveji  him/elf  of  pecuniary  viezvs — and  the  affluent 
lord  or  lady  of  the  manor,  if  Jlored  zvith  benevolence  of 
heart — may  here  viezv  a  ready  tneans  to  fop  the  anguijh 
of  the  tortured  patient ;  and  to  relieve  the  poor  difeafed 
hujbandman,  zvhoj'e  avocation  fubjetts  him  alike  to  tire 
feverities  of  all  feafous,  and  to  that  infinite  variety  offch- 
nefs,  arifing  from  alternate  cold,  heat,  fatigue,  and  zvant 
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of  proper  food  and  clothing,  which  is  every  where  felt 

among  our  village  poor. 

Above  all,  the  brave  and  generous  uncomplaining  fea- 
man,  who,  fubjetled  to  the  ravages  of  the  [curvy,  yet 
cheerfully  braves  the  thunderbolts  of  tvar,  and  in  fpite 
of  winds  and  waves  keeps  from  our  peaceful  Jhores  the 
devajiations  of  hoftility — the  poor  unprotected  foldier 
alfo,  zvho  JJirinks  not  from  the  fanguinary  charge,  but, 
regardlefs  both  of  danger  and  death,  bleeds  in  his  coun- 
try's caufe,  are  furely  the  firjl  objects  of  medical  care  and 
comfort.  Their  perilous  Jituation,  in  the  doubtful  chance 
of  war,  powerfully  folicits  us  in  their  favour,  draws  out 
our  compajfion  to  feel for  their  fufferings,  melts  us  at  every 
new  picture  of  their  dijirefs,  and  urges  us  to  fearch  out  the 
balmy  oil  of  the  good  Samaritan,  to  heal  their  bleeding 
wounds.  In  this  Mirror,  fttch  a  balm  is  difcovered ; 
which,  if  applied  in  time  to  gun-Jhots,  fab  s,  and  zvounds, 
may  be  the  means  of  preferving  to  their  relatives  and 
friends,  fome  thoufands  of  valuable  members  of  fociety. 


THE 


"THE 


MEDICAL  MIRROR; 


OF  THE  HUMAN  IMPREGNATION. 


TN  the  exercife  of  Our  three-fold  duty,  to  Gov, 
to  our  neighbour,  and  to  ourfelves;  in  contem- 
plating the  works  of  creation  and  the  Word  of  God, 
unfolded  to  us  by  the  light  of  reafon  and  fcripture  • 
by  analogy,  medical  experiments,  chymiftry,  and 
anatomy,  we  ate  enabled  to  trace  the  human  eco- 
nomy farther  in  her  retirement,  and  deeper  in  her 
occult  retreat,  than  fome  medical  men  are  willing 
to  fuppofe. 

Impoverished  by  a  falhionable  flile  of  living,  and 
driven  to  a  neceffity  of  multiplying  potions  and 
fees,  their  object  is  not  to  heal,  but  to  nourifh  the 
feeds  of  human  infirmity.  The  truth  of  this  re- 
mark has  been  but  too  often  experienced,  and  in- 
deed confessed  by  fome,  in  thofe  awful  moments 
when  diffimulation  would  be  vain.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  arraign  the  profeffional  character  in  its  ge- 
neral capacity ;  it  is  only  the  medical  locufts  that 
I  with  to  eradicate ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  every 
good  man  in  the  faculty,  would  with  heart  and 
hand  aflift  me  in  fo  laudable  ra  purfuit.  It  was 
principally  with  this  view,  and  to  affift  private  fami- 
lies in  the  moments  of  extremity,  that  I  was  in- 
duced to  offer  thofe  ftmple  modes  of  cure  and 
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felf-prefervation,  fo  amply  difpenfed  in  my  edition 
of  the  Family  Phylician :  and  my  prefent  pur- 
pofe  being  to  make  that  book  ftill  more  com- 
plete, I  fliall  here  explain  the  nature  of  human  ge- 
neration, and  the  true  principles  of  animal  life,  that 
I  may  from  thence  deduce  the  origin  of  hereditary 
difeafes,  and  point  out,  with  more  facility,  thofe 
which  are  accidental.  In  this  Treat ife  alfo,  I  fliall 
endeavour  to  furnifh  my  readers  with  fuch  obvious 
directions  for  efchezving  the  evil,  and  choofing  the  good, 
which,  if  refolutely  followed,  will  notfail  to  preferve 
health  and  long  life,  and  prove  of  no  fmall  benefit 
to  future  generations. 

When  God  created  Adam,  he  made  him  a  fum- 
mary  of  the  world's  fabric,  an  abftra£t  of  the  Di- 
vine nature :  in  man,  he  ended  his  work  :  on  man, 
he  ftamped  his  feal,  and  the  fign  of  his  power; 
and  imprinted  on  him  his  own  image  and  fuper- 
fcription,  his  enfign,  and  his  portraiture.  God  faid, 
"  Let  us  make  man  in  our  own  image,  after  our  own 
tikenefs."  In  the  creation  of  man,  God  feemeth  to 
deliberate,  and  take  counfel  with  Himfelf*,  how  to 
epitomize  and  gather  together  all  his  works  into  fo 
fmall  a  compafs ! — to  contract  his  vaft  book  of  -cre- 
ation into  fo  minute  a  volume  !  Man  is  called  the 
microcofm,  or  little  world;  the  recapitulation  of 
all  things ;  the  ligament  of  angels  and  beafts ;  hea- 
venly and  earthly ;  fpiritual  and  corporal ;  the  per- 
fection of  the  whole  work,  and  the  honour  and  mi- 
racle of  nature !  In  him  was  alfo  planted  feeds, 
of  that  divine  effence  requisite  to  propagate  the 

*  The  three  principles  of  the  Divine  Effence,  in  which  EC- 
fence  thefe  three  principles  are  united.  Theplogifts  call  them 
Father,  Son,  Holy  Ghoft.  The  Naturalift,  Matter,  Spirit,  Mo- 
tion. The  Chymift,  Salt,  Sulphur,  Mercury.  The  Anatomifr, 
Body,  Blood,  Spirit.  The  Botanift,  Subftance,  Fragrance,  Sap. 
But  the  Philofopher  comprehends  them  all,  and  fcarcheth  out  this 
Triune  power,  this  first  great  cause,  from  the  animal, 
vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  and  with  his  intellectual  facul- 
ties, foars  into  the  setherial  regions,  and  exclaims  with  David, 
"  Whither  can  I  go  from  thy  prcfence  ?" 
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human  life  and  soul.  Theologifts  may  contradift 
me,  yet  I  will  not  fo  much  derogate  from  the  wif- 
dom  and  omnipotence  of  the  Creator,  as  to  fuppofe 
he  fhould  watch  the  impregnation  of  every  human 
female,  and  by  fo  many  feparate  and  diftinft  afts 
of  his  power,  give  life,  fpirit,  and  foul  to  the  foetus. 
The  Creator  of  man,  viewing  with  unbounded 
forefight  the  purpofes  before  him  by  one  aft  of  his 
omnipotence,  blended  in  this  firft  man  all  the  fa- 
culties of  the  human  and  celeftial  nature;  and, 
without  any  doubt,  when  he  was  formed  one,  in 
God's  exprefs  image,  he  poflefTed  the  means  of 
propagating,  from  his  own  eflence,  beings  like  him- 
felf.  It  is  here  difficult  to  afTociate  the  imperfect 
ideas  of  human  reafon  with  the  mechanifm  of  Di- 
vine wifdom ;  and  yet  our  conceptions  may  in 
fome  degree  unravel  the  myfteries  of  nature  by 
caufes  and  '{peculations,  which,  in  proportion  as 
they  captivate  our  fenfes,  and  raife  our  admiration, 
excite  in  us  a  reverential  awe  of  futurity,  and  a 
grateful  fenfibility  of  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of 
Him  who  gave  us  being. 

From  the  evidence  of  fcripture,  it  is  indifputably 
clear,  that  in  the  perfon  of  Adam  the  male  and  fe- 
male properties  were  originally  combined* ;  as  in- 
deed we  now  find  them  in  many  fpecies  of  the 
lower  clafs  of  animals;  confequentjy  the  expref- 
fion  of  ytale  and  female,  does  not  neceffarily  imply 
two  diftinft:  bodies.  In  Genefis  i.  27,  we  read,  that 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  i.  e.  of  perfection; 
including  or  containing  the  prolific  or  generating 
powers,  which  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  expreflion 
ot  male  and  fema/e;  and  GOD  bJeJJcd  them,  i.  e.  thefe 
male  and  female  properties,  and  /aid  unto  them,  In- 
creafe  and  multijily,  and  rejilenijh  the  earth,  i.  e.  with 
beings  like  Adam;  for  this  benedifition,  and  this 

*  Man  being  compofed  of  three  eflences  and  four  elements, 
had  the  aftive  principle  of  cold  and  heat,  and  paffive  piin- 
dpleof  unvwEss  and  M.OISTJKE,  inherent  in  bhnielf. 
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command,  were  antecedent  to  the  formation  of  Eve, 
as  every  one  rauft  know  who  reads  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  chapters  of  Genefis. 

In  this  plural  capacity,  therefore,  Adam  received 
the  bleffm'g  of  God,  when  he  faid  unto  him,  Be 
fruitful  and  multiply,  and  replenifi  the  earth,  and  fubdne 
it ;  and  have  dominion  over  the  fijli  of  the  fea,  and  over 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  &c.  The  fix  days  creation  was 
now  completed;  and  on  the  feventh  day  God 
refted  from  all  his  work ;  and  having  formed  Adam, 
and  breathed  into  his  noftrils  the  breath  of  life,  he 
became  a  living  foul.  God  alfo  planted  the  garden 
of  Eden,  and  put  the  man  into  it,  to  till  it,  and  to 
drefs  it;  and  God  commanded  the  man,  faying,  Of 
every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  may  eft  freely  eat ;  but  of  the 
tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  JJialt  not  eat 
of  it ;  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eat  eft  thereof,  thou  Jlialt 
furely  die.  Gen.  ii.  27. 

Let  us  here  remark,  that  all  thefe  tranfactions, 
injunctions,  and  commands,  had  pafled  before  Eve 
was  formed,  or,  in  other  words,  before  the  male  and 
female  eflences  were  feparated  and  made  the  effen- 
tial  parts  of  two  diftinct  perfons.  Adam  likewife, 
before  this  event  took  place,  was  appointed  God's 
viceroy  over  all  earthly  things,  both  animate  and 
inanimate;  the  very  elements  being  made  fubjeel 
to  him ;  for  he  zvas  formed  more  noble  than  the  angels, 
and crozvned  with  glory  and  honour;  i.  e.  having  the 
peculiar  advantage  of  multiplying  his  ozvn  race.  He 
was,  as  to  his  external  form,  moulded  of  celeftial 
aether;  confequently,  created  upright,  fcarcely 
touching  the  earth,  and  quite  oppofite  to  the  ve- 
getable plant,  whofe  root  is  therein  fixed;  far  differ- 
ent alfo  from  the  beast,  who  is  a  mean  between  a 
plant  and  himfelf,  and  goeth  downwards,  his  two 
extremes  tending  to  the  bounds  of  the  horizon; 
this  upright  gait  belonging  only  to  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  as  the  holieft  and  mod  divine  creature ;  his 
head  'elevated  towards  the  heaven,  on  which  he 
looks  and  contemplates  with  grateful  adoration, 
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the  omnipotence  of  his  Creator ;  he  was  formed 
naked,  being  pure ;  delicately  made  up  of  thin  fub- 
tle  well-tempered  and  feafoned  humours,  and  pre- 
vioully  to  his  fall,  his  body  emanated  rays  of  bright- 
nefs  and  fplendour,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  our  ideas 
furnifh  of  Mofes  and  Elias  when  they  converfed 
with  God.  His  reafoning  faculty,  and  living  foul, 
were  formed  of  the  eternal  eflence  or  Tintture  of 
the  Divinity;  being  nothing  lefs  than  what  is 
termed  the  breath  of  GOD,  that  fpark  of  immorta- 
lity which  generates  the  foul,  and  is  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  chara£teriftic  between  man  and  heart.  For,  al- 
though brute  animals  inherit  the  five  fenfes,  and 
poffefs  an  inftin£r.  to  direct  them  in  the  choice  of 
food,  and  to  impel  the  propagation  of  their  fpe- 
cies,  yet  thefe  are  only  fenfes  formed  from  the  out- 
birth,  or  four  elements  of  nature ;  and  not  from  the 
ejfence  or  tintlure  of  the  Divinity,  out  of  which  the 
foul,  the  mental  intellect,  reafon,  fenfe,  and  under- 
standing are  all  formed ;  for  man  was  endowed  by 
his  mind  to  penetrate  into  the  effences  of  all 
things,  comprehending  at  one  view,  its  origin  and 
property,  and  to  make  a  transfer  of  the  fame,  to  pof- 
teri  ty.  "  For  with  the  powers  which  GOD  hath  endoived 
man,  with  the  fame  jwwers  fliall  he  multiply  his  race." 

From  the  foregoing  paffages  we  are  warranted  to 
infer,  that  the  original  man  was  poffeffed  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  foul,  and  rational  intellect,  for  the  purpofe  of 
propagating  their  intellection  to  all  future  generati- 
ons. By  the  force  of  this  rational  intellect,  or  eternal 
fpirit,  unclouded  by  the  deformity  of  fin,  he  knew 
and  perceived  the  nature  and  property  of  every  ani- 
mated being ;  and  ; to  exercife  this  intellect,  God 
brought  before  him  every  created  thing,  to  fee 
what  he  would  call  them;  and  whatfoever  Adam 
called  them,  that  was  the  name  thereof.  He  knew  and 
perceived  the  nature  and  quality  of  all  animals; 
and  according  to  their  defignation  and  fubje£tion 
to  the  external  elements,  fo  he  afligned  them  thofe 
cjiaraclers  which  they  have   ever  fince  borne. 

Adam, 


MEDICAL  MIRROR. 


Adam,  however,  in  his  primeval  frate,  was  not 
himfelf  under  the  influence  of  celeftial  or  terref- 
trial  elements;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
fubjecl  to  his  controul.  He  was  immortal ;  they 
corruptible.  They  fprung  out  of  Time.,  and  were 
elemented ;  he  fprung  from  the  limbus  of  Eternity  j 
and  into  eternity  the  divine  effence  or  fouls  propa- 
gated from  him,  muft  indifputably  return. 

But  man,  thus  created  in  honour  and  immorta- 
lity, abideth  not.  The  purpofe  of  his  creation  was 
to  fill  the  place  of  the  rebel  angels ;  and  hence  Lu- 
cifer became  his  mortal  foe.  This  fallen  fpirit  had 
entered  the  gate  of  Eden,  and  was  preparing  to  fe- 
duce  Adam,  when  the  Almighty  conftituted  the 
left  of  his  obedience ;  for  having  endowed  him  with 
a  free-ivill,  an  innate  power  of  choofing  good  or  evil, 
and  of  multiplying  his  fpecic,  it  was  but  rcafonable 
to  expect  from  him  an  implicit  obedience,  and  an 
angelic  race.  He  that  is  alone  eternal  and  omni- 
potent, could  not  but  forefec  the  fubfequent  event ; 
and  it  is  his  fuprcme  goodnefs  to  counteract  evil, 
by  preventing  its  won't  confequences.  Forcfccing 
that  the  prolific  tincture,  or  eternal  effence  of  fe- 
cundation, might  be  contaminated  by  the  malig- 
nant fpirit  of  Lucifer  infufing  itfelf  into  the  mind 
of  Adam;  wWb  then,  inftcad  of  multiplying  an  an- 
gelic race,  would  generate  devils;  and  that  were 
man  to  fall  in  this  plural  capacity,  there  was  no 
counterpart*,  no  feminine  principle,  through  the 
medium  of  which  the  ferjient's  head  eoidd  be  bruifed, 
or  a  Saviour  become  incarnate: — on  a  further 
furvey  therefore,  after  the  works  of  creation  had 
been  completed,  animals  named,  and  man  formed 
and  compounded  of  the  male  and  female  tinctures, 
God  fold,  Gen.  ii.  18.  It  is  net  good  that  the  man 
Jhoidd  be  alone ;  /  will  make  him  an  help  meet  for  him  ; 
wherefore  the  rib,  i.  e.  the  feminine  or  concejitive  ef-. 
fence,  the  soft,  mild,  and  loving  principle,  was 
taken  out  of  Adam,  and  concentrated  or  moulded 
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into  a  new  being,  called  woman.  The  emiffion  of 
this  feminine  eflence  or  tincture,  threw  Adam  into 
a  deep  fleep ;  yet  when  he  awoke  he  knew  that  an 
efTential  principle  had  departed  from  him,  and  that 
the  woman  was  bone  of  his  bone,  and  JieJJi  of  his  fiefti ; 
not  having  been  created,  but  formed  out  of  kimfelf 
whereby  he  only  retained  the  fiery  property,  the 
animating  principle,  or  active  power  of  generation; 
whilll  the  rudiments  or  feeds  of  future  beings  were 
configned  to  the  matrix  of  the  woman;  cold  and 
moiit  of  the  watry  property.  Here  then  individual 
generation  ceafed ;  and  Adam,  without  the  counter- 
part of  himfe/f,  had  no  longer  power  to  increafe  and 
multiply.  Thus  the  two  tinctures,  or  divine  ef- 
fences,  animating  and  compounding  foul  and  body, 
were  divided ;  and  by  means  only  of  a  re-union,  or 
contact  of  thofe  tin&ures,  could  generation  then,  - 
or  now,  be  performed.  It  is  on  this  ground  that 
the  male  and  female  affe£tions  are  continually 
turned  towards  each  other ;  and  that  the  defire  of 
love  and  union  fo  ftrongly  pervades  every  indivi- 
dual of  the  human  race.  Hence  alfo  the  Temp- 
ter's reafon  for  beguiling  Eve,  and  hence  the  fe- 
ducing  power  of  love,  which  determined  Adam  to 
mare  in  all  the  horrors  of  her  crime,  fo  pathetically 
and  affe&ingly  defcribed  by  Milton,  in  his  Para- 
dife  Loft. 

The  fatal  confequences  of  the  fall,  we  mod  fen- 
fibly  feel,  and  univerfally  deplore.  The  earth 
fhook  from  her  foundations.  The  order  of  nature 
was  quite  inverted.  The  <etherial  and  terreftrial 
elements,  which  before  were  fafliioned  in  harmony, 
and  afted  in  unifon,  were  now  difcordant,  intem- 
perate, and  furious.  Brute  preyed  upon  .brute, 
and  bird  invaded  bird.  The  delicious  fruits  and 
flowers  of  of  Paradife,  were  exchanged  for  thorns 
and  thirties,  and  a  poifon  injected  by  thofe  jarring 
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elements,  into  every  green  herb*.  The  ferenity  of 
a  pellucid  and  fmiling  firmament,  was  convulfed 
by  the  thunders  of  an  incenfed  Deity,  by  forked 
lightnings,  by  contending  feafons,  by  devouring 
winds,  and  impetuous  dorms.  Whilft  man,  un- 
grateful man,  from  the  privilege  of  holding  thefe 
elements  in  fubje£Hon,  became  fubjefted  to  them ; 
and  hence  fubjecl:  to  all  the  perils  and  misfortunes 
of  his  fallen  nature. 

Here,  then,  began  the  conflict  of  the  human  pa£ 
lions,  as  violent  and  ungovernable  as  the  elements 
themfelves.  Here  the  toil  and  labour  of  the  man, 
who  mould  earn  .his  bread  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow* 
and  the  tears  and  travail  of  the  woman,  who  fliould 
conceive  in  pain  and  forrow,  had  each  their  fource. 
Here  likewife,  the  dark  catalogue  of  human  infir- 
mities, of  difeafe,  and  death,  had  its  too  early 
date  ;  yet  to  this  aera,  which  gave  birth  to  our  ma- 
nifold misfortunes,  muft  we  look  for  that  benign 
fource  of  alleviation  and  cure,  which  the  confiliatory 
hand  of  Providence  has  gracioufly  afforded  to  thofe 
who  will  feek  for  them ;  for  out  of  the  ground  hath 
the  LORD  caufed  medicine  to  grow ;  and  he  that  is  wife 
will  not  defpife  them ;  for  zviih  fuch  doth  he  heal  men, 
and  taketh  away  their  pains.    Eccl.  xxxviii.  4,  7. 

Since,  by  his  fall,  man  became  fubjecl:  to  the  ele- 
ments, and  their  feven  rulersf,  from  thefe  he  re- 
ceives the  conftitution  of  his  body;  but  his  reafon- 
ing  intellect,  and  fpi ritual  foul,  are  derived  from 
the  pure  effence  or  tincture  of  the  Deity,  originally 
mfufed  into  the  feed  of  man.    To  the  violence  ancl 

*  By  this  appears,  what  neceffity  there  is,  for  every  herb  made 
life  of  for  medicine,  to  be  diverted  of  its  grofs  and  deadly  pro- 
perty by  chymical  purification. 

f  The  moiftening  influx  of  the  moon  a£te  on  the  marrow  of 
the  brain.  Venus  has  her  power  in  the  genital  parts:  eloquence 
3s  derived  from  volatile  Mercury.  The  Sun  hath  a  great  affinity 
to  the  heart,  and  governs  the  vital  principle  :  Mars,  the  author  of 
choler,'has  hisrefidence  in  the  gall;  Jupiter  in  the  liver,  the  foun- 
tain of  nutritive  blood;  and  the  fpongy  milt,  the  receptacle  of 
melancholic  humours,  is  the  chief  refidence  of  Saturn. 
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impurity  of  the  elements,  we  owe  the  diforders  of 
the  body ;  to  the  temptations  and  allurements  of 
Satan,  we  juftly  impute  the  difeafes  of  the  fouh 
Yet  by  due  attention  to  our  reafoning  faculty,  it  is 
no  hard  talk  to  preferve  health,  or  prolong  life,  to 
the  term  of  its  natural  diffolution;  whilft  by  the 
powers  of  the  mind,  and  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
we  may  ftill  avoid  the  poifon  of  fin,  and  become 
members  of  that  glorious  kingdom,  which  is  the 
fure  reward  of  the  good  and  virtuous. 

The  imperfections  and  difeafes  of  the  body, 
therefore,  beginning  with  Adam,  are  confequent- 
ly  tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity;  and  may  be  di- 
vided into  hereditary ',  and  accidental.  Hereditary 
complaints  proceed  from  a  certain  defe£t  of  the 
animal  powers,  or  imperfect  ftate  of  the  fanguife- 
rous  fyfterh,  at  the  time  of  copulation.  The  acci- 
dental, confift  of  all  fuch  maladies  as  are  commu- 
nicated by  the  difcordant  or  putrid  ftate  of  the 
elements,  not  only  during  the  time  the  child  is  en- 
compaffed  in  the  womb,  but  from  its  birth,  to  the 
lateft  hour  of  its  exigence.  And  it  might  here  be 
obferved,  that  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  both  he- 
reditary and  accidental  difeafes,  depends  almoft  en- 
tirely on  the  purity  or  impurity  of  the  blood.  For  if 
pure,  in  both  male  and  female,  at  the  time  of  im- 
pregnation, the  foetus  will  be  naturally  ftrong  and 
healthful.  So  likewife,  if  after  parturition,  and 
during  life,  care  be  taken  to  keep  the  blood  in  an 
uncontaminated  and  elaftic  ftate,  we  fhall  not  only 
avoid  the  common  effects  of  exceffive  cold,  heat, 
and  moifture,  but  efcape  that  direful  train  of  acute 
difeafes,  communicated  by  putridity  and  infection ; 
or,  fliould  they  by  chance  attack  us,  the  effe61  be- 
comes flight  and  temporary.  A  circumftance  this, 
which  furely  ought  to  weigh  perpetually  on  the 
minds  of  thofe,  who  know  how  to  value  the  bluf- 
fing of  health,  or  would  wifli  to  live  a  long,  an  ac- 
tive, and  a  pleafant  life.  This  is  therefore  a  fpecu- 
lation  of  that  high  importance,  that  I  mall  now 
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fhew  how  hereditary  complaints  are  communi- 
cated in  the  aft  of  copulation — how  increafed  and 
foftered  in  the  womb — how  accidental  difeafes 
follow  and  grow  up — and  how  both  thefe  enemies 
to  the  health  and  happinefs  of  mankind  may  be 
prevented  or  overcome. 

In  that  union  of  the  fexes  to  which  we  are  in- 
ftinftively  impelled ;  or  rather,  in  the  union  of  thofe 
effences  or  tinctures  peculiar  to  the  generative  or- 
gans of  the  male  and  female,  in  the  contact  of 
which  the  firft  moments  of  human  exiftence  com- 
mence, the  moft  whimfical  and  abfurd  theories 
have  been  fet  up.  No  branch  of  phyfiology  has 
been  more  expofed  to  cenfure  and  miftake.  While 
the  phenomena  of  the  heavens,  of  the  earth,  and 
even  of  the  human  mind  itfelf,  are,  traced  with  a 
fteady  hand,  and  with  all  the  dignity  of  philofophy  ; 
the  functions  of  the  human  body,  in  health  as  well 
as  under  difeafe,  though  expounded  with  a  profu- 
fion  of  fantaftical  erudition,  appear  in  almoft  as 
much  doubt  and  darknefs  as  in  the  days  of  Para- 
celfus. 

Let  us  then  proceed  to  review  the  mode  by 
which  generation  is  accomplifhed.  I  have  in  my 
former  writings  explained  the  fyftems  of  Buffon 
and  of  Lewenhoek,  in  their  fpeculations  on  the 
animalcula;  found  in  the  feed  of  man,  and  in  that 
of  brute  animals  ;  I  have  alfo,  in  the  Medical  Part 
of  my  Family  Phyfician,  fhewn  the  mode  by  which 
generation  is  performed,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  ac- 
tion itfelf,  and  to  its  general  effecl:.  I  fliall  now 
confider  it  in  a  new  light,  as  it  concerns  the  pro- 
pagation of  foul  and  body,  and  of  family  temper, 
likenefs,  and  difeafe;  but  as  the  female  organ  is  fo 
materially  concerned  in  the  myfterious  a£t  of  gene- 
ration, and  in  all  its  confequences,  I  fhall  here  take 
up  the  reafoning  of  a  late  ingenious  author,  whofe 
opinion  of  the  action  and  powers  of  the  female  ge- 
nerative parts,  exaclly  coincides  with  my  own. 
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The  extremity  of  the  uterine  fyftem,  without  the 
nymphae,  feems  not,  except  from  its  aperture,  and 
the  lafcivious  fufceptibility  of  its  texture,  materially 
requifite  to  generation.  Immediately  within  the 
nymphae,  the  vagina,  or  great  canal  of  the  uterus, 
begins.  Before  coition  has  difturbed  its  propor- 
tions, it  is  generally  about  five  or  fix  inches  long ; 
and  when  thrown  into  a  circular  form,  without  vi- 
olent diftention,  its  diameter  is  about  a  fixth  part 
of  its  length.  But  as,  in  coition,  the  vagina  is  the 
immediate  receptacle  of  the  penis,  it  is  capable  of 
great  diftention,  and  may  be  rendered  of  very  con- 
Jiderable  capacity.  In  general,  however,  after 
frequent  contacl,  this  canal  becomes  much  fhorter, 
but  more  proportionably  increafed  in  its  diameter; 
yet  being  contrived  by  its  organization  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exciting  titillation  and  pleafure,  it  can  and 
does  accommodate  itfelf  to  whatever  fize  is  necef- 
fary  clofely  to  embrace  the  penis  in  the  a6r.  of  co- 
pulation. 

At  the  upper  extremity  of  this  canal,  the  uterus 
or  womb  is  feated.  It  is  of  a  pyramidal  form,  with 
its  apex  towards  the  vagina.  Its  greateft  length, 
in  virgins,  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  inches; 
and  its  width  is  fcarcely  one ;  its  internal  cavity 
mufl  therefore  be  very  fmall.  It  is  conne&ed  to 
the  vagina  or  great  canal  by  a  paffage  fo  fmall,  that 
a  bodkin  or  ftilet  cannot  be  introduced  without 
much  difficulty.  In  the  broad  or  upper  extremity 
of  the  womb,  the  ovaria  are  feated.  Their  fub- 
ftance  is  fpongy,  and  they  contain  an  indefinite 
number  of  vehcles  of  a  duikifti  femi-tranfparent 
quality,  the  involucra  of  which  are  diftin£t,  and 
fimilar  to  the  general  fubftance  of  the  ovaria. 
Thefe  veficles  are  the  ova  or  eggs,  which  contain 
the  rudiments  of  the  foetus,  of  temperature,  cold 
and  moift,  and  which  muft  abfolutely  be  impreg- 
nated with  the  male  feed,  containing  the  fire  fpirit, 
before  it  can  be  pofTible  for  generation  to  take 
place. 
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Now  it  has  been,  and  is,  the  common  opinion, 
that  when  venereal  embraces  take  place,  the 
whole  genital  fyftcm  of  the  male  being  thrown 
into  action  by  libidinous  defire  and  violent  friction, 
by  this  exertion  the  femen  is  thrown  with  confide- 
rable  vehemence  from  the  penis,  and  is  either 
forced  through  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and  at- 
tracted by  the  ovaria ;  or,  that  it  is  received  by  the 
Fallopian  tubes,  and  conveyed  by  them  through  a 
variety  of  convolutions,  till  by  their  fimbriae  they 
are  conducted  to  the  ovaria,  in  the  manner  I  have 
already  fully  defcribed  in  the  Medical  part  of  my 
Family  Phyfician;  all  which  tedious  and  compli- 
cated procefs  is  alledged  to  take  place  in  the  injlant 
of  coition- 
Others  again  fuppofe,  that  the  internal  orifice  of 
the  womb  becomes  open  and  pervious  during  the 
exertion  and  enjoyment  of  copulation,  and  that  the 
glans  of  the  penis  abfolutely  pafs  into  the  cavity  of 
the  womb,  and  eject  the  feed  immediately  upon 
the  ovaria.  To  each  of  thefe  theories  there  appear 
infuperable  objections.  In  refutation  of  the  firft, 
we  need  only  obfcrve,  that  the  vagina,  from  its 
ftructure,  and  from  its  organization  in  the  act  of 
venery,  is  difpofed  ftrongly,  and  in  every  part,  to 
embrace  the  penis ;  and  as  the  glans  muft  thereby 
be  clofelv  furrounded,  although  it  reaches  not  in 
every  perfon  to  the  furtheft  limits  of  the  vagina;  the 
flight  and  momentary  impetus  of  the  femen  will 
thus  be  very  effectually  refifted,  if  not  totally  fub- 
dued.  If  the  penis  be  not  of  magnitude  fufricient 
to  occupy  the  vagina  to  its  full  extent,  the  unoccu- 
pied fpace  muft  be  fomehow  diftended ;  and,  let 
this  vacuum  be  what  it  will,  its  refiftance  muft  be 
effectual ;  and,  if  it  be  not  diftended,  the  power  or 
preffure  which  occafions  its  collapfe,  will  over-ba- 
lance the  impetus  of  the  femen.  But  fuppofing 
the  virile  member  in  all  cafes  to  be  fo  exactly  pro- 
portioned as  to  occupy  the  whole  length  of  the 
uterine  canal,  which  however  we  know  is  not  the 
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cafe ;  yet  from  what  principle  mall  we  afcertain 
that  the  feminal  tube  of  the  penis,  and  the  apex  of 
the  womb,  mall  be  made  fo  exa£f.Jy  to  correfpond 
as  to  become  continuous  ?  The  femen,  in  the  event 
of  coition,  is  doubtlefsly  thrown  out  by  the  penis 
with  fome  force,  though  this  force  will  always  de- 
pend upon  the  vigour  of  the  male  organs,  and 
therefore  muft  vary  from  the  loweft  to  the  higheft 
degree  of  vigour  of  which  thofe  organs  can  be  fuf- 
ceptible.  But  even  allowing  the  glans,  penis,  and 
apex  of  the  womb,  to  fall  into  exact  contact  upon 
due  penetration,  and  that  the  male  feed  is  always 
ejected  with  confiderable  force  from  the  penis,  and 
the  vagina  to  be  no  barrier  to  the  progrefs  of  it, 
yet  how  is  it  to  force  its  way  into  the  cavity  of  the 
womb  ?  The  aperture  which  leads  from  the  vagi- 
na, or  great  canal  into  the  womb,  is  in  fact  no  aper- 
ture at  all.  During  menftruation,  indeed,  it  is  per- 
vious ;  but  even  then,  it  is  only  capable  of  admit- 
ing  a  very  fmall  probe ;  and  this  is  no  argument 
that  it  is  naturally,  and  at  other  times,  pervious. 
How  often  too  has  this  aperture  been  entirety 
blocked  up  by  preternatural  obftructions,  and  con- 
ception neverthelefs  taken  place  ?  Inftances  of  this 
have  often  occurred;  and  the  precifion  and  autho- 
rity with  which  they  are  recorded  by  different  prac- 
titioners, leave  no  room  to  evade  the  argument. 
Hence  this  mode  of  impregnation  appears  not  only 
highly  objectionable,  but  utterly  impoffible  ;  having 
no  correfpondence  with  the  human  ftruct.ure,  or 
with  the  economy  of  Nature. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  appear  idle  to 
profecute  any  farther  refutation  of  the  progrefs  of 
the  male  feed  by  the  Fallopian  tubes,  or  through 
the  mouth  of  the  womb.  But  as  authors  of  the 
greateft  refpectability  have  believed  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  tubes,  and  tell  us  they  have  even  feen 
it  there,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  enquire  how 
far  this  is  afcertainable.  Trie  Fallopian  tubes, 
through  which  the  femen -is  faid  to  pafs,  originate, 
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by  very  minute  perforations,  through  the  fundus  of 
the  womb ;  and,  encreafing  rapidly  in  their  diame- 
ters, their  capacities,  when  dilated,  may  be  about 
the  third  part  of  an  inch,  where  they  approach  the 
ovaria.  Here,  again,  they  fuddenly  contradt,  leav- 
ing only  a  fmall  opening,  while  their  main  fub- 
ftance  is  ftill  continued,  and  is  expanded  into  that 
plaited  or  jagged  fringe  called  the  fimbriae,  which 
is  contiguous  to  the  ovaria*.  I  mall  now  alk,  by 
what  law  in  nature,  by  what  effort  of  it,  is  the 
male  femen  to  be  conducted  through  this  conical 
and  convoluted  canal  ?  Can  the  femen  now  poffefs 
any  aftive  force,  to  introduce  itfelf  through  the  ri- 
gid perforations  of  this  organ,  and  td  overcome  the 
collapTe  o£  the  tubes?  The  ftimulating  power  of 
the  femen  muft  foon  be  loft  in  a  veffel  which  it  has 
not  power  to  diftend;  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  it 
capable  of  afting  in  a  direction  completely  oppo- 
fite  to  what  is  the  acknowledged  office  of  the 
tubes.  It  muft  be  by  irritability  that  the -ovum  is 
conveyed  into  the  uterus  from  the  ovaria  ;  and  we 
know  no  veflels  in  any  part  of  the  body  whofe  ac- 
tion is  double  and  contrary.  This  fyftem  therefore 
has  every  appearance  of  improbability.  But  we  are 
told,  by  fome,  that  they  have  actually  feen  the  male 
femen  in  its  unaltered  ftate,  lodged  in  the  Fallopian 
tubes.  Thefe  fagacious  authors  might  as  prudent- 
ly have  affirmed,  that  they  had  feen  fnow  upon  the 
canal  in  Hyde  park  at  Midfummer.  They  did  not 
know,  or  did  not  choofe  to  recolle£t,  becaufe  it 
made  againft  a  pre-conceived  opinion,  that  the  hu- 
man feed,  when  fubje£ted  to  heat,  efpecially  to 
fuch  a  moift  and  natural  heat  as  thofe  parts  con- 
ftantly  afford,  foon  lofes  its  fpiffitude  and  tenacity, 
and  becomes  very  fubtilly  fluid,  and  almoft  colour- 
]efs.    Befides,  it  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  that 

*  See  the  Medical  Part  of  my  Family  Phyfician,  page  i  y, 
89,  97,  &c.  where  all  the  parts,  both  male  and  female,  are  ana- 
tomically defcribed. 
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a  confiderable  part  of  the  femen  is  almofl  always, 
immediately  after  coition,  rejected  by  the  female. 
When  we  attend  to  the  many  inftances  of  credulity 
and  impofition  in  the  theories  of  generation,  we 
need  not  marvel  at  the  aptitude  and  facility  with 
which  pretended  difcoveries  creep  into  notice,  and 
the  folemnity  with  which  they  obtrude  themfelves 
into  fyftems. 

All  the  foregoing  arguments  againft  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  a  pervious  communication  between  the  va- 
gina and  the  uterus,  are  alfo  conclufive  againft  the 
fuggeftion,  that  the  penis  in  the  act  of  coition  pe- 
netrates into  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  Nor  is  the 
aflertion  of  thofe  who  contend  that  this  orifice,  by 
the  turgidity  of  the  parts  during  coition,  naturally 
opens  and  dilates  itfelf  to  receive  the  male  feed, 
marked  with  the  leaft  degree  of  probability.  How 
is  this  dilitation  of  the  orifice  to  be  effected  ?  Though 
the  whole  uterine  fyftem,  during  the  venereal  act, 
be  rendered  ftiff  and  turgid  by  animal  defire  and 
influent  blood,  yet  it  is  more  probable  that  this 
turgidity  would  rather  comprefs  than  dilate  the 
orifice ;  and  the  ftrufture  and  texture  of  the  womb 
feem  exceedingly  unfavourable  to  fudden  dilitation 
by  any  means  whatever.  In  an  unimpregnated  or 
virgin  ftate,  the  womb  is  fo  fmall  that  its  fides  coa- 
lefce  or  adhere  together,  and  it  has  no  hollow  ap- 
pearance whatever ;  though,  from  the  texture  and 
elafticity  of  its  fabric,  it  may  be  thrown  into  a  glo- 
bular form,  which  will  conftitute  a  cavity.  But  in 
coition,  with  all  its  occult  and  uncommon  pheno- 
mina,  what  charm  have  we  left  to  overcome  this 
coalefcence,  and  form  this  cavity,  by  opening  or 
feparating  the  membranous  fides  of  the  womb  ? 
Will  it  here  be  faid,  that  the  forcible  ejection  of  the 
male  femen  will  effect  this  purpofe?  or  that  the  ftifF 
and  turgid  ftate  of  the  penis  itfelf  will  force  its 
way  into  a  fabric  fo  remote  and  delicate  ?  Though 
females  may  entertain  fanguine  ideas  of  thefe 
things,  we  mult  fuppofe  that  the  vigilant  anatomift, 
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toiling  through  the  unalarming  and  chilly  organs 
of  the  dead,  ou°:ht  to  fumiih  a  more  rational  hv- 
pothehs,  whence  to  deduce  the  active  principle 
and  admirable  procefs  of  the  human  impregnation. 

Authors  have  been  always  casrer  to  eftabliih  the 
certainty  of  a  considerable  afflux  of  blood  to  the 
female  organs,  and  confequent  turgidity  during 
the  voluptuous  communication  of  the  fexes ;  and 
this  has  been  a  wonderful  prop  to  many  abfurd 
conjectures.  This  afflux,  and  confequent  turgi- 
dity, they  fuppofe  originates,  like  the  ereftion  of 
the  penis,  from  the  ftrength  of  libidinous  ideas, 
and  other  locally  irritating  caufes ;  and  is  intended 
by  nature  to  induce  a  tenfion  in  the  female  organs, 
that  the  progrefs  of  the  femen  may  thereby  be  fa- 
cilitated. This  tenfion,  again,  they  fuppofe  in- 
duces fome  kind  of  conftn&ion,  which  is  faid  to 
fupport  the  action  of  the  different  parts  of  the  ge- 
nital fyftem,  but  particularly  of  the  Fallopian  tubes. 
Thefe  tubes,  it  is  faid,  are  remarkably  diftended 
during  coition,  by  the  blood  milling  into  the  nu- 
merous veflels  which  creep  between  their  coats, 
by  which  means  they  are  erected,  and  their  fim- 
briated terminations  applied  to  the  ovaria;  and  it 
is  gravely  added,  that  directions  of  pregnant  wo- 
men, and  the  comparative  anatomy  of  brutes,  cor- 
roborate the  opinion.  Were  it  not  for  the  ferious 
refpect  with  which  this  anatomical  obfervation 
hath  for  a  length  of  time  been  favoured,  no  body 
furely  would  be  at  the  pains  of  detecting  the  ab- 
furdity.  Allowing  that  this  turgidity,  with  all  its 
concomitant  circumftances,  really  happens  in  the 
living  fubject,  how  can  it  poffibly  exift  in  a  carcafe 
flaccid  with  death,  and,  as  is  always  the  cafe  in  a 
human  anatomized  body,  where  death  mull  have 
taken  place  fome  confiderable  time  before  ? 

But  this  turgidity,  though  it  fometimes  may  hap- 
pen, and  yet  in  a  degree  very  limited  to  what  is 
alledged,  does  not  always  happen;  and,  when  it 
really  does  take  place,  it  feems  rather  to  be  the 
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companion  and  encourager  of  libidinous  gratifica- 
tion, than  a  principal  and  eflential  promoter  of 
conception  To  many  women  the  male  embraces 
are  uncommonly,  if  not  extremely  indifferent ;  and 
to  fome  they  are  abfolutely  difagreeable ;  yet  evert 
thefe  women  are  prolific.  There  is  no  difficulty  in 
fuggefting  a  veiy  fufficient  and  natural  reafon  why 
the  parts  of  the  female,  dire£ily  fubjefted  to  the 
^(Stion  of  the  penis,  during  the  venereal  congrefs, 
mould  become  turgid  with  influent  blood,  and 
fometimes  be  conftri&ed.  Nature,  though  fhe 
feem  in  general  unfriendly  to  exceffive  lull,  yet 
fometimes  permits  it;  and  thefe  are  the  means  flic 
feems  to  have  appointed  for  heightening  it.  Be- 
sides, it  is  proper  that  the  animal  inftin£t,  which 
prompts  the  reproduction  of  the  fpecies,  fhould  not 
be  disappointed  in  its  gratification,  however  brutal 
thefe  fenfations  and  ideas  may  appear  to  the  pu- 
rified philofopher.  Thefe  means  then,  however 
they  may  contribute  to  the  mutual  fenfibility  of 
the  fexes,  in  the  voluptuous  gratification  of  ani- 
mal pleafure,  appear  to  have  no  real  influence  on 
the  procefs  of  generation,  after  the  venereal  con- 
grefs has  ceafed ;  nay,  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
that  their  action  or  influence  does  not  extend  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  vagina,  except  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  the  general  fyftem,  even  during 
that  congrefs.  If  an  afflux  of  blood  to  thefe  parts 
were  always  to  be  attended  with  thefe  effe£te, 
what  violence  muft  the  ovaria  be  expofed  to  by 
reiterated  coition,  and  by  every  return  of  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge !  During  the  menftrual  afflux,  a 
very  confiderable  diftention  muft  furely  take  place 
over  the  greateft  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  ge- 
nital fyftem;  and,  as  this  turgidity  is  the  principal 
reafon  alhgned  for  the  a£tion  of  the  tubes,  by  what 
means  are  the  fimbriae  diverted  from  exercifing 
thofe  funftions,  which  turgidity,  though  from  ano- 
ther caufe,  at  another  time  fo  fuccefsfully  infti- 
gates  ?  Alio,  how  happens  it  that  grateful  copula- 
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tion  is  not  always  productive,  and  the  contrary  ? 
That  the  fimbriae,  in  every  venereal  aft,  do  not 
operate  upon  the  ovaria,  and  thereby  produce  more 
foetufes,  or  a  wafte  of  the  ova?  and  that  the  organs 
themfelves  are  not  incapacitated,  or  diminifhed  in 
their  energy,  by  fuch  repeated  exertions  ?  We 
have  every  reafon  then  to  conclude,  that  the  ten- 
lion  and  conftriclion  of  the  female  organs,  induced 
by  the  afflux  of  blood  during  coition,  if  of  confe- 
quence,  are  intended  folely  to  promote  animal  gra- 
tification ;  and  that  they  have  no  direct  influence 
on  the  actual  progrefs  of  the  femen  through  the 
above-defcribed  communications  to  the  ovaria. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  certainly  no  way  equivo- 
cal, that  the  femen  cannot,  in  any  manner,  be  ap- 
plied to  the  ovaria  by  means  of  the  fimbria?  5  that 
it  cannot  afcend  or  advance  through  the  convolu- 
tions of  the  Fallopian  tubes ;  that  it  cannot  divari- 
cate and  traverfe  the  compreffed  uterus ;  and  that 
it  cannot  even  effect  a  paffage  through  the  rigid 
bulwark  of  the  cervix  uteri.  The  probability  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  aura  feminalis  through  the  fame 
paths  is  deftroyed  by  the  fame  arguments  ;  and  the 
whimfical  opinions  founded  on  the  prefence  of  ani- 
malcules in  the  femen,  and  on  the  organic  bodies 
fumifhed  by  the  femen  of  both  fexes,  and  uniting 
in  the  uterus,  as  far  as  this  alledged  aperture  is 
concerned,  muft  Hand  or  fall  by  the  fame  fate.  It 
may  however  feem  flrange,  that  a  doftrine  fo  an- 
cient, and  fo  univerfally  believed,  fhould  be  fo 
eafily  overthrown ;  and  it  may  furnifh,  to  the  fpe- 
culative  reader,  unfavourable  ideas  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  medical  literature.  He  may  indeed  won- 
der, that,  though  every  fcience  has  become  rational 
and  refpeclable  by  the  exertions  of  various  culti- 
vators, medicine  atone  has  been  able  to  refift  the 
diligence  of  a  thoufand  years ;  although  it  has  been 
wrefted  from  the  hands  of  nurfes,  and  its  profefnoa 
become  dignified  and  lucrative,  it  can  fcarcely  be 
faid,  at  this  day,  to  afford  one  unqueftionable  idea. 

In 
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In  the  volumes  of  phyfiology,  compiled  by  the 
moft  learned  phyficians,  and  drawn  from  the  moft 
learned  fources,  will  the  unconcerned  philofopher 
find  the  dogmata  of  medicine  confiftent  with  na- 
ture, or  with  common  fenfe. 

But  fince  the  femen,  in  fome  fhape  or  other, 
contains  that  animating  principle  which  is  indif- 
penfibly  neceffary  to  generation;  and  fince  the 
ovaria  as  indifputably  produce  fomething  from 
whence  a  living  creature  is  to  be  difclofed,  it  be- 
comes de  monftrably  clear,  that  the  influence  of  the 
male  feed  muft  be  powerfully  incorporated  with 
the  female,  and  directed  to  the  ovaria,  before  this 
effect  can  poflibly  take  place.  We  have  already 
feen  how  this  cannot  happen ;  let  us  now  endea- 
vour to  point  out  a  rational  medium  by  which  it 
may  be  accomplished.  For  this  purpofe  we  muft 
again  return  to  the  vagina,  or  canal  of  the  uterus, 
as  being  the  principal  organ  on  the  part  of  the  fe- 
male, which  actually  contributes  to  propagation; 
and  without  the  full  and  complete  ufe  of  which, 
impregnation  cannot  take  place.  It  therefore  de- 
mands a  very  minute  and  attentive  inveftigation. 

The  vagina  is  elaftic,  and  fomewhat  membra- 
nous, compofed  of  mufcular  fibres,  blood-veffels, 
nerves,  and  lymphatics.  It  commences,  from  be- 
neath, at  the  nympha?,  and  riling  obliquely  about 
five  inches,  is  loft  upon  the  uterus.  Its  capacity  is 
very  different  in  different  fubjecls,  and  in  no  very 
diftant  periods  of  life  in  the  fame  fubjeel.  A  very 
refpeclable  anatomift  finifhes  his  defcription  of  it 
by  faying,  it  is  "  tnembro  virili  fecundum  omnes  dimen* 
fiones  accommodabilh."  Its  inner  membrane,  though 
yery  uneven,  is  delicately  fmooth,  and,  from  its 
nervous  texture,  excjuifitely  fenlible;  the  outer 
membrane  is  more  fpongy  and  mufcular;  and,  the 
whole  body  of  the  canal  is  very  plentifully  fupplied 
with  blood-veffels,  nerves,  and  lymphatics.  We 
know  little  more  of  the  lymphatics  of  thefe  parts, 
than  that  they  are  more  proportionally  nume- 
rous 
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rous  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  Thofe 
which  originate  in  the  exterior  parts  of  the  female 
genital  fyftem,  traverfe  the  inguinal  glands,  while 
the  deep-feated  ones  take  a  much  more  direft 
courfe  to  their  place  of  union  with  the  lacteals; 
but  of  thefe  we  mail  be  more  particular,  when  we 
adduce  our  obfervations  in  favour  of  a  very  pow- 
erful abforption  fubfifting  in  the  vagina. 

The  entrance  into  the  canal  of  the  uterus  from 
without,  is  guarded  by  the  nymphae,  which  form 
an  eminence  on  each  fide,  fo  peculiarly  conftrutted 
and  arranged,  that  we  mint  think  lightly  of  the 
phyfiologift  who  could  fuppofe  them  to  be  only 
appendages  in  office  to  the  urethra.  Indeed,  as 
nature  frequently  operates  more  than  one  end  by  a 
particular  ftru£ture,  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  limit 
the  fecondary  or  inferior  offices  which  the  nymphse 
may  promote ;  but  we  fee  much  reafon  to  believe 
them  created  to  affift  powerfully  in  preventing  the 
fpeedy  efcape  of  the  male  femen,  and  thereby  ex- 
pofing  it  longer  to  the  action  of  the  abforbent  fyf- 
tem. A  multitude  of  circumftances  corroborate 
this  belief;  and  it  will  not  be  impaired  by  the  alle- 
gation, that  thefe  ridges  by  no  means  conftitute  a 
regular  and  complete  valve.  Immediately  within 
this  barrier,  a  ftru£ture,  on  the  fame  principles  as 
thofe  of  the  nymphas,  but  more  elegant  and  pow- 
erful commences ;  and  it  is  continued  over  the  fur- 
face  of  the  vagina,  gradually  growing  finer,  till  it 
is  loft  in  fmoothnefs  near  the  upper  extremity  of 
the  canal.  This  ftruclure  is  the  ruga?  of  the  va- 
gina, fo  accurately  drawn  and  defcribed  by  Haller 
and  others;  but  degraded  by  fome  anatomifts,  who 
mark  it  only  as  ufeful  in  exciting  venereal  enjoy- 
ment, or  admitting  expanfion  during  coition  and 
parturition.  It  is  infmuating  a  mean  and  difgrace- 
ful  reflection  on  the  important  order  and  operations 
of  nature  to  fuppofe,  that  thefe  rugae,  which  are 
not  cafually  arranged,  but  are  regulated  with  as 
much  precifion  and  uniformity  as  we  can  trace  in 
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any  other  part  of  the  general  fyftem ;  I  fay,  it  is 
nugatory  and  prefumptuous  to  affert,  that  this  in- 
tricate, extenfive,  and  beautiful  arrangement,  has 
been  fo  minutely  laboured  for  no  other  purpofe, 
but  merely  to  excite  a  greater  titillation  during  the 
grofs  and  libidinous  commerce  of  the  fexes,  and  a 
greater  extenfion  during  parturition.  This  ftruc- 
fure  may  indeed  promote  fecondary  purpofes ;  but 
it  is  intended  for  much  nobler  ends.  Had  thefe 
rugae  been  conftru£ted  merely  for  fimple  contrac- 
tion and  dilitation,  they  would  have  covered  equally 
the  whole  furface  of  the  vagina,  which  certainly 
does  not  happen ;  neither,  if  thefe  had  been  their 
principal  ufes,  would  they  be  fo  foon  and  fo  eafily 
obliterated.  We  believe,  then,  that  the  rugae  of 
the  vagina  are  thus  contrived  principally  to  pro- 
tract the  femen  in  that  vifcus,  after  the  penis  is 
withdrawn,  and  thereby  to  favour  abforption; 
efpecially  as  the  qualities  of  the  femen  coincide 
wonderfully  with  thefe  intentions. 

The  femen,  at  it  is  fecreted  from  the  blood  in  the 
tefticles,  is  very  different  from  that  heterogeneous 
mixture  which  is  expelled  by  the  urethra  in  coi- 
tion; though  by  the  alteration,  its  fecundating 
quality  is  not  improved.  When  it  is  conveyed  into 
the  veficles  it  is  of  a  thin  confidence,  of  a  pale  yel- 
lowifh  colour,  and  little  in  quantity.  In  thefe  ve- 
ficles it  is  fomewhat  infpiffated,  and  its  colour 
heightened;  and,  after  it  is  mixed  with  the  liquor 
of  the  proftrate  glands,  it  becomes  lb'll  thicker, 
and  of  a  more  whitifh  colour,  This  confidence 
which  the  femen  acquires  in  its  progrefs,  from  the 
tefticles,  may  produce  other  flight  properties;  but 
the  principal  intention  of  it,  feems  to  be,  to  cor- 
refpond  more  effectually  with  the  abforbent  power 
of  the  vagina:  for  thus,  by  the  increafed  tenacity 
of  the  femen,  the  remora  of  its  fecundating  part 
muft  be  protracted  in  the  vagina,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  the  abforbents  are  allowed  more  time  to  at- 
tach thofe  active  fubtle  parts  intended  to  be  car- 
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ried  mto  the  circulating  fyftem.  We  may  add 
here,  in  order  farther  to  confirm  the  opinion  con- 
cerning the  ufe  of  the  tenacity  of  the  femen,  that 
when  too  little  of  this  mucilage  is  derived  from  the 
glands,  or  when  it  is  of  a  depraved  or  thin  quality, 
and  of  a  cold  nature,  inftead  of  a  warm,  vivifying, 
and  quickening  property,  by  which  defect,  the 
whole  mixture  efcapes  the  machinery  of  the  va- 
gina too  rapidly,  and  hence  coition  becomes  un- 
productive. This  is  the  feminal  ferofity,  as  it  is 
called,  held  to  be  one  of  the  few  caufes  of  fterility 
in  man.  And  we -may  add  farther,  that  when  the 
confent  and  power  of  procreation  begins  to  fail  on 
the  part  of  the  woman,  the  crenulations  of  the 
vagina  are  then  always  vifibly  decayed,  whether 
affected  by  the  advances  of  age,  or  by  imprudently 
reiterated  venery.  But  what  are  we  to  think  of  a 
very  refpectable  author,  who  gravely  tells  us,  that 
the  femen,  by  ftagnation,  and  by  the  addition  of 
the  cream-like  liquor  of  the  proftrate  glands,  is 
better  fuited  to  the  projecting  effort  of  the  urethra 
in  the  event  of  coition.  Indeed  it  is  not  to  be  de- 
nied, that  the  increafe  in  quantity  of  the  feminal 
mixture  may  enable  the  projectile  power  of  the 
urethra,  with  its  aiding  mufcles,  to  act  with  greater 
efficacy ;  but  a  boy  would  laugh  in  my  face  were  I 
to  tell  him,  that  by  adding  to  the  weight  and  tena- 
city of  water,  his  fquirt  would  throw  it  much  far- 
ther. To  act  in  concert,  then,  with  thefe  unques- 
tionable qualities  of  the  femen,  the  furface  of  the 
vagina,  by  means  of  its  rug£e,  from  their  elevation 
and  arrangement,  muft  have  a  very  confiderable 
effect  in  heightening  the  remora  we  have  defcribed. 
jNo  doubt,  if  nature  only  had  in  view  the  preven- 
tion of  the  regrefs  of  the  femen,  we  might  have 
met  with  a  much  Ampler  mechanifm ;  but  as  to 
this  part  very  different  offices,  and  all  of  them  ma- 
terial, were  allotted,  it  has  been  intricately  quali- 
fied for  them  all.  Thus,  upon  the  whole,  we  fee 
an  admirable  difpofition  in  the  femen,  and  in  the 
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furface  of  the  vagina,  to  facilitate  and  promote  the 
action  of  the  abforbent  veffels. 

Though  the  abforbent  fyftem  has  not  been  traced 
with  the  fame  minutenefs  and  fuccefs  which  have 
followed  the  inveftigation  of  the  fanguiferous  fyf- 
tem, it  is  however  known  to  be  very  general,  and 
very  powerful,  and  it  is  remarkably  fo  in  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis.  How,  otherwife,  is  that  effufion' 
which  is  conftantly  going  on,  in  order  to  lubricate 
the  whole  genital  fyftefn  in  the  female,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  coalefcence  or  concretion  of  its  fides,  re- 
fumed  ?  In  thofe  unfortunate  females  whofe  men- 
fes  have  taken  place,  but  in  whom  like  wife  the 
expuhion  has  been  prevented  by  the  unruptured 
hymen,  or  by  unnatural  membranes  blocking  up 
the  pafiage,  much  of  the  blood  has  always  been 
reforbed ;  and  in  thofe  whofe  difeafes  has  exifted 
long,  and  where  the  thick  parts  of  the  blood  have 
begun  to  be  broken  down,  the  colluvies  has  been 
reforbed,  and  a  train  of  fymptoms  induced,  not  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  mere  turgidity  which  this 
obftruclion  occafioned.  The  infection  and  pro- 
grefs  of  fyphilis,  or  confirmed  lues,  not  only  eftablifh 
the  certainty  of  a  very  rapid  and  powerful  abforp- 
tion  in  the  vagina,  but  alfo  exhibit  the  prevailing 
influence  of  the  irregularities  of  its  furface.  It  is 
furcly  very  evident,  that  the  chief  application  of 
the  venereal  virus,  whether  in  gonnorrhcea  or  fy- 
philis, but  efpecially  in  gonnorrhcea,  mull  be  near 
the  farther  extremity  of  the  vagina,  though  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  the  ulcerated  glans  may  often 
affect  the  exterior  parts  by  its  introduction  j'but  in 
a  confirmed  lues,  the  fundus  of  the  vagina  is  rarely 
the  feat  of  ulcer,  and  it  is  never  affected  in  gonnor- 
rhoea.  Here  the  furface  of  the  vagina  being  moftly 
fmooth,  the  poifon  runs  downwards,  till,  falling 
upon  the  rugze,  it  is  there  intercepted  and  retarded. 
Here  then  the  poifon  is  multiplied,  and  leifurely 
applied  to  the  mouths  of  the  lymphatics,  through 
which  it  is  carried  into  the  blood ;  where  aflimi- 
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lating  together,  it  contaminates  the  whole  mafs. 
Though  the  progrefs  of  the  fyphilitic  poifon  is  not 
always  thus  regular,  the  variations  do  not  affect  this 
opinion.  When  the  lymphatics,  and  their  glands, 
are  vigorous  and  eafily  permeable ;  when  the  appli- 
cation of  the  venereal  virus  is  within  the  nymphse ; 
and  when  it  is  fufficiently  active,  the  firft  fpmp- 
toms  of  difeafe  arife  from  general  contamination; 
and  were  this  poifon  always  very  mild,  and  taken 
up  by  the  abforbents  within  the  nymphas,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  the  whole  mafs  would  almoft  always 
be  difeafed,  without  much  chance  of  ulcer  or  pre- 
ceding bubo.  But  there  are  many  circumftances 
which  tend  to  retard  the  fpeedy  abforption  of  fy- 
philitic virus,  even  when  it  is  extremely  active; 
and,  among  thefe,  the  inflammation  which  in  ge- 
neral it  mult  induce,  is  not  perhaps  the  leaft  confi- 
dcrable ;  but  thefe  cannot  affect  the  abforbtion  of 
the  feminal  fluid  of  the  male.  The  fyphilitic  virus 
too,  may,  from  the  laxity  and  lubricity  of  the  va- 
gina, (a  circum  fiance  very  general  in  immodeft 
women,)  not  only  efcape  abforption,  but  may  be 
carried  outwards,  to  exercife  its  energy  on  the  ex- 
ternal parts.  It  is  partly  from  thefe  reafons,  that 
immodeft  women  are  fo  little  difpofed  to  concep- 
tion, and  that  modeft  women,  when  fubjected  to 
venereal  infection,  generally  experience  the  more 
latent  and  violent  fpecies  of  this  difeafe.  As, 
therefore,  a  greater  furface  of  abforbents  is  ex- 
pofed  in  the  female  to  the  contaminating  influence 
of  the  difeafed  male  organs,  and  as  the  greaU  it 
part  of  the  female  genital  fyftem  has  a  much  rea- 
dier intercourfe  with  the  blood  than  through  the 
inguinal  glands,  we  meet  with  this  fpecies  of  fy- 
philis  much  oftener  in  women  than  in  men.  The 
cure  of  fyphilis,  too,  by  fpecific  remedies  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina,  fully  demonftrates  the 
ftrength  and  activity  of  the  lymphatics  in  this  ca- 
nal. Is  there  then  a  ready  and  eftablifhed  commu- 
nication, for  difeafe  and  for  its  remedies,  between 
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the  vagina  and  the  general  circulating  fyftem  of 
the  blood;  whilft  a  mild  fluid,  yet  pofleffed  of  ac- 
tivity infinitely  beyond  that  of  any  poifon,  and  cre- 
ated for  the  higheft  and  beft  of  purpofes,  is  not 
permitted  to  traverfe  the  fame  channels?  Many 
other  corroborating  circumftances,  both  in  fa£l  and 
in  analogy,  might  be  adduced  here,  were  not  thefe 
arguments  in  themfelves  conclufive. 

In  a  due  ftate  of  health  there  is  what  may  be 
called  an  interline  motion  in  the  blood,  occasioning 
and  promoting  its  commixture,  as  well  as  its  fepa- 
ration.  In  all  general  difeafes,  and  even  in  many 
which  are  called  local,  this  interline  commotion  is 
heightened,  diminiihed,  or  deranged;  and  in  the 
exanthematous  or  eruptive  diforders,  it  muft  be 
remarkably  fo.  In  fyphilis,  though  this  difeafe  is 
not  direclly  exanthematous,  there  muft  be  excef- 
five  difturbance,  and  certain  depravation  prevailing 
throughout  the  whole  fyftem,  before  fuch  complete 
dellruclion  can  be  brought  upon  it.  In  thofe  cafes 
of  difeafe — whilft  vehement  infection,  with  its  fatal 
confequences,  is  overturning  all  before  it.  we  have 
always  found,  that  milder  infections  could  make 
no  imprefTion.  Hence  the  practitioner  never  hefi- 
tates  to  ingraft  the  fmall-pox,  though  the  patient 
may  have  already  received  the  difeafe,  either  by 
natural  contagion,  or  by  prior  inoculation :  hence 
a  milder  difeafe  is  often  removed  by  a  feverer  one ; 
hence  flow  confumption  is  always  retarded,  and 
often  overcome,  by  fecundation ;  and  hence  fecun- 
dation itfelf,  as  the  feebler  ftimulus,  is  often  pre- 
vented by  the  anticipating  difturbance  of  fyphilis, 
or  of  fimilar  difeafes  vehemently  pre-occupying 
the  circulating  fyftem.  It  is  this  anticipation,  this 
prior  poffeffion  and  change  in  the  circulating  blood, 
which  reafonably  and  emphatically  accounts  for 
the  want  of  influence  in  the  human  femen  upon 
the  female  after  impregnation  has  fully  taken  place, 
or  while  the  mother  is  providing  milk.  And  we 
might  account  for  the  production  of  twins,  triplets, 
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and  thofe  rare  inftances  of  more  numerous  pro- 
geny, from  the  fame  circumftances.  One,  two,  or 
more  ova  may  indeed  be  fo  ripe  as  to  meet  com- 
pletely the  fecundating  impulfe  of  the  male  femen 
at  one  time ;  and  it  is  perhaps  more  ftrange  that  the 
different  foetufes  mould  be  maturated  and  expelled 
about  the  fame  time,  than  if  a  greater  period  in- 
tervened between  the  expulfion  of  each;  and 
might  not  a  fecond  intercourfe  of  the  fexes  be 
fuccefsful,  when  the  female  circulating  mafs  was 
not  fully  pre-occupied  by  the  influence  of  the  firft? 
But  the  extent  and  influence  of  prior  infection,  or 
impregnation  of  the  blood,  has  been  better  ob-r 
ferved  in  the  venereal,  than  in  any  other  difeafe,  or 
natural  occurrence .  Women  whofe  general  fyftem. 
is  vitiated  by  the  fyphilitic  virus,  are  always  inca- 
pable of  conception ;  or  if  the  vitiation  is  not 
complete,  but  in  a  flight  degree,  an  imperfect  fe- 
cundation may  take  place ;  but  its  product  fails 
not  to  demonftrate  the  want  of  energy,  and  the 
unqualified  ftate  of  the  mother,  from  whence  it 
drew  its  principal  arrangement.  Thefe  ideas  are 
corroborated  by  the  mode  of  cure  adopted  in  the 
circumftances  we  have  been  defcribing,  and  by  the 
general  effe£ts  of  it. 

Thus  we  have  endeavoured,  and  we  hope  with 
fuccefs,  to  eftablifh  the  truth  of  a  ftrong  power  of 
abforption  in  the  genital  fyftem  of  the  female,  ori- 
ginating in  the  vagina ;  and  a  difpofition  in  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood,  to  be  affected  according  to 
the  properties  of  what  may  be  mingled  with  it. 
And  as,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  anatomical  know- 
ledge, we  have  no  right  to  fufpe£t  any  other  mode 
than  this  of  abforption,  by  which  the  unrejefted 
and  finer  parts  of  the  femen  can  in  any  fhape,  and 
with  any  effect,  be  determined  towards  the  ovaria, 
let  us  fee  how  this  can  be  farther  afcertained  by 
what  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  the  effect  of  the  ab- 
forbed  femen,  and  the  future  appearances  of  im- 
pregnation. 
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In  human  creatures  the  evolution  of  all  their 
parts  is  gradual,  and  the  work  of  time.  From  the 
moment  in  which  the  ovarian  nucleus  receives  the 
vivifying  impulfe  from  the  femen,  till  the  period 
of  puberty ;  from  the  dawn  of  its  exiftence,  to  the 
completion  of  its  figure  and  its  powers;  its  altera- 
tions are  fo  many,  and  fo  varied,  that  our  idea  of 
the  germ  is  not  recognizable  in  that  of  the  infant, 
and  our  idea  of  the  infant  again  is  loft  in  that  of 
the  perfect  animal.  A  gelatinous  particle,  without 
neceffary  form  and  texture,  becomes  a  ftupendous 
fabric,  fo  intricate  and  elaborate,  though  at  the 
fame  time  perfect  and  complete,  that  human  inge- 
nuity and  reafon  have  toiled  almoft  fruitlefsly  for 
thoufands  of  years  in  inveftigating  the  progrefs. 
It  has  indeed  been  averred  by  fome,  that  all  the 
different  organs  of  the  animal  in  its  complete  ftate 
are  original  and  diftintt  in  the  embryo,  and  are 
only  unfolded  and  rendered  more  evident  by  its 
increafe.  This  furely  is  not  the  cafe.  The  animal 
is  certainly  endowed  with  the  power  of  com^ 
pleting  itfelf;  and  can,  from  inorganized  parts, 
produce  an  organized  ftruclure.  The  parts  are 
only  evolved  and  perfected  as  they  become  ufeful 
in  the  different  ftages ;  and  the  evolution  of  many 
of  them  can  be  prevented  without  the  deftruction 
of  life,  or  exceffive  prejudice  to  thofe  already 
evolved.  If  the  different  organs,  or  rather  princi- 
ple, are  at  firft  perfect,  why  are  thofe  effects  which 
depend  upon  them  not  perfect  alfo?  Why  is  the 
ftate  of  infancy  a  ftate  of  idiotifm?  why  is  the 
temper  of  youth  capricious  and  flexible  ?  and  why 
the  temper  and  paffions  of  the  adult  but  barely 
jdifcernible  in  the  preceding  ftages? 

Being  of  opinion  then,  that  the  different  organs 
are  matured  only  as  they  become  requifite  and  ne-: 
ceffary ;  confequently,  we  confider  that  the  evolu-r 
tion  of  the  generative  organs  in  both  fexes  mult 
be  among  the  laft  efforts  of  the  increafe  and  com- 
pletion of  the  body.  This  evolution  could  not  have 
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taken  place  earlier.  If  it  had,  the  mind  must  have- 
been  affe&ed  by  fuch  impulfes  as  announce  the 
maturation  of  thefe  organs,  by  which  we  know  the 
mind,  body,  and  foul,  are  connected.  In  the  male, 
the  foundation  and  powers  of  maturation,  of  that 
strength,  and  of  thofe  more  rational  qualities 
which  belong  to  him,  are  faid  to  ripen  with  pu- 
berty: hence  communication  with  the  female,  be- 
fore thefe  are  finally  arranged  and  fecured,  proves 
inefficient,  and  intails  upon  him  debility  both  of 
body  and  mind.  The  fame  position  holds,  as  far  as 
the  fame  ends  are  concerned,  with  refpeft  to  the 
female  ;  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  nature  could 
be  fo  idly  eccentric,  as  to  punifh  the  female  with  a 
difpolition  or  propenfity  to  procreate,  before  the 
body  were  capable  of  undergoing  the  various  difor- 
ders  and  dangers  of  pregnancy  and  parturition. 
For  the  fame  reafons,  none  of  the  ordinary  organs 
of  fenfe  are  qualified  to  receive  or  communicate 
distinct  impreffions,  till  the  brain,  the  feat  of  the 
animal  fpirit,  the  heart  the  feat  of  the  vital  fpirit, 
as  the  liver  is  of  the  natural*,  has  acquired  thofe 
properties  which  muft  fit  it  for  its  arduous  offices. 
It  is  only  when  the  different  organs  of  fenfe  have 
been  completely  evolved,  and  all  their  parts  found 
and  juft,  that  the  power  of  the  mind  is  effectuated 
and  eftablifhed.  This  faculty,  though  it  feem  ef- 
fentially  different  from  reafon,  is  no  doubt  the 
origin  of  it;  for  the  extenfion  of  common  fenfe, 
from  memory,  or  rather  from  comparifon,  and  what 
may  be  called  the  balance  of  the  fenfes,  constitute 
what  is  called  reafon  and  judgment.  While  the 
organs  are  incomplete,  from  infancy  or  from  dif- 
eafe,  their  communication  with  the  understanding 
is  alfo  incomplete.  Thofe  who  have  been  bom 
blind,  or  whofe  eyes  have  been  destroyed  in  in- 
fancy, before  they  were  become  ufeful,  have  none 

*  It  is  obfervable,  that  as  long  as  thefe  fpirits  are  in  harmo- 
ny, fo  long  the  foul  is  confined  to  the  body,  but  immediately  as 
they  are  difunited,  death  i8  the  confequence, 
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of  thofe  ideas  which  depend  upon  the  eye  ;  it  is 
the  fame  with  the  deaf,  and  in  all  cafes  of  idea  de- 
pending upon  one  fenfe :  and  we  may  add,  the  early 
caftrated  have  no  comprehenfion  of,  or  propenfity 
to,  the  gratifications  of  love.  Do  not  thefe  things 
iliew— and  a  thoufand  other  circumftances  might 
he  adduced  to  ftrengthen  the  proof — that  the  mind 
acquires  its  powers  only  as  the  parts  of  the  body 
are  unfolded,  and  confirmed ;  that  the  body  is  per- 
fected only  as  the  mind  is  qualified  to  receive  its 
impreflions;  and  that  the  parts  of  the  body  are 
perfected  by  one  another? 

During  infancy  and  youth,  ftrictly,  the  ovaria  are 
fimple  inorganic  mafles,  partaking  of  no  more  life 
than  is  barely  fufficient  to  fuftain  them,  and  con- 
nect: them  with  that  energy  and  progrefs  of  confti>- 
tution  which  are  afterwards  to  unfold  all  their  pro- 
perties. At  the  period  of  puberty,  thus  denomi- 
nated from  the  change  which  takes  place  in  the 
genital  fyftem  at  this  time  of  life,  this  progrefs  and 
developement  of  the  ovaria  is  finiflied  by  nature ; 
and  thefe  bodies  are  generated,  and  completed 
within  them,  which  will  exift  without  impregna- 
tion by  the  male,  but  which  this  impregnation 
alone  can  finally  maturate  and  evolve.  That  thefe 
bodies  are  not  generated  at  an  earlier  date,  ana- 
tomy as  well  as  reafon,  founded  on  the  foregoing 
arguments,  allure  us;  and,  that  the  ova  of  all  the 
foetufes,  which  the  female  is  afterwards  to  produce, 
are  generated  at  that  time,  feems  equally  certain. 
Though  this  change  in  the  ovaria  is  the  moft  elfen- 
tial,  the  whole  genital  fyftem  alfo  undergoes  a  very 
material  change.  The  limple  alterations  of  ftruc- 
ture  and  dimenfions  in  the  different  parts  of  this 
fyftem,  though  they  are  neceffary  and  fubfervient 
to  generation  and  parturition,  yet  they  are  not  fo 
material,  either  to  our  purpofe,  or  in  themfelves, 
as  to  require  a  minute  defcription.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  cafe  with  refpecl:  to  the  menfes. 
It  is  chiefly  with  a  view  to  the  nutrition  of  the 
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foetus  that  this  extra-fanguification  in  the  female  is 
provided  by  nature ;  which  is  determined  to  the 
genital  fyftem,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other 
fluids  are  determined  to  other  outlets ;  but  as  the 
continued  drilling  off  of  this  extra  blood  would  be 
exceedingly  inconvenient  and  difgufting,  nature 
has  prepared,  as  it  were,  aciftern  for  its  reception. 
What  may  be  fufHcient  to  bring  on  the  haemorrhage, 
however,  is  only  accumulated  ;  and  the  general  re- 
dundancy, induced  by  the  obftru&ion  and  accu- 
mulation, fubfides  gradually  as  the  haemorrhage 
goes  on.  This  is  the  manner  of  menftruation  in 
the  unimpregnated  female,  and  thefe  are  the  rea- 
fons  why  it  affumes  a  periodical  form.  In  the  im- 
pregnated female  again,  the  preparation  of  extra 
blood  Mill  continues,  but  its  confumption  becomes 
very  different.  By  the  extenfion  of  the  uterus,  and 
the  wafte  occafioned  by  the  nourifhment  of  the 
foetus  and  its  involucra,  the  furcharge,  or  extra 
preparation  of  blood  is  nearly  balanced,  or  taken 
up  as  it  is  prepared;  and  hence  the  periodical 
efforts  are  almoft  loft.  In  the  firft  months  of  preg- 
nancy, however,  the  uterine  fyftem  is  not  always 
able  to  confume  the  furcharge  of  blood,  and  thereby 
take  off  the  periodical  effort ;  and  hence  it  is  that 
the  lofs  of  the  foetus  happens  moft  generally  in  the 
early  months,  and  at  the  ufual  period  of  the  men- 
fes,  unlefs  fome  accident  has  fupervened.  It  is 
nearly  alfo  from  the  fame  reafons  that  mifcarriage  is 
fo  often  to  be  apprehended  in  the  latter  months  of 
pregqancy,  and  that  the  foetus  is  afterwards  ex- 
pelled from  the  womb.  When  the  foetus  has  ac- 
quired all  that  bulk  and  ftrength  which  the  capacity 
and  powers  of  the  uterus  can  confer,  and  when  a 
change  of  circulation  and  mode  of  life  becomes 
neceffary  to  it,  the  uterus  and  foetus  becomes 
plethoric;  a  general  accumulation  fucceeds;  and 
the  periodical  efforts  of  the  menfes  return.  During 
the  middle  months  of  pregnancy  the  foetus  is  in  a 
ftate  of  rapid  growth,  and  is  capable  of  confuming 
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all  the  blood  which  the  mother  can  furnifh;  but 
there  is  neither  room  nor  wafte,  in  the  latter  months, 
for  the  blood  which  the  mother  is  conftantly  pour- 
ing in;  and  hence  arifes  that  plethora,  both  in  mo- 
ther and  child,  which  is  to  inftigate  the  effort  to 
parturition,  which  occafions  the  effufion  after  par- 
turition, and  which  is  to  fupply  the  extended  cir- 
culation of  the  born  child. 

But  befides  the  utility  of  menftruation  to  the 
foetus,  there  is  a  very  evident  connection  between 
it  and  impregnation.  To  fpeak  of  it  as  a  proof  of 
the  ripened  qualifications  of  the  female,  is  to  fay 
nothing ;  its  immediate  action  is  effential  to  con- 
ception. In  the  human  female,  it  is  well  known, 
that  coition  is  almoft  only  fuccefsful  immediately 
after  this  evacuation  has  fubfided.  Who  will  re- 
concile this — and  it  is  no  modern  and  groundlefs 
obfervation — to  the  confequence  which  has  been 
afcribed  to  turgidity  and  tenfion,  which  we  have 
already  adverted  to?  Almoft  every  woman  who 
has  frequently  undergone  pregnancy,  and  who  has 
attended  judicioufly  to  the  phasnomena  of  that  fitu- 
ation,  calculates  from  the  laft  ceffation  of  the  men- 
fes.  At  this  time,  or  rather  very  foon  after,  the 
plethoric  tumult  of  the  general  fyftem  is  com- 
pletely fubfided,  and  the  abforbed  femen  gets  quiet 
and  unanticipated  poffeffion  of  the  circulating 
blood ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  gradually  return- 
ing plethora  promotes  its  a&ion,  and  perhaps  its 
determination  to  the  ovaria.  When  the  menfes 
are  interrupted,  or  profufe  and  frequent,  impregna- 
tion feldom  takes  place;  and  it  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt,  that  when  the  determination  of  this  blood  is 
towards  the  mamma?,  in  the  form  of  milk,  coition 
is  unfuccefsful ;  and  as  foon  as  its  determination  to 
the  uterine  fyftem  is  reftored,  other  things  being 
favourable,  copulation  fucceeds.  We  may  add  as  a 
known  fact,  that  continuing  to  give  fuck  after  the 
ufual  period,  will  occupy  the  plethora,  and  pre- 
vent its  determination,  in  the  form  of  blood,  to  the 
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uterine  fyftem.  It  is  an  additional  reproach  to  the 
groffnefs  of  human  nature,  that  this  practice  hath 
too  often  been  put  in  execution,  in  order  to  obviate 
conception.  Sometimes  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  conception  has  taken  place  while  the  plethoric 
determination  to  the  breads  continued.  I  am  ra- 
ther difpofed  to  believe,  that  in  fuch  cafes  its  return 
to  the  uterine  fyftem  was  recommenced  ;  for  about 
the  fame  time  the  milk,  generally  lofes  its  nutri- 
cious  and  alimentary  qualities,  and  gradually  de- 
creafes. 

But  we  have  faid  enough  to  defcribe  and  fub- 
ftantiate  thofe  parts  of  the  female,  which  puberty 
has  prepared  for  generation.    We  fhall  now  confi- 
der  its  operation  on  the  male.    It  need  not  be  re- 
peated, that  the  feminal  fluid  is  an  exceedingly 
penetrating  and  active  fluid.    Its  effects,  after  it  is 
generated,  even  upon  the  male,  demonftrate  its 
activity  and  influence,  far  beyond  the  precincts 
wherein  we  believe  it  to  be  accumulated.  After 
puberty,   its  fecretion,  even  during  indifferent 
health,  is  continually  going  on ;  and  thofe  collecti- 
ons of  it  in  its  refervoirs,  which  are  not  thrown  out 
by  venereal  exercife,  or  by  other  means  lefs  decent, 
are  reforbed  and  mingled  with  the  general  mafs. 
What  is  actually  reforbed  about  the  period  of  pu- 
berty before  the  fyftem  has  been  habituated  to,  or 
faturated  with  it,  produces  very  curious  and  re- 
markable effects  throughout  the  whole  frame.  The 
flefh  and  fkin,  from  being  tender,  delicate,  and 
irritable,  become  coarfe  and  firm ;  the  body  in  ge- 
neral lofes  its  fucculency;  and  a  new  exiftence 
feems  to  take  place.    The  voice,  a  proof  of  the 
tenfion  and  rigidity  of  the  mufcular  fibra,  lofing 
its  tendernefs  and  inequalities,  becomes  ungrate- 
fully harfh;  and  the  mind  itfelf,  actuated  by  the 
progrefs  of  the  body,  and  forgetting  all  its  former 
inclinations  and  attachments,  acquires  diftin£tly 
new  propenfities  and  paffions.    The  changes  are 
not  entirely  the  effect  of  ordinarily  progreflive  age 
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and  ftrength ;  neither  are  they  promoted  by  inter- 
courfe  with  the  world ;  for  caftration  will  anticipate 
them,  and  premature  venery,  or  even  gradual 
familiarity,  and  early  onanifm,  will  diminifh  them. 
Boys  who  have  been  fubjected  to  caftration  never 
acquire  either  that  ftrength  of  body  or  capacity  of 
mind  which  dignifies  the  complete  male  ;  and  the 
fame  cruel  and  unnatural  operation  performed  on 
brute  animals  diminiflies  their  bodily  ftrength,  their 
courage,  their  liberty,  and  the  flercenefs  of  their 
temper. 

If  fuch  are  the  effects  of  the  feminal  fluid  w.hen 
reforbed  by  the  male,  how  powerful  rauft  it  be 
when  fuddenly  mingled,  and  mo  ft  probably  in 
greater  quantity,  with  the  circulating  fluids  of  the 
attracting  female  !  Coition,  or  rather  the  abforp- 
tion  of  the  feminal  fluid  of  the  male  by  the  female, 
even  when  not  fucceeded  by  impregnation,  induces 
an  alteration  very  general  over  the  female  fyftem, 
The  local  influence  of  which  may  be  inferred  from 
the  general  change  which  it  is  capable  of  inducing 
during  complete  health;  from  the  relief  which  it 
effectuates  in  many  fpecies  of  difcafe;  and  from 
the  general  vivacity  and  cheerfulnefs  diffufed  over 
the  whole  animal  frame.  It  would  be  prolix  to  go 
over  every  difeafe  which  will  warrant  thefe  opini- 
ons ;  yet  in  the  eye  of  common  obfervation,  the 
fallow  and  inanimate  female,  by  coition,  often  be- 
comes plump  and  robuft,  beautiful  and  active; 
whilft  the  widow,  or  married  woman  deprived  of 
commerce  with  her  huiband,  gradually  returns  to 
the  imperfections  and  peculiarities  of  tingle  life ; 
and  the  ancient  virgin,  all  her  life  deprived  of  this 
animating  effluvia,  is  generally  confumed  with  in- 
firmity, ill  temper  or  difeafe.  It  is  well  known 
too,  that  the  want  of  coition  at  the  time  of  lite 
when  nature  feems  to  require  it,  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  many  diforders  in  females ;  and  that  the  ufe 
of  it  removes  thefe,  and  even  other  difeafes.  Chlo- 
rous or  the  whites  almoft  always  attack  females 
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immediately  after  puberty;  and  even  when  the  vio- 
lence of  its  fymptoms  have  not  been  difcerned  till 
a  later  period,  its  origin  can  always  be  traced  back 
to  that  time.    When  the  human  fyftem  is  com- 
pletely evolved,  and  all  its  parts  have  acquired 
their  full  growth,  a  balance  is  produced  between 
the  circulating  and  folid  fyftems ;  though,  from  the 
ideas  we  have  fuggefted  concerning  the  menfes, 
this  balance  in  the  female  cannot  ftrictly  be  called 
complete.    It  is  only  complete  in  her  when  in 
perfect  health,  and  in  an  impregnated  date;  at 
other  times,  the   catamenia,   as  preponderating 
againft  the  powers  of  the  folid  fyftem,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  their  period,  difturb  the 
equilibrium,  and  thereby  more  or  lefs  induce  a 
ftate  inconfiftent  with  perfect  health.    But  when 
the  propelling  power  of  growth  has  ceafed  before 
the  folids,  either  from  a£hial  difeafe,  or  want  of 
uniformity  in  either  period,  ©r  accefiion  with  re- 
flect to  the  progrefs  of  the  circulating  fyftem, 
have  acquired  their  proper  vigour  and  tone,  and 
when  the  catamenia  has  affumed  its  deftination  be- 
fore it  is  accompanied  by  the  general  as  well  as 
local  energy  which  is  requifite  to  expel  it,  an  uni- 
verfal  want  of  balance  comes  on;  the  blood  lofes 
its  ftimulating  influence  on  the  vitiated  folids,  and 
thefe,  in  their  turn,  a£t  feebly  on  the  diftempered 
blood.    Accordingly,  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
no  matter  whether  adopted  from  particular  theo- 
ries or  from  experience,  medicines  are  directed  to 
reftore  vigour  to  the  folids,  and  confiftence  and 
ftimulus  to  the  circulating  mafs*,    Nature  pro- 
ceeds in  the  fame  manner;  and  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  coition  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  have 
been  too  material  to  efcape  obfervation.    It  may 
be  alledged,  that  thefe  effects  depend  entirely  upon 

*  The  Doctor's  Re-animating  Solar  Tin£hire  is  particularly 
adapted  to  accomplifli  all  thefe  various  purpofes  with  defired, 
L  cffe£t. 
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local  influence ;  and  that  even  voluptuous  gratifica- 
tion, by  quieting  the  turbulence  of  paffion,  is  of 
confcquence  towards  effecting  'the  cure.  We  {hall 
not  fay  that  thefe  things  are  unavailing;  for  it  ap- 
pears that  the  relief  obtained  is  chiefly  owing  to 
the  increafed  interline  motion,  and  confequent  fti- 
mulus,  communicated  to  the  blood  by  the  abforbed 
femen,  by  which  the  folids  themfelves  are  ulti- 
mately retlored ;  and  we  are  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  becaufe  all  thefe  fortunate  circum- 
ftances  attend,  whether  coition  be  fucceeded  by 
impregnation  or  not.  Hyfterics,  and  other  difeafes, 
would  furnifli  us  with  fimilar  explanations  and 
fimilar  cures. 

Let  us- now  advance  a  little  nearer  our  object. 
It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that,  in  whatever  manner  the 
femen  acts  upon  the  female,  it  does  not  act  fud- 
denly,  notwithftanding  the  general  affertions  of 
many  authors.  However  productive  coition  may- 
be, the  fecundated  product  of  the  ovaria  is  not 
immediately  difengaged.  We  dare  not  avouch 
this  fact  from  observations  made  on  the  human 
fubject,  becaufe  fuch  obfervations  never  have  been 
attempted,  nor  ever  can  with  the  fmalleft  probabi- 
lity of  fuccefs :  but  the  direction  of  brutes,  by  the 
moll:  eminent  anatomifts,  with  a  direct  view  to  the 
elucidation  of  this  facl,  afcertains  it  as  far  as  fuch 
evidence  can  be  admitted.  In  the  difleclion  of 
fmall  animals  by  De  Graaff",  he  found  no  difcerni- 
ble  alteration  in  the  uterus  during  the  firft  forty 
hours  after  coition,  but  a  gradual  change  was  per- 
ceivable in  the  ovaria ;  and  what  he  fuppofcd  the 
ripened  origin  of  the  future  animal,  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  lofing  its  tranfparency,  became  opaque 
and  ruddy.  After  that  time,  the  filiibrae  were 
found  clofcly  applied  to  the  ovaria  ;  the  cavities 
whence  the  ova  had  been  exprcfied  were  dil- 
cernible;  and  about  the  third  day,  the  ova  were 
difcovered  in  the  uterus.  In  large  animals,  and  in 
thofe  whofe  time  of  uterine  gciiation  was  longer, 
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it  was  found  that  the  progrefs  which  we  have  been 
defcribing  was  proportionably  flower.  The  fame 
experiments  have  been  made  by  different  anato- 
mifts,  and  perhaps  with  very  different  views ;  and, 
though  they  have  not  always  been  managed  with 
the  fame  judgment  and  dexterity,  yet  all  of  them 
more  or  lefs  confirm  the  idea  that  there  is  a  very 
confiderable  lapfe  of  time  intervening  between 
productive  copulation  and  the  expulsion  of  the 
ovum  from  the  ovaria.  But  if  this  is  the  cafe 
with  animals  which  foon  arrive  at  puberty,  and 
which,  like  human  creatures,  copulate  not  per- 
fectly before  puberty, — whofe  lives  are  ihort,  and 
progrefs  in  equal  periods  of  time  more  rapid  than 
thofe  in  man, — by  parity  of  reafon,  it  mud  happen, 
that  in  women  the  period  between  impregnation 
and  the  cxpulfion  of  the  fecundated  produ6t  of  the 
ovaria  muft  be  confiderably  greater  than  what  has 
been  obferved  to  take  place  in  thefc  animals.  If 
all  this  be  true — how  are  we  to  fuppofe  nature  to 
be  employed  during  this  interval?  We  believe  it  is 
during  this  period  that  the  whole  female  conftitu- 
tion  is  labouring  under  the  fecundating  influences  of 
the  feminal  fluid  taken  into  the  blood  by  the  ab- 
forbents;  while  the  ovaria  are  largely  participating, 
and  their  product  ripening,  by  means  of  the  general 
Simulating  procefs.  And  the  fame  procefs  which 
maturates  the  ovum  tends  to  facilitate  its  exclufion. 
The  ovaria,  as  well  as  their  product,  are  at  this 
time  enlarged,  and  other  changes,  fubjecr.  to  the 
examination  of  our  fenfes,  induced.  It  is  no  proof 
againft  the  reality  of  this  general  alteration  in  the 
circumfrances  of  the  circulating  fyftem,  and  con- 
fequent  revolution  in  the  ovaria,  that  the  whole  is 
accomplifhed  with  but  little  vifible  difturbance, 
either  local  or  univerfal.  In  other  cafes  of  mate- 
rial alteration  in  the  mafs  of  blood,  equal  quietnefs 
and  obfeurity  prevail.  In  fcrophulous  or  fcorbutic 
taints;  in  the  inoculated  fmall  pox,  or  when  they 
are  produced  by  contagion ;  the  poifon  filently  and 
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flowly  diffufes  itfelf  throughout  the  whole  mafs, 
and  a  highly  morbid  ftate  is  imperceptibly  induced. 
Thus,  an  a£live  and  infmuating  poifon  intimately 
mixes  itfelf  with  all  the  containing,  perhaps,  as 
well  as  contained,  parts,  perverts  their  natures,  and 
is  ready  to  fall  upon  and  deftroy  the  very  powers 
of  life,  before  one  fymptom  of  its  a£Hon  or  of  its 
influence  has  been  difcerned.  It  is  the  fame  in  a 
confirn'ied  lues ;  it  is  even  more  remarkable  in  the 
hydrophobia  derived  from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog; 
and  the  whole  round  of  contagious  difeafes  have 
the  fame  unalarming,  yet  certain,  progrefs  and 
termination. 

That  the  final  influence  of  this  elaborate  procefs 
mould  be  determined  particularly,  and  at  all  times, 
to  the  ovaria,  is  no  way  marvellous.  To  qualify 
the  ovaria  for  this,  they  are  fupplied  with  a  con- 
geries of  blood  veffels  and  nerves,  at  puberty 
larger  and  more  numerous  than  what  is  alotted  to 
any  other  part  of  fimilar  magnitude.  Were'  the 
ovaria  merely  a  receptacle  for  the  ova,  which  the 
venereal  orgafm,  communicated  by  the  nerves,  or 
by  the  impulfion  of  the  applied  femen  was  to'  la- 
cerate ;  what  ufe  would  there  be  for  fo  intricate 
and  extenfive  an  arrangement  of  blood-veffels  and 
nerves?  But  we  may  farther  remark^  that  every 
diftin£r.  procefs  in  the  human  body,  either  during 
health  or  difeafe,  tends  to  one  particular  and  dif- 
tincl  purpofe.  The  kidneys  do  not  fecrete  bile, 
nor  does  the  liver  ftrain  off  the  ufclcfs  or  hurtful 
parts  of  the  blood  which  are  deftined  to  pafs  off 
by  the  emulgents ;  neither  do  the  falivary  and 
bronchial  glands  promifcuoufly  pour  out  mucus  or 
faliva  ;  the  variolous  virus  does  not  produce  a  mor- 
bilious  eruption,  fyphilitic  caries,  or  fcrophulous 
ulcer  ;  why  then  would  the  fecundated  blood 
unconcernedly  and  promifcuoufly  determine  its 
energy  to  the  fkin,  the  lymphatics,  or  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  bones  ?  We  know  none  of  the  ope- 
rations in  the  human  body,  deftined  for  the  ordinary 
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purpofes  of  life  and  health,  or  for  the  removal  of 
difeafe,  but  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  involve  the 
machinery  of  the  whole  fyftem,  A  fmgle  mouth- 
ful of  food,  while  it  is  prepared,  purified,  and  ap- 
plied to  its  ultimate  purpofes,  is  fubjecled  to  the 
action  of  all  the  known  parts  of  the  body,  and 
without  doubt  to  all  thofe  parts,  with  the  proper- 
ties of  which  we  are  unacquainted ;  a  draught  of 
cold  water  fpreads  its  influence  almoft  inftantane- 
oufly  from  one  extremity  to  the  other;  the  flighfeft 
wound  difturbs  even  the  remotcft  parts,  and  is 
followed,  not  unfrequently,  with  the  mod  unhappy 
effects;  an  almoft  invifible  quantity  of  poifon  fets 
the  whole  frame  in  torture,  and  all  the  a£tive 
powers  of  the  body  inftin£tively  exert  themfelves 
to  folicit  its  expulfion: — Can  Ave  diflinguifh  thefe 
things,  and  admire  them,  and  then  fuppofe  that 
the  moft  material  operation  of  the  human  body — 
the  renovation  of  itfelf,  is  to  be  accomplished  in  a 
corner,  and  with  infinitely  lefs  formality  and  folem- 
nity  than  a  fpittle  is  caft  upon  the  wind?  The 
evident  means  are  fufficiently  degraded ;  we  need 
not  exert  our  ingenuity  to  degrade  them  farther. 

It  is  during  this  interval,  between  productive 
coition  and  the  exclufion  of  the  ovum  from  the 
ovaria,  that  likenefs,  hereditary  difeafes,  and  the 
like,  are  communicated  and  acquired.  Inftead  of 
that  influence  which  the  imagination  of  the  mo- 
ther is  fuppofed  to  poflefs  over  the  form  of  the 
child,  might  we  not  fufpe£t,  that  the»  feminal  fluid 
of  the  male,  co-operating,  during  this  interval, 
with  the  influence  of  the  female  upon  the  ovum, 
inftigated  a  likenefs,  according  to  the  influence  of 
the  male  and  female  tinctures,  in  the  united  prin- 
ciples ?  It  is  during  this  period  only  that  the  dif- 
eafes of  the  male  can  be  communicated  to  the 
child;  and,  if  we  admit  not  of  this  interval  and 
general  operation  of  the  feminal  fluid,  we  cannot 
fee  how  they  can  be  communicated,  though  thofe 
of  the"  mother  may  be  communicated  then  or  at  a 
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much  later  period,  confidering  how  the  child  i§ 
nouriflied  while  it  is  in  the  uterus  and  at  the  breafh 
It  may  be  urged  againft  this  early  and  effectual  ac- 
quisition of  likenefs,  that  the  foetus  does  not 
acquire  even  the  divifion  of  its  largeft  members' 
till  long  after  its  exclufion  from  the  ovaria:  but 
then  we  are  confident,  that,  as  the  foetus  takes  all 
its  form  and  other  properties  from  the  active  fub- 
tilty  of  thefe  blended  tinctures,  we  cannot  fee  any 
reafon  why  it  fhould  not  poffefs  this  hereditary 
faculty,  in  common  with  the  reft.  If  likenefs  de- 
pends upon  the  imagination  of  the  female,  how 
happens  it  that  the  children  of  thofe  whofe  profli- 
gate manners  render  the  father  uncertain,  and 
whofe  affections  ceafe  with  the  inftant  of  libidinous 
gratification,  are  as  frequently  diftinguifhable  by 
their  likenefs  as  thofe  children  who  have  been  born 
under  none  of  thofe  misfortunes?  If  the  features 
are  not  planted  during  this  period,  and  if  imagina- 
tion be  not  idle  or  ufelefs,  how  was  the  fix-fingered 
family,  mentioned  by  Maupertuis,  continued? 
When  a  female  of  that  family  married  a  man  who 
had  only  the  ufual  number  of  fingers,  the  deformity 
of  her  family  became  uncertain,  or  ceafed ;  and  we 
muft  fuppofe  her  imagination  could  not  have  been 
inactive  or  diminifhed,  whether  alarmed  by  the  fear 
of  continuing  a  deformed  race,  or  inftigated  by  the 
vanity  of  tranfmitting  fo  remarkable  a  peculiarity. 
Were  imagination,  in  a  pregnant  woman,  fo  pow- 
erful as  many  have  endeavoured  to  reprefent  it, 
the  mother,  profligate  at  heart,  though  not  actually 
wicked,  would  always  betray  the  apoftacy  of  her 
affections ;  and  even  a  virtuous  woman  might  di- 
vulge that  flie  had  looked  with  as  much  eagernefs 
at  a  handfome  ftranger,  as  (he  had  looked  at  the 
aquiline  nofe,  or  other  prominent  feature  of  her 
hufband. 

But  admitting  that  the  feminal  fluid  of  every 
male  potteries  fome  kind  of  influence  peculiar  to 
that  male,  and  conne£ted  with  his  form,  as  well  asi 
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his  conftitution ;  in  the  fame,  or  in  fome  fimilar 
manner,  it  contains,  notwithstanding  the  elaborate- 
nefs  of  its  preparation,  the  ftamina  of  difeafes, 
fome  of  which  often  lie  longer  dormant  than  even 
the  features  of  individuals;  that  the  ova  are  as 
peculiarly  conftrufted,  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
female,  as  any  other  parts  which  depend  upon 
gradual  and  folitary  evolution;  and  that  thefe, 
operating  upon  each  other  by  the  intervention  of 
the  general  fyftem  of  the  female,  may,  according 
to  the  power  or  prevalence  of  either,  affecl:  the 
features  and  figure  of  the  incipient  animal,  or  ra- 
ther the  inorganized  mafs  from  which  the  features 
and  figure  of  the  animal  are  afterwards  to  be 
evolved:  admitting  all  thefe  things,  will  national  or 
even  more  extenfive  fimilitude  corroborate  the 
opinion  ? 

We  fliall  have  occafion  to  remark,  that  the  pre* 
fervation  and  continuation  of  the  particular  fpecies 
appear  to  proceed  from  that  parent,  who,  in  the 
a£t  of  procreation,  has  difcovered  moft  flrength 
and  vigour;  and  this  is  commonly  the  father.  A 
young  negro,  woman  in  Virginia,  after  having 
brought  forth  for  the  firft  time  a  black  child,  was 
delivered  a  fecond  time  of  twins ;  one  of  them,  a 
boy,  was  black,  and  the  other,  who  was  a  girl,  was 
a  mulatto.  As  the  boy  grew  up,  he  retained  his 
fhort  hair,  which  was  naturally  frizzled,  and  had  a 
refemblance  to  wool;  other  marks  plainly  fhewed 
that  he  was  a  true  negro,  and  in  every  refpecT:  like 
the  black  father  who  had  begotten  him.  The  girl, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  tolerable  white ;  fhe  had 
blue  eyes,  long  black  hair,  without  any  natural 
curl ;  in  fliort,  fhe  had  a  great  refemblance  to  the 
overfeer  of  the  plantation,  whom  the  negro  huf- 
band  fufpefted  of  cohabiting  with  his  wife.  Be- 
coming pregnant  a  third  time,  the  was  delivered  of 
three  children,  two  of  them  mulattoes,  and  the 
other  a  perfecl  negro.  Shall  we  afcribe  this  to 
the  effett  of  imagination?  Such  an  explanation  is 
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rejected  by  the  philofopher  as  abfurd,  and  contrary 
to  every  law  of  nature.  We  can  account  for  the 
third  delivery,  therefore,  only  by  admitting  the  co- 
habitation of  two  fathers  of  different  races,  and 
then  a  fuperfoetation. 

While  men  continue  in  the  fame  climate,  and 
even  in  the  fame  diftri£t,  an  uniform  peculiarity  of 
features  and  figure  prevails  among  them,  little 
affe&ed  by  all  thofe  changes  which  improve  or 
degrade  the  mind;  but  when  they  migrate,  or 
when  they  are  corrupted  by  the  migration  of 
others,  this  national  diftin&ion  in  time  is  loft, 
though  in  the  latter  cafe  it  feems  to  be  recovera- 
ble, unlefs  the  caufe  of  change  be  continued. 
The  beautiful  form  and  features  of  the  ancient 
Greeks  are  at  this  day  difcernible  in  their  defend- 
ants, though  they  are  debafed  by  intercourfe  with 
ftrangers,  and  by  forms  of  government  ultimately 
affecting  their  conftitutions ;  the  defendants  of 
the  few  who  by  chance  or  defign  have  been  obliged 
to  fettle  among  the  ugly  tribes  in  the  extremities 
of  the  north,  have,  by  their  intercourfe  with  thefe 
tribes,  and  by  neceffarily  accommodating  themfelves 
to  the  fame  modes  of  life,  befides  other  circum- 
ftances,  become  almoft  equally  ugly ;  and  the  Jew 
himfelf,  though  he  abhors  to  mingle  with  a  differ- 
ent nation,  and  though  his  mode  of  life  is  nearly 
the  fame  in  all  climates,  yet  the  fettlement  of  his 
anceftors  in  any  one  particular  climate  for  fome 
centuries  will  very  fenfibly  impair  the  characleriflic 
features  of  his  people.  As  equally  in  point,  and 
lefs  liable  to  queftion,  we  may  mention  the  follow- 
ing fimilar  obfervations.  A  Scotchman,  an  En- 
glishman, a  Frenchman,  or  a  Dutchman,  may,  even 
without  their  peculiarities  of  drefs,  be  almoft  al- 
ways diftinguifhed  in  their  very  pictures;  the  fturdy 
and  generous  Briton,  notwithstanding  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  period,  and  the  uninterrupted  intercourfe, 
is  traced  with  uncertainty  in  the  effeminate  and 
cruel  Virginian  j  and  the  negroes  in  North  Ame- 
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rica,  whofe  families  have  continued  fince  the  firffc 
importation  of  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  and  whofe 
modes  of  living,  exclufive  of  their  flavery,  are  not 
materially  changed,  are  much  lefs  remarkable  for 
the  flat  nofe,  big  lips,  ugly  legs,  and  long  heels, 
than  their  anceftors  were,  or  than  thofe  who  are 
dire&ly  imported  from  the  fame  original  nation. 
From  thefe  obfervations  it  feems  allowable  to  infer, 
that  though  climate,  manners,  occupation,  or  imi- 
tation, cannot  materially  affect  the  form  or  features 
of  the  cxifting  animal;  yet  thefe  circumftances, 
becoming  the  lot  of  a  feries  of  animals,  may,  by 
inducing  a  change  in  the  general  mafs  both  of  the 
male  and  female,  be  the  remote  caufe  of  a  change 
in  their  product. 

After  what  has  been  premifed,  it  feems  rational 
to  conclude,  that  the  prolific  fluid,,  in  coition,  is 
neither  carried  through  the  Fallopian  tubes,  nor 
protruded  through  the  aperture  of  the  uterus,  to 
the  ovaria ;  but  that  it  is  taken  up  by  the  abforbent 
veffels,  and  conveyed  into  the  fanguiferous  fyftem ; 
where  indeed  every  a&ive  principle  that  can  pofli- 
bly  affect  the  human  conftitution  is  alfo  conveyed. 
That,  by  circulating  through  the  blood,  it  is,  by  its 
natural  impulfe,  and  the  additional  ftimulus  ac- 
quired from  the  mother,  forced  through  the  corres- 
ponding veffels  into  the  ovaria;  where,  if  it  find 
one  or  more  of  the  ova  in  a  (late  fit  or  ripe  for  im- 
pregnation, conception  takes  place  accordingly; 
and  either  one  or  more  are  impregnated,  as  the  ma- 
turated ftate  of  the  ovaria  fhould  happen  to  be. 
But  if  none  of  the  ova  or  eggs  are  in  a  ftate  fuffi- 
ciently  mature,  or  chance  to  be  injured  by  any 
offending  humours,  by  debility,  or  difeafe ;  in  either 
of  thefe  cafes  impregnation  is  fruftrated  juff.  the 
fame  as  often  happens  to  an  addled  egg,  or  to  H 
damaged  grain  of  corn  thrown  into  the  earth. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  male  organ  be  defici- 
ent in  vigour,  or  the  femen  be  defective  in  quantity, 
confiftency,  or  active  power,  it  then  fails  of  Simu- 
lating 
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lating  the  female  fluid,  and  is  incapable  of  influ- 
encing impregnation.  In  order  therefore  that  the 
act  of  copulation  Ihould  be  productive,  the  male 
muft  unquestionably  convey  to  the  female  an  ela- 
borate tincture,  which  poflefles  the  eflences  of  his 
whole  fyftem,  as  well  mental  as  corporeal  *,  in  this 
acl,  the  utmoft  energy  and  powers  of  the  mind,  of 
the  body,  and  of  the  foul,  are  intimately  connected; 
and  all  contribute  their  particular  influence  to  the 
feed;  of  which  every  father  muft  be  fenfible,  when 
he  recollects  the  action  of  the  heart,  the  feat  of 
life — of  the  brain,  the  feat  of  the  foul — and  of 
the  whole  powers  of  the  body,  concentrated  and 
impelled,  as  it  were,  through  the  genital  fyf- 
tem. That  this  liquor  comprehends  the  active 
principles  of  body  and  foul,  will  not,  I  think,  be 
doubted  by^thofe  wdio  give  the  foregoing  argu- 
ments their  proper  weight;  and  that  it  conveys 
with  it,  more  or  lefs,  the  direct  image  of  the  pa- 
rent, 1  take  to  be  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  the 
feripture ;  where  we  are  told  that  one  abfolute  and 
unequivocal  form  was  given  to  man,  in  the  exprefs 
image  cf  the  Deity.  So  that  man,  thus  organized 
and  commiffioned,  was  doubtlefsly  to  convey  to 
future  generations,  that  divine  image  or  fignature 
which  God  had  gracioufly  ftamped  upon  him.  For 
'this  purpofe  the  feed  of  man,  or  efficient  principle 
of  generation,  muft  be  mingled  with  the  vegetative 
fluid  of  the  female ;  and,  being  attracted  or  taken 
up  by  the  abforbent  veffels  from  the  uterine  canal, 
pafles  immediately  into  the  circulating  fyftem, 
where  aflimilating  with  the  peculiar  temperature 
of  the  mother,  and  acquiring  new  energy  from  the 

*  Thefe  effeocf  s  are  derived  from  the  four  principal  members, 
viz.  the  brain,  heart,  liver,  and  tefticles.  The  brain  the  feat  of 
the  animal,  and  intellectual  foul ;  the  heart  of  celeftial  heat,  or 
vital  fpirit ;  the  liver  and  kidnies  the  feat  of  natural  and  elemen- 
tary power;  and  the  tefticles  the  refervoir  or  principle  that  pro- 
pagates animal  life  and  celeftial  virtue;  the  conftituent  parts 
proceed  froin  thefe,  and  from  thefe  the  other  members  are  de~ 
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enlivening  quality  of  the  blood,  it  is  directed 
through  its  natural  channels  to  the  ovaria,  impreg- 
nating the  germ  by  its  active  quality,  and  convey- 
ing to  it  the  peculiarities  it  had  derived  from  the 
conftitutions,  forms,  tempers,  and  difpofitions,  of 
the  parents,  with  the  feeds  of  whatever  difeafes, 
impurities,  or  taints,  were  lurking  in  their  blood. 
For  from  the  blood  and  brain  is  the  male  feed  pri- 
marily elaborated,  and  into  the  female  mafs  is  this 


poflibly  take  place.  In  the  courfe  of  fix  days,  I 
conclude  the  united  tinctures  to  have  travelled 
through  the  whole  circulating  fyftem — to  have  par- 
ticipated of  the  hereditary  forms  and  peculiarities 
of  the  mother,  and  to  have  propelled  the  ovum  or 
egg  from  its  feat  in  the  ovaria  to  a  fufpended  fitua- 
tion  in  the  womb,  hanging  by  a  minute  thread,  that 
afterwards  becomes  the  umbilical  veffel,  or  aper- 
ture through  which  nouriihmenr.  and  life  is  con- 
veyed from  the  mother  to  the  child.  This  firft  via- 
ble ftate  of  conception,  which  refembles  the  lucid 
appearance  of  a  drop  of  water,  tending  to  coagula- 
tion, is  correctly  fhewn  in  the  firft  figure  of  the 
annexed  plate,  precifely  in  the  ftate  it  was  ex- 
tracted from  the  uterus  of  a  female,  who  died  on 
the  fixth  day  after  contact  with  the  male,  and  is 
now  to  be  feen,  preferved  in  fpirits,  at  Rackftrow's 
valuable  Mufeum,  in  Fleet-ftreet,  London. 

At  the  time  the  ovum,  or  rudiments  of  the  em- 
bryo, defcends  into  the  womb,  it  is  indeed  very  - 
minute ;  and  the  firft  fix  days  appear  to  partake  of 
the  nature  of  cream ;  after  this  period  in  the  fpace 
of  nine  days,  it  aflumes  a  blood  colour,  with  a  de- 
gree of  confiftance,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve  enfu- 
ing  days,  it  is  fo  far  altered,  that  we  may  partly 
difcover  the  firft  lineaments  of  the  foetus,  though 
fmall  and  imperfect,  being  then  only  about  the  fize 
of  a  houfe  fly.  Two  little  veflicles  appear  in  an 
almoft  tranfparent  jelly  ;  the  largeft  of  which  is 
intended  to  become  the  head  of  the  foetus,  and  the 
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other  fmaller  one  is  deftined  for  the  trunk ;  but  nei- 
ther the  limbs  nor  extremities  are  yet  to  be  feen; 
the  umbilical  chord  appears  only  as  a  minute  thread, 
and  the  placenta,  which  only  refembles  a  cloud 
above,  has  no  ramifications,  or  appearances  of 
blood-veflels  ;  but  in  proportion  as  this  tranfparent 
and  delicate  jelly  thickens,  it  lofes  its  tranfparency, 
and  there  appears  diftinguifhable  in  it  a  little  fpeck 
more  firm,  though  opaque,  which  differs  from  a 
cartilage,  and  already  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
bones,  but  without  hardnefs.  This  fpeck  may  be 
termed  the  nucleus  of  the  bone,  which  is  going  to 
form  the  centre  from  which  offification  proceeds, 
till  it  reaches  the  circumference.  Here  it  is  to  be 
obferved  that  four  elements  introduce  into  the 
compofition  of  the  body  fuch  parts  as  are  corres- 
pondent to  heat  and  moifture,  hardnefs  and  elafti- 
city.  This  ftate  of  the  embryo  is  expreffed  in  the 
fecond  figure  of  the  annexed  plate. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  month,  the 
foetus  is  upwards  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  the  fea- 
tures of  the  face  begin  to  be  evolved.  The  nofe 
appears  like  a  fmall  prominent  line  ;  and  we  are 
able  to  difcover  another  line  under  it,  which  is  def- 
tined for  the  feparation  of  the  lips.  Two  black 
points  appear  in  the  place  of  eyes,  and  two  mi- 
nute holes  mark  the  formation  of  the  ears.  At  the 
fides  of  the  trunk,  both  above  and  below,  we  fee 
four  minute  protuberances,  which  are  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  arms  and  legs,  and  are  difpofed  of 
according  to  the  threefold  demenfions  of  length, 
breadth,  and  depth  ;  the  foetus  then  continues  to 
collect  ftrength  in  the  bony  germ,  by  which  we 
are  enabled  to  judge  what  will  be  the  form  of  the 
bones  when  they  (hall  have  arrived  to  perfection., 
In  the  fmall  fimple  bones,  is  to  be  difcovered  only 
one  fingle  nucleus  :  in  the  greater,  and  in  fuch  as 
are  grofs  and  angular,  we  find  feveral  fpringing  in 
different  places  from  the  primitive  cartilage ;  but 
in  this  laft  cafe,  the  number  of  pieces  of  which  the 
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bone  is  to  be  compofed,  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
nuclei ;  and  all  thefe  pieces  are  perfectly  arranged 
and  proportioned.  In  the  bones  of  the  fkull,  the 
round  nucleus  appears  at  firft  in  the  center  of  every 
piece,  and  the  oflification  extends  afterwards  in  all 
directions,  by  means  of  an  infinite  number  of  fibres 
which  the  bony  fpeck  fends  forth  in  form  of  rays, 
which  lengthen,  thicken,  and  harden ;  and,  by  de- 
grees, unite  by  a  membraneous  contexture.  This 
is  the  firft  epoch  of  oflification:  the  veins  alfo  of 
the  placenta  are  now  partly  vifible,  as  may  be  feen 
in  No.  3,  of  the  annexed  plate. 

In  the  third  month  the  human  form  may  be  de- 
cidedly afcertained  ;  all  the  parts  of  the  race  can 
be  diftinguiflied ;  the  fliape  of  the  body  is  clearly 
marked  out;  and  the  haunches  and  the  abdomen 
are  elevated,  and  the  hands  and  feet  are  plainly  to 
be  diftinguiflied.  The  upper  extremities  are  ob- 
ferved  to  increafe  fafter  than  the  lower  ones  ;  and 
the  feparation  of  the  fingers  may  be  perceived  be- 
fore that  of  the  toes ;  and  all  the  parts  in  general 
aflumc  a  form  more  perfect  and  more  diftindt,  in 
proportion,  as  the  oflification  progreflively  gains 
upon  the  whole  cartilage,  and  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  vivacity  which  characterizes  the 
foetus  before  it  fees  the  light.  The  veins  of  the 
placenta  are  now  diftended,  and  are  feen  to  com- 
municate with  the  umbilical  tube.  This  ftate  of 
geftation  is  faithfully  delineated  in  No.  4  of  the  an- 
nexed engraving. 

In  the  fourth  month  the  foetus  feems  to  be  com- 
pleted in  all  its  parts,  and  is  about  four  inches  in 
magnitude.  The  fingers  and  toes,  which  at  firft 
coalefced,  are  now  feparated  from  each  other,  and 
the  inteftines  appear,  in  all  their  windings  and 
convolutions,  like  little  threads;  and  the  fecond 
epoch  of  oflification  is  beginning  to  take  place, 
and  what  remains  cartilaginous  of  the  newly 
formed  bone  of  the  foetus  diminiflies,  and  the  bony 
part  formed  by  the  firft  epoch  of  oflification  ad- 
vances 
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vances  gradually  to  perfection.  The  veins  of  the 
placenta  begin  to  be  filled  with  blood,  and  the  um- 
bilical chord  is  confiderably  enlarged ;  as  may  be 
feen  in  the  fifth  figure  of  the  fubjoined  plate. 

In  the  fifth  month,  the  bodily  conformation  be- 
ing perfected,  the  fmall  bones  which  conftitute  the 
organ  of  hearing,  acquire  firmnefs  and  folidity 
much  falter  than  thofe  of  any  other  part  of  the 
foetus ;  and  a  complete  circulation  of  the  blood 
having  been  induced,  the  mother  quickens.  The 
foetus  now  aflumes  a  more  upright  figure,  which. . 
correfponds  with  the  fhape  of  the  uterus.  Its  head 
is  found  more  elevated,  its  lower  extremities  are 
more  diftended,  its  knees  are  drawn  upwards,  with 
its  arms  refting  upon  them.  It  now  meafures  from 
feven  to  eight  inches  in  length,  and  is  defcribed  in 
the  firft  figure  of  the  fecond  fubjoined  plate. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fixth  month,  the  foetus 
begins  to  vary  its  pofition  in  the  womb,  and  will 
frequently  be  found  to  incline  either  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left  fide  of  the  mother ;  for  the  head  is 
much  too  large  for  the  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  although  the  head  be  foft  and  flexible,  yet  its 
internal  furface  is  interfered  by  a  great  number  of 
furrows,  canals,  and  inequalities;  and  by  examin- 
ing the  bones  of  the  other  parts  of  the  body  may 
be  perceived  a  great  number  of  veflTels  which  corir 
vey  to  them  the  marrow  and  nutritive  juices.  It 
will  by  this  time  be  increafed  to  nine  or  ten 
inches;  and  its  ufual  pofture  after  quickening  may 
be  feen  in  the  fecond  figure  of  the  fecond  annexed 
plate. 

In  the  feventh  month  the  child  acquires. ftrength 
and  folidity,  as  may  be  demonftrated  by  thofe  pain- 
ful throes  and  twitchings  which  its  mother  feels 
from  time  to  time.  The  bones  now  acquire  foli- 
dity, and  the  cavity  of  the  fkull  is  vifibly  fitted  to 
the  mafs  of  the  fubftance  which  it  contains.  Thus 
the  exterior  form  of  the  brain  which  imprints  itfelf 
perfectly  on  the  internal  furface  of  the  fkull,  is  at 
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the  fame  time  the  model  of  the  contours  of  the 
exterior  form  ;  and  the  conjunction  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  Ikull  produces  afterwards  thofe  in- 
dented feams  fo  juftly  the  object  of  admiration.  It 
is  not  impofhble  for  children  to  live  if  born  at  this 
time,  but  it  is  not  frequent.  I  have  attended  la- 
bours of  this  defcription,  where  it  has  been  the 
cafe ;  but  the  child  feldom  or  never  meafures  more 
than  eleven  or  twelve  inches. 

In  the  eighth  month,  the  whole  human  econo- 
my  is  compleat;  the  arteries  and  nerves  appear 
vifible,  and  nature  only  requires  its  due  time  to 
ftrengthen  the  mufcular  fyftem,  which  advances 
daily  to  a  ftatc  of  perfection :  it  is  poflible,  by  an 
extenfive  practice,  to  determine  the  age  of  the 
foetus  by  the  infpe£Hon  of  its  bones,  &c.  In  this 
month,  the  external  furface  of  its  body  is  inter- 
fered by  a  great  number  of  furrows,  canals,  and 
inequalities,  by  the  continual  p refill  re  of  the  blood 
in  its  revolution  through  the  arteries  and  veins.  It 
meafures  from  fourteen  to  fixteen  inches ;  and  in 
the  ninth  month,  or  towards  the  end  of  its  full 
time,  it  is  increafed  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two 
inches,  or  more;  when  the  head,  by  becoming 
fpecifically  heavier  than  the  other  parts,  is  gradu- 
ally impelled  downwards,  and,  falling  into  the 
birth,  brings  on  what  is  termed  the  pains  of  par- 
turition, or  natural  labour.  For  the  exa£t  pofition 
of  the  child  in  the  womb,  during  thefe  laft  three 
months,  as  well  as  the  former,  fee  the  correfpond- 
ing  figures  in  the  two  annexed  engravings,  the 
whole  of  which  were  correctly  drawn  from  real 
fcetufes,  extracted  from  the  wombs  of  different 
women,  and  are  now  preferved  for  the  infpeftion 
of  the  curious,  in  Rackftrow's  Mufeum,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  inquifitive  reader*. 

The 

*  The  child  is  obferved  to  be  of  the  following  different 
weights,  according  to  Mauriceau,  a  famous  French  phyfician. 
Prom  the  firft  day  of  conception,  it  cannot  weigh  more  or  be 
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The  nourifhment  of  the  fetus  during  all  this  time, 
is  derived  from  the  placenta,  about  fix  inches  dia- 
meter, and  the  funis  twenty-feven  inches,  which  is 
originally  formed  out  of  that  part  of  the  ovum  next 
the  fundus  uteri.    The  remaining  part  of  the  ovum 
is  covered  by  a  membrane  called  ffiongy  chorion ; 
within  that  is  another  called  true  chorion,  which 
includes  a  third,  termed  amnios.    This  contains  a 
liquor,  or  watry  fluid,  in  which  the  foetus  floats  till 
the  time  of  its  birth.    Before  the  child  acquire  a 
diftindt  and  regular  form,  it  is  called  embryo ;  but, 
from  the  time  all  its  parts  become  vifible,  it  takes 
and  retains  the  name  of  fcetus  till  its  birth.  Dur- 
ing the  progrefs  of  impregnation,  the  uterus  fuffers 
confiderable  changes ;  but,  though  it  enlarges  as 
the  ovum  increafes,  yet,  in  regard  to  its  contents, 
it  is  never  full ;  for,  in  early  geftation,  thefe  are 
confined  to  the  fundus  only ;  and  though  the  capa- 
city of  the  womb  increafes,  yet  it  is  not  mechani- 
cally fttetched,  for  the  thicknefs  of  its  fides  do  not 
diminifli;  there  is  a  proportional  increafe  of  the 
quantity  of  fluids,  and  therefore  pretty  much  the 
fame  thicknefs  remains  as  before  impregnation. 
The  gravid  uterus,  or  pregnant  womb,  is  of  differ- 
ent fizes  in  different  women,  and  mull  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  bulk  of  the  fcetus  and  involucra. 
The  fituation  will  ^alfo  vary  according  to  the  in- 
creafe of  its  contents,  and  the  pofition  of  the  bo- 
dy.   For  the  firft  two  or  three  months,  the  cavity 
of  the  fundus  is  triangular, as  before  impregnation; 
but,  as  the  uterus  ftretches,  it  gradually  acquires  a 
more  rotund  form.    In  general,  the  uterus  never 
rifes  direclly  upward,  but  inclines  a  little  obliquely, 
moll  commonly  to  the  right  fide  :  its  pofition  is  ne- 
ver, however,  fo  oblique,  as  to  prove  the  fole  caufe, 
either  of  preventing  or  retarding  delivery ;  its  in- 
bigger  than  a  millet  feed;  at  ten  days,  it  weighs  half  a  grain;  at 
one  month,  half  a  drachm;   at  three  months,  three  ounces; 
at  feven  months,  four  pounds;  at  eight  months,  from  feven  to 
eight  pounds;  but  at  nine  months,  about  twelve  pounds. 
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creafe  of  bulk  does  not  feem  to  arife  merely  from 
diftention,  but  to  depend  on  the  fame  caufe  and  im- 
creafe  as  the  extenfion  of  the  {kin  in  a  growing 
child.  This  is  proved  from  fome  late  inftances  of 
extra-uterine  fcetufes,  where  the  uterus,  though 
•  there  were  no  contents,  was  nearly  of  the  fame 
fize,  from  the  additional  quantity  of  nourifliment 
tranfmitted,  as  if  the  ovum  had  been  contained 
within  its  cavity.  The  internal  furface,  which  is 
generally  pretty  fmooth,  except  where  the  placenta 
adheres,  is  lined  with  a  tender  efflorefcence  of  the 
uterus,  which,  after  delivery,  appears  as  if  torn, 
and  is  thrown  off  with  the  cleanfings.  This  is  the 
membrana  dccidim  of  Dr.  Hunter;  which  he  de- 
fcribes  as  a  lamella  from  the  inner  furface  of  the 
uterus ;  though  Signior  Scarpa,  with  more  proba- 
bility, confiders  it  as  being  compofed  of  an  infpif- 
fated  coagulable  lymph. 

Though  the  uterus,  from  the  moment  of  concep- 
tion, is  gradually  diftended,  by  which  confiderable 
changes  arc  occafioned,  it  is  very  difficult  to  judge 
of  pregnancy  from  appearances  in  the  early  months. 
For  the  firft  three  months  the  os  tineas  feels  fmooth 
and  even,  and  its  orifice  as  fmall  as  in  the  virgin 
Hate.  When  any  difference  can  be  perceived, 
about  the  fourth  or  fifth  month,  from  the  defcent 
of  the  fundus  through  the  pelvis,  the  tubercle,  or 
projecting  part  of  the  os  tincae  will  feem  larger, 
and  more  expanded ;  but,  after  this  period,  it 
fhortens,  particularly  as  its  fore-parts  and  fides,  and 
its  orifice  or  labia  begin  to  feparate,  fo  as  to  have 
its  conical  appearance  deftroyed.  The  cervix, 
which  in  the  early  months  is  nearly  fliut,  now  be- 
gins to  ftretch  and  to  be  diftended  to  the  os  tineas ; 
but,  during  the  whole  term  of  utero-geftation,  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  is  ftrongiy  cemented  with  a  . 
ropy  mucus,  which  lines  it  and  the  cervix,  and  be- 
gins to  be  difcharged  on  the  approach  of  labour. 
In  the  laft  week,  when  the  cervix  uteri  is  com- 
pletely diftended,  the  uterine  orifice  begins  to  form 

an 
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an  elliptical  tube,  inftead  of  a  Mure,  or  to  affume 
the  appearance  of  a  ring  on  a  large  globe  j  and 
often  at  this  time,  efpecially  in  pendulous  bellies, 
difappears  entirely,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  finger  in  touching.  Hence  the  os  uteri  is  not 
in  the  diredfion  of  the  axis  of  the  womb,  as  has  ge- 
rally  been  fuppofed. 

About  the  fourth,  or  between  the  fourth  and  fifth 
month,  the  fundus  uteri  begins  to  rife  above  the 
pubesor'brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  its  cervix  to  be 
diftended  nearly  one  third.  In  the  fifth  month  the 
belly  fwells  like  a  ball,  with  the  fkin  tenfe,  the  fun- 
dus about  half  way  between  the  pubes  and  navel, 
and  the  neck  one  half  diftended.  After  the  fixth 
month,  the  greateft  part  of  the  cervix  uteri  dilates, 
fo  as  to  make  almoft  one  cavity  with  the  fundus. 
In  the  feventh  month,  the  fundus  advances  as  far  as 
the  umbilicus.  In  the  eighth,  it  reaches  mid-way 
between  the  navel  and  fcrobiculus  cordis ;  and  in 
the  ninth,  to  the  fcrobiculus  itfelf,  the  neck  then 
being  entirely  diftended,  which,  with  the  os  tincze, 
becomes  the  weakeft  part  of  the  uterus.  Thus,  at 
full  time,  the  uterus  occupies  all  the  umbilical  and 
hypogaftric  regions  ;  its  fhape  is  almoft  pyriform, 
that  is,  more  rounded  above  than  below,  and  hav- 
ing a  ftricture  on  that  part  which  is  furrounded  by 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  appendages  of  the 
uterus  fufFer  very  little  change  during  pregnancy, 
except  the  ligamenta  lata,  which  diminifli  in  breadth 
as  the  uterus  enlarges,  and  at  a  full  time  are  almoft 
entirely  obliterated. 

I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  defcribe  the  action  of 
quickening,  or  mode  by  which  life  is  communi- 
cated to  the  child  in  the  womb,  which  ufually 
takes  place  in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy.  Op- 
portunities, however,  of  directing  the  human  gra- 
vid uterus  at  or  near  this  critical  juncture  occurring 
but  feldom,  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  a  fubject 
v  of  this  delicate  and  abftrufe  nature  can  be  treated: 
with  perfpicuity,  and  is  the  principal  caufe  why  it 

has 
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has  not  been  attempted  by  former  phyfiologifts.  I 
have  already  fhewn,  that  the  rudiments  of  the  em- 
bryo puts  forth  four  membranes,  viz.  the  placenta, 
the  navel-ftring,  the  chorion,  and  amnios,  (fee 
the  plate)  that  contain  the  fluid  above-menti- 
oned, in  which  the  foetus  floats.  Until  the  period 
of  quickening  arrives,  the  embryo  poflefies  only 
vegetative  life,  fimilar  to  that  of  a  common  plant ; 
and  its  growth  is  nourilhed  and  prcferved  by  the 
fluid  in  which  it  fwims,  until  the  nerves,  veins,  ar- 
teries, and  vital  organs,  are  entirely  formed,  and' 
the  circulation  of  its  mother's  blood  is  completed 
through  them,  which  is  Conducted  in  the  following 
manner. 

The  placenta  is  the  medium  by  which  the  blood 
from  the  heart  of  the  mother  is  communicated  to 
that  of  the  child ;  but  to  check  its  too  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  which  would  overwhelm  the  tender  veflels 
of  the  infant  frame,  the  texture  of  the  placenta  is 
formed  fimilar  to  that  of  a  fponge,  round  like  a 
cake,  of  confiderable  dimenfions,  and  capable  of 
great  abforption,  being  chiefly  made  up  of  the  ra- 
mifications of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins,  and 
partly  of  the  extremities  of  the  uterine  veflels. 
The  arteries  of  the  uterus  difcharge  their  contents 
into  the  fubftance  of  this  cake ;  and  the  veins  of 
the  placenta,  receiving  the  blood  either  by  a  direct; 
communication  of  veflels,  or  by  abforption,  at 
length  form  the  umbilical  vein,  which  partes  on  to 
the  finus  of  the  vena  porta,  and  thence  to  the  vena 
cava,  and  heart  of  the  infant,  by  means  of  the  ca- 
nalis  venofus,  a  communication  which  is  clofed  up 
in  the  adult.  But  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
through  the  heart  is  not  conducted  in  the  foetus  as 
in  the  adult :  in  the  latter,  the  blood  is  carried  from 
the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  through  the  pulmonary 
artery,  and  is  returned  to  the  left  oracle  by  the  pul- 
monary vein ;  but  a  dilatation  of  the  lungs  is  eflential 
to  the  paflage  of  the  blood  through  the  pulmonary 
veflels,  and  this  dilatation  cannot  take  place  till  af- 
ter 
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ter  the  child  is  born,  and  has  refpired.  This  defici- 
ency is  therefore  fupplied  in  the  foetus  by  an  im- 
mediate communication  between  the  right  and  Jeft 
auricle,  through  an  oval  opening,  in  the  feptuni 
which  divides  the  two  auricles,  called  foramen  ovale. 
The  blood  in  the  foetus,  is  likewife  tranfmitted  from 
the  pulmonary  artery  to  the  aorta,  by  means  of  a 
duel:  called  canalis  arteriofus,  which,  like  the  canalis 
venofus,  and  foramen  ovale,  gradually  clofes  after 
birth.  The  blood  is  returned  again  from  the  foetus 
to  the  mother  through  two  arteries  called  umbilical 
arteries,  which  arife  from  the  iliacs.  Thefe  two 
veffels,  taking  a  winding  courfe  with  the  vein, 
form  with  that,  and  the  membranes  by  which  they 
are  furrounded,  what  is  called  the  umbilical  chord. 
Thefe  arteries,  after  ramifying  through  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  placenta,  difcharge  their  blood  into 
the  veins  of  the  uterus,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
uterine  arteries  difcharge  their  blood  into  the 
branches  of  the  umbilical  vein.  So  that,  after 
quickening,  the  blood  of  the  mother  is  conftantly 
paffing  in  at  one  fide  of  the  placenta,  and  out  again 
at  the  other,  for  the  nourifliment  of  the  child. 

Now  what  we  call  the  aclion  of  quickening,  is  that 
inftantaneous,  yet  undefcribable  motion  of  the  vital 
principle,  which,  the  inftant  the  foetus  has  acquired 
a  fuTicient  decree  of  animal  heat,  and  is  comolete- 
Jy  formed  in  all  its  parts,  ruflies  like  an  electric 
lhock,  or  flafh  of  lightning,  conduced  by  the  fan- 
guiferous  and  nervous  fluids,  from  the  heart  and 
brain  of  the  mother,  to  the  heart  and  brain  of  the 
child.  At  this  moment  the  entire  circulation  be- 
gins; the  infant  fabric  is  completely  fet  in  motion, 
and  the  child  becomes  a  living  foul.  As  foon, 
therefore,  as  the  circulation  commences,  the  child 
ftarts  into  life ;  and  the  inftant  the  circulation 
ceafes,  life  ceafes  alfo.  This  act  of  quickening  is 
therefore  derived  from  the  blood,  and  is  fo  fenlrbly 
felt  by  the  mother,  that  fhe  often  faints,  and  feels  an 
internal  depreifion  of  her  animal  and  vital  powers, 

which 
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which  may  be  faid,  in  fome  meafure,  to  have  de- 
parted from  her  But  the  a£t  of  quickening  does 
not  take  place  in  all  women  at  the  fame  period, 
nor  always  in  the  fame  woman  at  the  fame  diftance 
of  time  from  her  conception  ;  nor  is  it  governed 
by  any  given  number  of  weeks  or  days  after  con- 
ception has  taken  place ;  but  depends  entirely  on 
that  inftant  of  time,  when  the  joint  influence 
of  animal  heat,  and  an  entire  completion  of  the 
nerves,  veins,  arteries,  and  other  parts  and  organs, 
of  the  foetus,  are  fitted  and  ready  to  receive  and 
fupport  a  due  circulation  of  the  blood  and  juices  j 
for  this,  and  this  alone,  is  the  fource  of  quickening, 
and  the  beginning  of  animal  life.  Strong  and 
healthy  women  will  therefore  quicken  fooner  than 
the  weak  and  delicate,  by  reafon  that  their  procre- 
ative  and  ftimulating  powers  are  more  robuft,  and 
can  fooner  contribute  that  portion  of  animal  heat, 
which  is  neceffary  to  the  entire  completion  of  the 
foetus  in  all  its  parts;  and  which  will  happen 
fooner  or  later,  according  to  the  health  and  ftrength 
of  the  pregnant  woman,  and  her  fufHciency  of 
menftrual  blood  to  fupport  the  demand.  For  this 
flux  will  now  be  wholly  taken  up  by  the  new  fub- 
ject,  until  the  hour  of  birth ;  after  which  it  either 
renews  its  monthly  evacuation,  as  being  redundant 
in  the  mother;  or,  if  fhe  fuckles  the  child,  it  is 
then  determined  to  the  mamma?,  and  is  converted 
into  milk. 

Such  is  this  curious  and  mod  admirable  contri- 
vance of  nature,  for  the  re-produ&ion  and  propa- 
gation of  mankind ;  and  fuch  the  nature  and  event 
of  that  myfterious  aftion  of  quickening,  which  has 
hitherto  been  involved  in  fo  much  darknefs  and 
obfcurity,  as  to  lead  the  unthinking  multitude  to 
fuppofe,  that  giving  life  to  the  foetus,  was  in  every 
inftance  a  new  and  diftinfl:  interpofition  of  the 
Deity,  inftead  of  religioufly  imputing  it  to  that 
primary  exertion  of  his  omnipotence,  which  in  the 
original  formation  of  Adam,  implanted  in  his  na- 
ture 
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ture  the  power  of  re-producing  his  like,  and  of 
•imparting  life  and  foul  to  his  fpecies,  by  a  fixed 
and  immutable  decree,  to  be  continued  down  from 
father  to  foil,  to  the  final  end  and  confummation  of 
this  fublunary  world.  If  the  feed  of  Adam  had 
not  been  originally  endued  with  the  gift  of  impart- 
ing life  and  fpirit  to  his  future  generations,  how 
could  the  fouls  of  his  defcendants  be  fubjecfed  to 
original  fin?  Were  any  one  child  defcended  from 
the  race  of  Adam,  to  receive  the  gift  of  life  and 
foul  from  a  fubfequent  exertion  of  the  power  of 
God,  it  would  become  a  new  and  diftinft  a£t  of 
creation,  and  the  offspring  could  not  poflibly  be 
contaminated  by  the  fall,  nor  be  fubjefted  to  the 
miferies  and  misfortunes  refulting  from  it,  as  having 
received  its  being  from  an  independent  caufe. 

I  have,  to  the  belt  of  my  ability,  endeavoured  to 
illuftrate  this  occult  procels  of  nature,  by  means  of 
the  annexed  copper-plate  engraving,  taken  from  a 
drawing  of  the  vifcera,  and  womb  of  an  unfortu- 
nate female,  who  fainted  and  died  at  the  time  of 
quickening;, the  foetus  itfelf  being  now. preferved 
in  fpirits.  The  ftructure  of  the  gravid  uterus  is* 
however,  extremely  difficult  to  be  (hewn,  and  the 
more  fo  under  thefe  peculiar  circumflances.  In 
the  wombs  of  women  who  die  after  this  period, 
or  at  tlie  time  of  labour,  or  foon  after  delivery  j 
fibres  running  in  various  directions  are  obfervable, 
more  or  lefs  circular,  that  feem  to  arife  from  three 
diftincl:  origins,  namely,  from  the  place  where  the 
placenta  adheres,  and  from  the  aperture  and  ori- 
fice of  each  of  the  tubes;  with  all  the  veins  and 
veffels  communicating  to  and  from  the  placenta, 
and  the  mother  furchargcd  with  blood;  but  it  is 
almoft  impoffible  to  demonftrate  regular  plans  of 
veflels  and  fibres,  continued  f.o  any  length,  without 
an  interruption  which  involves  us  in  doubt,  and 
deftroys  that  view  of  the  admirable  connecTiotl 
which  nature  has  formed  between  the  vital  organs 
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of  the  mother  and  child  in  a  ftate  of  advanced 
pregnancy. 

The  various  difeafes  incident  to  the  uterine  fvf- 
tem,  and  other  morbid  affections  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera,  in  weak  and  fickly  females,  will  frequently 
excite  the  fymptoms,  and  aflfume  the  appearance, 
of  real  pregnancy.  Complaints  arifing  from  a 
fimple  obftru&ion,  are  fometimes  miftaken  for  thofe 
of  breeding ;  when  a  tumour  about  the  region  of 
the  uterus  is  alfo  formed,  and  gradually  becomes 
more  and  more  bulky,  the  fymptoms  it  occafions 
are  fo  ftrongly  marked,  and  the  refemblance  to  preg- 
nancy fo  very  (hiking,  that  the  ignorant  patient  is 
often  deceived,  and  even  the  experienced  phyfl- 
cian  impofed  on. 

Schirrhous,  polypous,  or  farcomatous  tumors,  in 
or  about  the  uterus  or  pelvis ;  dropfy  or  ventofily 
of  the  uterus  or  tubes  ;  fteatoma  or  dropfy  of  the 
ovaria,  and  ventral  conception,  are  the  common 
caufes  of  fuch  fallacious  appearances.  In  many  of 
thefe  cafes  the  menfes  disappear;  naufea,  retch- 
ings, and  other  fymptoms  of  breeding,  enfue ;  fla- 
tus in  the  bowels  will  be  miftaken  for  the  motion 
of  the  child ;  and  in  the  advanced  ftages  of  the 
difeafe,  from  the  preffure  of  the  fwelling  on  the  ad- 
jacent parts.  Tumefaction  and  hardnefs  of  the 
breafts  fupervene,  and  fometimes  a  vifcid  or  ferous 
fluid  diftils  from  the  nipple;  circumftances  that 
ftrongly  confirm  the  woman  in  her  opinion,  till 
time,  or  the  dreadful  confequences  that  often  enfue, 
at  laft  convince  her  of  her  fatal  miftake. 

Other  kinds  of  fpurious gravidity,  lefs  hazardous 
in  their  nature  than  any  or  the  preceding,  are  com- 
monly known  by  the  names  of  falfe  conception  and 
moles:  the  former  of  thefe  is  nothing  more  than 
the  diffolution  of  the  foetus  in  the  early  months; 
the  placenta  is  afterwards  retained  in  the  womb, 
and  from  the  addition  of  coagula,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  difeafe,  is  excluded  in  an  indurated  or 
enlarged  ftate  j  when  it  remains  longer,  and  comes 
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off  in  the  form  of  a  flefhy  or  fchirrhous-like  mafs, 
without  having  any  cavitv  in  the  centre,  it  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  mole.  Mere  coagula  of 
blood,  retained  in  the  uterus  after  delivery,  or  after 
immoderate  floodings  at  any  period  of  life,  and 
fqueezed  by  the  preffure  of  the  uterus,  into  a 
fibrous  or  compact  form,  conftitute  another  fpecies 
of  mole,  that  more  frequently  occurs  than  any  of 
the  former.  Thefe,  though  they  may  affume  the 
appearances  of  gravidity,  are  generally,  however, 
expelled  fpontaneoufly,  and  are  feldom  followed 
with  dangerous  confequences.  But,  when  two  or 
more  of  the  ova  defcend  into  the  uterus,  attach 
themfelves  fo  near  one  another  as  to  adhere  in 
whole  or  in  part,  fo  as  to  form  only  one  body,  with 
membranes  and  water  in  common,  this  body  will 
form  a  confufed  irregular  mafs,  which  is  called  a 
monjier;  and  thus  a  monfter  may  be  either  defec- 
tive in  its  organic  parts,  or  be  fupplied  with  a  fu- 
pernumerary  fet  of  parts  derived  from  another 
ovum.  This  proceeds  from  a  defect  or  accident  in 
nature,  which  it  is  entirely  beyond  the  power  of 
medicine  to  rectify  or  prevent. 

It  would  feem,  however,  from  a  due  contempla- 
tion of  the  foregoing  fafts,  from  the  frame  and 
ftructure  of  females,  and  from  the  ultimate  end  and 
purpofe  of  their  conformation,  that  almoft  every 
malady  refulting  from  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  except 
the  laft-mentioned,  may  be  in  a  great  meafure  pre- 
vented or  removed.  The  natural  temperature  of 
women  differs  in  a  very  confiderable  degree  from 
that  of  men,  inafmuch  as  their  blood  and  juices  are 
determined  to  a  peculiar  and  diftinct  purpofe  ;  and 
hence  it  is  that  obftructions  of  the  menfes,  their 
excefs,  or  privation  of  the  office  intended  them, 
conftitute  thofe  peculiar  maladies  which  we  term 
•  Difeafes  of  Women.  The  natural  temperature  of  the 
male  is  hot  and  dry;  that  of  the  female,  cold  and 
moijl.  The  action  of  the  procreative  tincture  of 
man,  is  Solar,  i.  e.  of  a  heating  and  quickening 
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faculty;  that  of  the  woman  is  Lunar,  i.e.  of  a 
cold  and  vegetative  quality.    As  the  fun  heats,  and 
gives  prolific  energy  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  fo 
man  fecundates  and  gives  life  to  the  prolific  tinc- 
ture of  the  woman.    Thus  the  female,  as  the  mi- 
crocofm,  or  epitome  of  the  celeftial  fyftem,  poffeifes 
an  inherent  fimilitude  with  the  moon,  vegetates 
and  brings  forth  the  fruit  of  her  womb,  and  not 
only  feels  the  influence  and  fympathy  of  that  lumi- 
nary in  her  monthly  difcharges,  but  in  all  the  tra- 
vail and  vieirhtudes  of  pregnancy.    To  the  fame 
fourcc  likewife  we  trace  the  caufe,  and  decide  the 
qucftion,  Whether  the  fruit  of  the  womb  be  male 
or  female  ?  for,  if  the  male  feed  be  predominant, 
heat  will  abound,  and  a  male  foetus  will  be  gene- 
rated ;  but,  if  the  cooling  moifture  of  the  woman 
overcomes  the  mafculine  heat  in  the  male  feed,  a 
female  is  then  produced.    The  old  and  exploded 
notion,  of  this  caufe  depending  on  the  child's  falU 
ing  to  the  right  or  left  fide  of  the  mother,  is  too  ab- 
furd  to  weigh  a  moment  on  the  mind  of  any  rear 
fpnable  enquirer. 

We  difcover  likewife  that  the  male,  being  com 
ftituted  of  the  Solar  temperature,  is  naturally  fub- 
jecled  to  thofe  infirmities  of  body  and  mind, 
which  rcful t  from  the  elements  of  fire  and  earth  $ 
while  thofe  of  the  female  are  of  Lunar  tendency, 
arifing  from  the  elements  of  water  and  air.  Ot 
thefe  four  elements  our  grofs  or  material  part  is 
formed,  and  by  their  due  and  proper  commixture  in 
the  conftitution,  or  circulating  mafs,  are  life  and 
health  eftablifhed ;  whilft,  on  the  contrary,  by  their 
difcordant,  defective,  or  predominant  power,  difeafe 
and  death  are  produced.  Now  the.  male  abound- 
ing in  heat,  and  the  female  in  moifture,  is  the  rea- 
fon  why  many  diforders  incident  to  man,  are  alleviV 
ated  by  contact  with  the  woman  ;  as  thofe  of  the 
woman  are  by  contact  with  the  man.  In  the  grand 
fcale  of  nature,  we  find  the  meridian  heat  and 
(torching  rays  of  the  Sun,  are  qualified  and  cor- 


MEDICAL      MIRROR.  63 

reeled  by  the  cooling  moifture  and  mild  influence 
of  the  midnight  Moon;  but  when  either  of  thefe 
are  obftrucred  in  their  effect,  by  the  intervention  of 
accidental  caufes,  by  ftorms,  by  tempefts,  or  unfea- 
fonable  blafts,  we  then  endeavour  to  reprefs  by  art 
the  evil  confequences  that  are  likely  to  enfue.  Juft 
fo  in  the  human  economy,  the  grand  purpofe  and 
defign  of  medicine  is  to  correct  and  modify  the 
difcordant  elements  in  the  conftitution,  and  give 
that  vigour  and  tone  to  the  vital  powers,  which 
conftitute  the  genuine  principles  of  health  and 
life. 

From  what  has  been  fuggefted  we  might  fafely 
infer,  that  the  conftitution  and  temperature  of  the 
female  requires  a  medicine  of  an  oppofite  action 
and  tendency  to  that  adapted  to  the  male,  and 
which  ought  to  be  compounded  of  elements  conge- 
nial to  the  intentions  of  nature,  calculated  to  purge 
the  uterus,  to  purify  the  feminal  fluid,  and  give 
fbmulus  to  the  catamenia;  which,  if  not  put  in 
motion  by  the  functions  of  nature,  becomes  dull 
and  ftagnant,  and  vitiates  the  whole  circulating 
mafs;  whence  thofe  diforders,  peculiarly  incident 
to  the  moll  amiable,  as  being  the  moft  virtuous  of 
women,  are  confefledly  derived ;  and  for  the  cure 
and  prevention  of  which,  a  peculiar  and  diftincr 
remedv  has  lon<x  been  wanting:. 

Thefe,  and  other  considerations,  influenced  by 
the  known  power  of  fecond  caufes,  and  their  fa- 
culty of  acting  upon  the  mechanifm  of  the  human 
frame,  induced  me  to  attempt  the  chemical  prepa- 
ration of  two  fubtle  Tinctures,  conftituted  or  a 
co-mixture  of  the  pureft  elements  of  which  our 
blood  is  compofed,  and  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
temperature  and  conllitutions  of  the  oppofite  fexes. 
That  intended  for  the  ufe  of  Man,  I  call  the  Solar 
Tincture,  as  being-  congenial  to  the  feminal 
functions  and  vital  principles  of  his  conftitution. 
That  adapted  to  Woman,  I  call  the  Lunar  Tinc- 
ture, as  being  calculated  to  act  upon  the  menf- 
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trual  and  vegetative  fluids,  and  as  being  com- 
pounded of  thofe  elements  which  make  up  the 
frame  and  temperature  of  her  body.  The  inven- 
tion of  thefe  Tinctures  hath  been  the  refult  of  a 
long  and  laborious  application  to  the  ftudy  of  un- 
veiled nature — of  the  properties  of  fire,  air,  earth, 
and  water,  in  the  propagation  of  animal  and  vege- 
table life,  and  in  the  compofition  of  medicine  ;  in 
which,  though  thefe  elements  form  the  pabulum 
of  the  univerfe,  yet  the  art  of  collecting,  uniting, 
and  affimilating  them  with  the  vital  fluids,  feems 
to  be  unknown  among  modern  chymifts,  and  hath 
cfcaped  the  obfervation  of  medical  fcience.  The 
fixidity  of  thefe  Tinctures  at  once  eftablifli  their 
power  and  efficacy  beyond  all  others  ;  for  they  can 
never  be  affected  by  change  of  weather  or  climate, 
nor  by  heat  or  cold;  nor  will  they  fufFer  any  dimi- 
nution of  ftrength  or  virtue  by  remaining  open,  or 
uncorked ;  a  circumftance  which  cannot  be  affirmed 
of  any  other  fluid  at  prefent  known  throughout 
the  world. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  fhewthe  action  of  the  Lu- 
narTincture  onfemale  conftitutions ;  and  as  this  me- 
dicine is  only  intended  to  remedy  fuch  complaints  as 
particularly  relate  to  pregnancy,  and  the  menftrual 
difcharge,  I  lhali  omit  to  notice  any  other  maladies, 
until  I  come  to  treat  of  the  Solar  Tincture ;  which, 
though  efientially  directed  to  give  tone  and  vigour  to 
the  conftitution  of  the  male,  is  neverthelefs  equally 
efficacious  to  the  female  in  removing  al]  diforders 
of  the  blood  and  lymph  which  are  alike  common 
to  valetudinarians  of  both  fexes.  No  complaint 
in  the  female  habit,  therefore,  comes  under  our 
prefent  enquiry,  till  at  or  near  the  age  of  puberty. 
Until  this  important  period  of  the  fex  arrives, 
the  rules  heretofore  laid  down  in  the  Medical  Part 
of  my  Family  Phyfician,  for  the  management  and 
future  health  of  young  ladies,  deferve  a  very  clofe 
and  ferious  attention.  The  evident  diftinction  be- 
tween the  m#Je  and  female  in  their  ftructure  and 

defign 


MEDICAL     MIRROR.  65 

dellgn — in  their  bodily  ftrength  and  vigour,  and  in 
the  procreative  fluids,  demands  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion from  themfelvcs,  and  the  terrdereft  care  from 
the  phylician.  Nor  can  we  too  often  nor  too  car- 
neftly  caution  parents  and  guardians  againft  the 
evils  of  that  abfurd  though  falhionable  ftile  of 
bringing  up  young  ladies,  by  confining  them  almoft 
entirely  to  their  apartments,  keeping  them  on  poor, 
low  diet,  and  ufing  artificial  means  to  make  them 
fpare  and  delicate,  which  contribute  more  to  their 
prejudice  than  all  the  incidental  difeafes  to  which 
they  are  otherwife  fubjccT:.  Thefe  refinements  in  a 
female  education,  befides  deftroying  their  ruddy 
complexion,  (which  is  often  the  defign  of  it,)  re- 
laxes their  folids,  impoveriflies  their  blood,  weak- 
ens their  minds,  and  diforders  all  the  functions  of 
their  body,  whereby  they  are  often  rendered  inca- 
pable of  conception,  and  denied  the  felicity  of  be- 
coming mothers.  On  the  contrary,  it  ought  to  be 
the  ftudy,  as  it  certainly  is  the  duty,  of  all  that 
have  girls  under  their  care,  to  indulge  them  in 
every  innocent  diverfion,  and  in  every  aclive  exer- 
cife,  which  can  give  freedom  to  the  limbs,  orasnli- 
ty  to  rhe  body  ;  as  all  thefe  have  a  natural  tenden- 
cy to  exhilirate  their  fpirits,  to  promote  digeftion, 
to  ftimulate  their  blood  and  juices,  and,  at  the  pro- 
per age,  to  bring  on  a  free  and  eafy  difcharge  of  the 
menftrual  flux. 

Though  it  be  univerfally  admitted,  that  this  flux 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  nourifli  and  fupport  the 
foetus,  and  that  without  it  human  generation  can- 
not be  carried  on  ;  and  that  it  is  confequently  and 
obvioufly  peculiar  to  the  female  uterine  fyftem  j 
yet  it  is  curious  to  obferve  the  various  abfurd  and 
contradidtory  opinions  fome  phyficians  have  la- 
boured to  eftablifti,  merely,  one  might  fuppofe,  to 
bewilder  the  underftanding,  and  fubje£t  delicate  fe- 
males ftill  more  to  that  erroneous  or  miiguided 
treatment,  by  which  their  health,  their  life,  and 
every  earthlv  bleffing,  is  too  frequently  involved. 
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Dr.  Bohn,and  Dr.  Freind,  infill  that  this  flux  is 
nothing  more  than  a  plenitude  of  the  common  mafs 
of  blood,  which  nature  throws  off  only  for  relief 
againft  the  too  abundant  quantity.  Dr.  Freind  fup- 
pofes,  that  this  plenitude  arifes  from  a  coacervation 
in  the  blood-vcfTels  of  a  fuperfluity  of  aliment, 
which,  he  thinks,  remains  over  and  above  what  is 
expended  by  the  ordinary  ways  ;  and  that  women 
have  this  plethora,  and  not  men,  becaufe  their  bo- 
dies are  more  humid,  and  their  veffels,  efpecially 
the  extremities  of  them,  more  tender,  and  their 
manner  of  living  generally  more  inactive  than  that 
of  men ;  and  that  thefe  things,  concurring,  are  the 
occafion  that  women  do  not  perfpire  fufficiently 
to  carry  off  the  fuperfluous  alimentary  parts,  till 
they  be  accumulated  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  dif- 
tend  the  veffels,  and  force  their  way  through  the 
capillary  arteries  of  the-uterus.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
happen  to  women  more  than  to  the  females  of 
other  fpecies,  which  have  the  fame  parts,  becaufe 
of  the  erect  pofture  of  the  former,  and  the  vagina 
and  other  canals  being  perpendicular  to  the  hori- 
zon ;  fo  that  the  preffure  of  the  blood  is  directed 
towards  their  orifices :  whereas,  in  brutes,  they  are 
parellcl  to  the  horizon,  and  the  preffure  wholly  is 
on  the  fides  of  thofe  veffels.  The  difcharge,  he 
thinks,happens  in  this  part  rather  than  in  any  other, 
as  being  favoured  more  by  the  ffxucture  of  the  vef- 
fels ;  the  arteries  being  very  numerous,  and  the 
veins  finous  and  winding,  and  therefore  more  apt 
to  retard  the  impetus  of  the  blood  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  in  a  plethoric  cafe,  to  occafion  the  rupture 
of  the  extremities  of  the  veffels,  which  may  lafr, 
till,  by  a  fufficient  difcharge,  the  veffels  are  eafed 
of  their  overload.  To  this  he  adds  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  foft  pulpous  texture  of  the  uterus,  and 
the  vaft  number  of  veins  and  arteries  with  which  it 
is  filled.  Hence  a  healthy  maid,  being  arrived  at 
her  growth,  begins  to  prepare  more  nutriment 
than  is  required  for  the  neceifary  fupport  of  the 
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body ;  which,  as  there  is  not  to  be  any  farther  ac-* 
cretion,  muft  of  neceflity  fill  the  vefTels,  and  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  of  the  uterus  and  breads,  they  being  the 
leaft  comprefled.  Thefe  will  be  dilated  more  than 
the  others  ;  whence,  the  lateral  vafcules  evacuating 
their  humour  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  it  will 
be  filled  and  extended.  Hence  a  pain,  heat,  and 
heavinefs,  will  be  felt  about  the  loins,  pubes,  &c. 
the  vefTels  of  the  uterus,  at  the  fame  time,  will  be 
f©  dilated,  as  to  emit  blood  in  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  and  its  mouth  will  be  lubricated  and  loofen- 
ed,  and  blood  iffue  out.  As  the  quantity  of  blood 
is  diminilhed,  the  vefTels  will  be  lefs  prefTed,  and 
will  contra6t  themfelves  clofer,  fo  as  again  to  re- 
tain the  blood,  and  let  pafs  the  grofTer  part  of  the 
ferum  ;  till  at  length  only  the  ufual  ferum  pafTes. 
Again,  there  are  more  humours  prepared,  which 
are  more  eafily  lodged  in  vefTels  once  dilated ;  and 
hence  the  menfes  go  and  return  at  various  periods 
in  various  perfons. 

This  hypothefis  is  judicioufly  oppofed  by  Dr. 
Drake,  who  maintains,  that  there  is  no  fuch  pleni- 
tude, or  at  leaft  that  it  is  not  neceffary  to  menftru- 
ation  j  arguing,  that,  if  the  menfes  were  owing  to 
a  plethora  fo  accumulated,  the  fymptoms  would 
arife  gradually,  and  the  heavinefs,  ftiffnefs,  and  in- 
activity, neceflary  fymptoms  of  a  plethora,  would 
be  felt  long  before  the  periods  were  completed, 
and  women  would  begin  to  be  heavy  and  indif- 
pofed  foon  after  evacuation,  and  the  fymptoms 
would  increafe  daily;  which  is  contrary  to  all  ex- 
perience, many  women,  who  have  them  regularly 
and  eafily,  have  no  warning,  nor  any  other  rule  to 
prevent  an  indecent  furprife,  than  the  meafure  of 
time  ;  in  which,  fome  that  have  flipped,  have  been 
put  to  confufion  and  fhifts  no  way  confiftent  with 
the  notice  a  plethoric  body  would  give.  He  adds, 
that  even  in  thofe  who  are  difficultly  purged  this 
way,  the  fymptoms;  though  very  vexatious  and  te- 
dious, do  n  jt  make  fuch  regular  approaches  as  a 
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gradual  accumulation  neceflarily  requires.  If  we 
confider  what  violent  fymptoms  come  on  in  an 
hour,  we  mall  be  extremely  puzzled  to  find  the 
mighty  acceflion  of  matter,  which  fliould,  in  an 
hour  or  a  day's  time,  make  fuch  great  alterations. 
According  to  the  hypothefis,  the  laft  hour  contri- 
buted no  more  than  the  firft ;  and  of  confequence, 
the  alteration  fliould  not  be  greater  in  the  one  than 
in  the  other,  fetting  afide  the  bare  eruption. 

There  are  others  who  give  into  the  doctrine  of 
fermentation,  and  maintain  the  evacuation  in  thofe 
parts  to  be  an  effe£t  of  an  efFcrvefcence  or  ebulli- 
tion of  the  blood.  This  opinion  has  been  main- 
tained by  Drs.  Charleton,  Bale,  De  Graaf,  and 
Drake  ;  the  two  firft  of  whom  fuppofe  a  ferment 
peculiar  to  the  women,  which  produces  this  flux, 
and  affe£rs  that  part  only,  or  at  leaft  principally. 
De  Graaf,  lefs  particular  in  his  notion,  only  fup- 
pofes  an  eflervefcence  of  the  blood,  raifed  by  fome 
Ferment,  without  afligning  how  it  afits,  or  what  it 
is.  The  fudden  turgefcence  of  the  blood  occaiioned 
them  all  to  think,  that  it  arofe  from  fome  thing  till 
then  extraneous  to  the  blood,  and  led  them  to  the 
parts  principally  affected  to  feek  for  an  imaginary 
ferment,  which  no  anatomical  inquiry  could  ever 
mew,  or  find  any  receptacle  for,  nor  any  reafoning 
neceflary  infer.  Again,  thatheat,  which  frequently 
accompanies  this  turgefcence,  led  them  to  think 
the  cafe  more  than  a  plethora,  and  that  there  was 
fome  extraordinary  inteftine  motion  at  that  time. 

Dr.  Drake  contends,  that  it  is  not  only  neceflary 
there  fliould  be  a  ferment,  but  a  receptacle  alfo  for 
this  ferment ;  concluding,  from  the  fuddennefs  and 
violence  of  the  fymptoms,  that  a  great  quantity 
muft  be  conveyed  into  the  blood  in  a  ftiort  time,  and 
confequently  that  it  muft  have  been  ready  gathered 
in  fome  receptacle,  where,  whilft  it  was  lodged,  its 
action  was  reftrained.  He  pretends  to  afcertain  the 
place  both  of  the  one  and  the  other,  making  the 
gall-bladder  to  be  the  receptacle,  and  the  bile  the 

ferment. 
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ferment.  The  liquor,  he  thinks,  well  adapted  to 
raife  a  fermentation  in  the  blood,  when  difcharged 
into  it  in  quantity,,;  and,  as  it  is  contained  in  a  re- 
ceptacle that  docs  not  admit  of  a  continual  iffue,  it 
may  be  there  referved,  till  in  a  certain  period  of 
time,  the  bladder  becoming  turgid  and  full  through 
the  compreffion  of  the  incumbent  vifcera,  it  emits 
the  gall ;  which,  by  the  way  of  the  la&eals,  infinu- 
ating  itfelf  into  the  blood,  may  raife  that  effervef- 
cence  that  occafions  the  aperture  of  the  uterine  ar- 
teries. To  confirm  this,  he  aTledges,  that  perfons 
of  a  bilious  conftitution  have  the  menfes  either 
more  plentifully,  or  more  frequently,  than  others ; 
and  that  diftempers  manifeftly  bilious  are  attended 
with  fymptoms  refembling  thofe  of  women  labour- 
ing under  difficult  menftruation.  Should  this  argu- 
ment however  be  admitted,  men  would  have  the 
menfes  as  well  as  women.  But  to  this  he  anfwers, 
that  men  do  not  abound  in  bile  fo  much  as  women, 
the  pores  of  the  former  being  more  open,  and  car- 
rying off  more  of  the  ferous  part  of  the  blood, 
which  is  the  vehicle  for  all  other  humours,  and  con- 
fequently  a  greater  part  of  each  is  difcharged 
through  them  than  in  women,  wherein  the  fuper- 
fluitv  muft  either  continue  to  circulate  with  the 
blood,  or  be  gathered  into  proper  receptacles,  which 
is  the  cafe  in  the  bile:  The  fame  reafon  he  gives 
why  menftruation  Ihould  not  be  in  brutes :  the  pores 
of  thefe  being  manifeftly  more  open  than  thofe  of 
women,  as  appears  from  their  quantity  of  hair,  for 
the  vegetation  of  which,  a  large  cavitv,  and  a 
wider  aperture  of  the  glands,  are  neceffary,  than 
where  no  fuch  thing  is  produced:  there  is  yet  fome 
difference  between  the  males  and  females  even 
among  thefe,  fome  of  the  latter  having  their  menfes, 
fuch  as  the  oran-outang,  &c.  though  not  fo  often, 
nor  in  the  fame  form  and  quantity,  as  women.  But 
without  dwelling  on  thefe  abftra£t  reafonings,  the 
abfurdity  of  which  will  be  obvious  to  every  ptrfon, 
who  turns  to  the  foregoing  fyftem  of  human  im- 

I  2  pregnatioiij 


yo  MEDICAL  .MIRROR. 

pregnation,  we  need  only  remark,  that  there  are  two 
critical  periods  in  every  woman's  life  which  com- 
pletely deftroy  this  hypothefis.  Thefe  are,  that  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  theAnenfes  begin  to 
flow  j  but  fubfide  at  the  age  of  forty  or  fifty.  At 
their  commencement,  we  often  find  the  difficulty, 
and  confequent  difeafe,  arifes  from  their  deficiency ; 
whereas,  according  to  the  foregoing  do£tririe,  they 
would  then  always  flow  with  the  greateft  freedom, 
At  the  period  when  they  fhould  ceafe,  they  are  apt 
to  come  in  fuch  abundance  as  to  bring  on  a  flood- 
ing, which  not  only  endangers,  but  too  frequently 
deftroys,  life — a  fatal  confequence  that  could  not 
poflibly  happen,  were  the  above  arguments  true. 

OF  FEMININE  OR  LUNAR  DISEASES. 

That  the  vegetative  or  procreative  faculties  of 
women  are  univerfally  governed  by  the  lunations 
of  the  moon,  their  own  experience,  as  well  as  the 
demonftrations  given  in  my  Treatife  on  the  Occult 
Sciences,  indifputably  prove.  The  firft  fhew  of 
the  catamenia,  if  it  be  natural,  invariably  comes 
with  the  new,  full,  firft,  and  laft  quarters  of  the 
moon ;  and  this  effort  of  nature  is  juftly  confidered 
as  the  fure  fign'  of  a  procreating  ability,  and  of 
complete  puberty*.    Whenever  this  feafon  arrives, 

whether 

*  Rome  females  have  their  catamenia  in  the  full  moon,  fome  in 
the  new  moon, and  fome  in  the  wane.  This  is  owing  to  theirfeveral 
complexions;  and  although  all  females,  in  refpect  to  the  male,  are 
phlegmatic,  yet  fome  are  more  fanguine,  fome  more  choleric,  and 
ibme  more  melancholy  than  others.  The  fanguine,  or  thofe  females 
\vho  have  the  aerial  property  moft  predominant  in  their  complexi- 
on, (when  in  health)  have  their  monthly  difcharges  at  the  firft  quar- 
ter of  the  moon :  thofe  who  have  the  fiery  property  moft  predo- 
minant in  their  compofition,  and  are  choleric,  have  the  menfeg 
at  the  full  moon  :  thofe  of  a  melancholy  temperature,  who  par- 
take more  of  the  earthly  quality,  have  their  monthly  courfes 
when  the  moon  arrives  at  her  third  quarter;  but  the  phlegmatic, 
whofe  complexion  participates  more  of  the  aqueous  property, 
have  fuch  periods  of  difcharge  at  the  new  moon.  Hence  we 
may  conclude,  that  were  females  to  pbferve  the  lituation  of  the 
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^whether  early  or  late,  the  conftitution  of  every  fe- 
male undergoes  a  conliderable  change,  and  the 
greateft  care  and  attention  are  then  neceifary, 
iince  the  future  health  and  happinefs  of  every  wo- 
man depend,  in  a  great  meafure,  upon  her  conduct 
at  this  period.  It  is  the  duty  of  mothers,  and  of 
thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  education  of 
girls,  to  inftruct  them  early  in  the  conduct  and  ma- 
nagement of  themfelves  at  this  critical  moment. 
Falfe  modefty,  inattention,  and  ignorance  of  what 
is  beneficial  or  hurtful  at  this  time,  are  the  fources 
of  many  difeafes  and  misfortunes,  which  a  very 
little  attention  might  now  prevent.  Nor  is  care 
Jefs  neceffary  in  the  fubfequent  returns  of  this  dis- 
charge. Taking  improper  food,  violent  agitations, 
of  the  mind,  or  catching  cold,  is  often  fufficient  to 
•ruin  the  health,  or  to  render  the  female  for  ever 
after  incapable  of  procreation. 

In  order  to  efcape  the  chlorofis,  and  other  fimilar 
difeafes,  incident  to  young  women  at  the  period 
when  the  menfes  commence,  let  them  avoid  indo- 
lence and  inactivity,  and  accuftom  themfelves  to 
exercife  in  the  open  air,  as  much  as  poflible.  The 
discharge  in  the  beginning  is  feldom  fo  inftantane- 
ous  as  to  furprife  them  unawares.  The  eruption  is 
generally  preceded  by  fymptoms  that  indicate  its 
approach;  fuch  as  a  fenfe  of  heat,  weight,  and 
dull  pain  in  the  loins ;  diftenfion  and  hardnefs  of 
the  breafls,  head-ach,  lofs  of  appetite,  laflitude, 
palenefs  of  the  countenance,  and  fometimes  a 
ilight  degree  of  fever.  When,  thefe  fymptoms 
occur,  every  thing  mould  be  carefully  avoided 
which  may  obftruct  the  difcharge,  and  all  gentle 
means  ufed  to  promote  it;  as  fitting  frequently 
over  (teams  of  warm  water,  drinking  warm  diluting 
liquors,  &c.    When  the  menfes  have  begun  to 

moon  to  the  fun,  at  the  firft  time  they  have  a  fhew  of  the  cata- 
menia,  they  would  be  enabled,  by  a  proper  regimen,  to  keep 
■theml elves  in  perfedt  health,  and  their  temperature  in  a  proper 
equilibrium. 
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flow,  great  care  fhould  be  taken  to  avoid  every- 
thing that  tends  to  obftrucl  them  ;  fuch  as  falt-fifh, 
and  all  kinds  of  food  that  are  hard  of  digeftion, 
and  cold  acid  liquors,    Damps  are  likewife  hurtful 
at  this  period;  as  alfo  anger,  fear,  grief,  and  other 
affections  of  the  mind.    From  whatever  caufe  this 
flux  is  obftrucled,  except  in  the  ftate  of  pregnancy, 
proper  means  fhould  be  inftantly  ufed  to  reftore  it; 
and  if  exercife  in  a  dry,  open,  and  rather  cool  air, 
"wholefome  diet,  generous  liquors,  in  a  weak  and 
languid  ftate  of  the  body  chearful  company,  and 
amufcment,  fail,  recourfe  mud  be  had  to  medicine. 
In  all  fuch  cafes,  blood-letting  muft  be  carefully 
avoided ;  but  let  the  patient  take  from  twenty  to 
thirtv  drops  of  the  Lunar  Tinfture,  in  a  wine-glafs 
of  warm  water  or  mugwort  tea,  every  morning  be- 
fore breakfaft,  every  day  at  noon,  and  every  night 
before  going  to  bed,  until  the  intention  be  an- 
fvvcred,  which  will  ufually  take  place  in  three  or 
four  days,  without  the  afliftance  of  any  other  me- 
dicine whatever.    But  it  fometimes  happens,  in 
relaxed  conftitutions,  that  the  menftrual  difcharge, 
on  its  firft  appearance,  is  vitiated,  and  fuper-abun-i 
dant ;  the  confequence  of  this  is,  that  the  patient 
becomes  weak,  the  colour  pale,  the  appetite  im- 
paired, and  the  digeftion  languid,  fo  that  dropfy 
or  confumption,  is  likely  to  enfue.    Effectually  to 
prevent  thefe,  let  the  patient  be  kept  two  or  three 
days  in  bed,  with  her  head  low;  let  her  obferve  a 
flender  diet,  principally  of  white  meats;  her  drink 
being  red-port  negus.    Every  night  arid  morning 
for  ten  or  twelve  days,  let  her  take  one  table-fpoon- 
ful  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  diluted  in  double  the 
quantity  of  decoction  of  nettle-roots,  or  of  the 
greater  comfrey ;  and  after  the  flux  has  abated;  and 
her  health  and  ftrength  feem  to  return,  let  her  only 
take  a  table-fpoonful  of  the  Solar  Tinclure,  every 
day  at  noon,  in  a  glafs  of  cold  fpring-water ;  which 
wonderfully  contributes  to  reftore  a  due  confiftency 
to  the  circulating  mafs,  promotes  digeftion,  and  in- 
vigorates 
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vigprates  the  fpirits.  Before  the  cuftomary  period 
returns,  (lie  muft  difcontinue  the  Solar  Tincture ; 
and,  if  there  be  the  leaft  appearance  of  irregularity 
or  obftruction,  fet  her  again  take,  night  and  morn- 
ing, for  two  or  three  days,  from  twenty  to  thirty 
drops  of  the  Lunar  Tincture  in  a  glafs  of  mug- 
wort  tea,  and  the  will  quickly  find  a  regular  habit, 
and  her  health  amazingly  eftablifhed.  In  obftinate 
or  neglected  cafes,  where  the  menfes  have  feceded3 
and,  after  an  irregular  appearance,  have  turned 
wholly  into  the  habit,  both  thefe  Tinctures  fhould 
be  ufed  with  a  lefs  fparing  hand,  particularly  under 
circumftances  in  any  refpecl:  fimilar  to  the  follow- 
ing remarkable 

CASE. 

Being  called  to  the  afliftance  of  a  young  lady  of 
fifteen  years  of  age,  I  was  informed  her  menfes  had 
made  an  irregular  appearance  about  five  or  fix 
times,  coming  firft  with  the  full  and  then  with  the 
new  moon,  and  afterwards  at  the  diftance  of  two 
or  three  months  apart  until  they  totally  difap- 
peared,  and  turned  back  upon  the  habit.  No  no- 
tice was  taken,  until  the  patient  was  feized  with  a 
violent  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  attended  with  fever 
and  epileptic  fits.  After  being  under  the  care  of 
an  eminent  phyfician  for  feveral  months,  who  di- 
rected venefection,  and  almoft  every  cuftomary  ap- 
plication, to  no  kind  of  purpofe,  the  diforder  fixed 
in  her  neck,  forming  a  large  tumour,  the  acrimony 
of  which  fell  upon  her  lungs,  and  threw  her  into 
ffrong  convulfions. 

In  this  extremity  I  was  fent  for.  Perceiving  the 
whole  fyftem  deranged  by  fpafmodic  affections,  and. 
a  locked  jaw  almoft  finally  compleated,  my  firft  ob- 
jedt  was  to  relieve  the  vital  organs,  by  giving  force 
and  elafticity  to  the  circulating  mafs.  With  this 
view  I  with  difficulty  forced  the  mouth  fufficiently 
open  to  adminifter  one  table-fpoonful  of  the  Solar 
Tincture  undiluted ;  and  within  half  an  hour,  to  the 
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aftonifliment  of  her  friends,  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  every  convulfive  fymptom  die  away,  and  of 
hearing  the  patient's  voice,  of  which  fhe  had  been 
totally  deprived  for  upwards  of'a  week  before. 
Two  hours  after,  another  fpoonful  of  the  Solar 
Tincture  was  taken  with  additional  fuccefs  ;  and 
the  patient  afterwards  continued  this  medicine  in 
the  quantity  of  a  table-fpoonfuJ,  in  a  wine  glafs  of 
warm  water,  three  times  a  day,  for  fix  days,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  her  appetite  and  ftrength 
were  furprifmgly  returned ;  and  fhe  was  then  put 
under  a  regular  courfe  of  the  Lunar  Tincture. 
Twenty  drops,  in  a  wine  glafs  of  mug-wort  tea, 
were  taken  every  night  and  morning  for  thirteen 
fucceffive  days ;  and  on  the  morning  following,  it 
being  the  full  moon,  with  which  her  menfes  origi- 
ginally  came,  (he  had  the  confolation  to  find  that 
every  obftru&ion  was  removed,  and  that  the  due 
courfe  of  nature  was  completely  re-eftabliflied. 
The  glandular  fwellings  gradually  iubfided,  her  na- 
tural complexion  quickly  returned,  and  ihe  now 
continues  in  blooming  health,  perfectly  regular, 
free  from  all  obstructions,  as  well  as  from  every 
confequent  complaint,  thankful  for  the  bleffings  of 
her  recovery,  and  delirous  of  communicating  the 
means  to  any  unfortunate  female  under  fimilar  af- 
fliction ;  reference  concerning  this  cafe  may  be  had 
by  application  to  the  author. 

CHLOROSIS,     OR     CREEN    SICKNESS;    BY  SOME 
CALLED,    THE  LOVE-FEVER, 

This  difeafe  ufually  attacks  virgins  a  little  after 
the  time  of  puberty,  and  fir  ft  fhews  itfelf  by  fymp- 
toms  of  dyf/ie/ifia ,  or  bad  digeftion.  But  a  diftin- 
guifhing  fymptom  is,  that  the  appetite  is  entirely 
vitiated,  and  the  patient  will  eat  Jime,  chalk,  allies, 
fait,  &c.  very  greedily;  while  at  the  fame  time 
there  is  not  only  a  total  inaptitude  to  proper 
food,  but  it  will  even  excite  naufea  and  vomiting. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  .the  urine  is  pale, 
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and  afterwards  turbid  ;  the  face  becomes  pale,  and 
then  affumes  a  greenilh  colour;  fometimes  it  be- 
comes livid  or  yellow,  the  eyes  are  funk,  and  have  a 
livid  circle  round  them ;  the  lips  lofe  their  fine  red 
colour;  the  pulfe  is  quick,  weak,  and  low,  though 
the  heat  is  little  fliort  of  a  fever,  but  the  veins  are 
fcarcely  filled ;  the  feet  are  frequently  cold,  fwel- 


WJ  th  a  fort  tumefaction;  the  breathing  is  difficult: 
nor  is  the  mind  free  from  agitation  as  well  as  the 
body;  it  becomes  irritated  by  the  flighteft  caufes j 
and  fometimes  the  patients  love  folitude,  and  be- 
come fad  and  melancholy.  There  is  a  retention  of 
the  menfes  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
diforder;  which  eventually  fix  on  the  vital  organs, 
and  death  enfues. 

The  above  complaint  indifputably  arifes  from 
ftifling  or  fuppreffing  the  calls  of  nature  at  this 
vernal  feafon,  or  juvenile  fpring  of  life,  when  the 
primary  command  of  God,  "  increafe  and  multiply" 
is  moft  fenfibly  impreffed  upon  the  whole  human 
fabric.  Every  tube  and  veflel  appertaining  to  the 
genital  fyftem,  being  now  filled  with  a  procreative 
liquor,  excites  in  the  female  a  powerful,  yet  per- 
haps involuntary,  irritation  of  the  parts,  ftrongly 
foliciting  the  means  to  difcharge  their  load  by  ve- 
nereal embraces.  Thefe,  from  prudential  motives, 
being  often  neceflarily  denied,  the  prolific  tinctures 
feize  upon  the  ftomach  and  vifcera,  obftrucl  and 
vitiate  the  catamenia,  choak  and  clog  the  perfora- 
tive vefTels,  whereby  the  venal,  arterial,  and  ner- 
vous, fluids,  become  ftagnant ;  and  a  leucophleg- 
matia,  or  white  flabby  dropfical  tumour,  pervades 
the  whole  body,  and  quickly  devotes  the  unhappy 
patient  to  the  arms  of  death.  In  this  manner,  I 
am  forry  to  remark,  are  thoufands  of  the  moft  de- 
licate and  Jovely  women  plunged  into  eternity,  in 
the  very  bloffom  of  life,  when  female  excellence  is 
but  budding  forth,  big  with  the  promifed  fruit  of 
rapture  and  delight !  How  much  then  does  it  be- 
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come  the  duty  of  parents  and  guardians,  who 
have  daughters  or  wards  in  fituations  like  thefe, 
and  where  no  very  grofs  objeftion  can  arife,  to  dif- 
fer them  to  marry  with  the  men  they  love,  other- 
wife  to  provide  fuitable  matches  for  them;  fince 
this  will  effe£l  the  moft  rational  and  mod  natural 
cure,  by  removing  the  caufes  of  the  complaint  all 
together.    If,  however,  matrimony  be  not  then 
convenient,  nor  likely,  in  a  fliort  time,  to  lake 
place,  recourfe  muft  forthwith  be  had  to  proper 
regimen,  and  phyfical  aid,  otherwife  delirium  or 
confumption  will  quickly  enfue.    The  beft  method 
of  regimen  is  laid  down  in  my  Family  Phyfician, 
page  217,  which,  if  well  obferved,  in  addition  to 
the  following  courfe,  will  generally  perform  a  cure. 
Take  leaves  of  mugwort,  briony,  and  pennyroyal, 
of  each  an  handful ;  infufe  them  four  days  in  two 
quarts  of  foft  water,  and  then  pour  off  the  clear 
liquor  for  ufe.    Take  a  gill-glafs  three  parts  full, 
with  forty  drops  of  the  Lunar  TinElure  added  to  it, 
three,  times  a  day,  viz.  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
till  the  decoction  be  all  ufed.    Then  reduce  the 
dofe  to  thirty  drops  of  the  Tin£ture  in  a  wine-glafs 
of  cold  fpring  water  morning  and  evening,  for 
fifteen  days;  after  which  it  fhould  be  taken  only 
once  a  day,  or  every  other  day,  until  the  patient 
finds  herfelf  entirely  free  from  every  fymptom  of 
the  difeafe.    For  this  malady,  it  is  the  only  fpe- 
cific  hitherto  known;  it  unclogs  the  genital  tubes, 
purges  and  cools  the  uterus  and  vagina,  promotes 
the  menftrua]  discharge,  cleanfes  the  urinary  paf- 
fages,  diffolves  vifcid  humours  in  the  blood,  flifirp- 
ens  the  appetite,  ftimulates  the  nerves,  and  invigo- 
rates the  fpirits,  which  in  all  ftages  of  cl\lorofi$  are 
fo  apt  to  be  deprelfed.    When  this  diforder  is  not 
very  obftinate,  nor  far  advanced,  let  the  patient 
take  from  thirty  to  forty  drops  of  the  Lunar  Tinc- 
ture, in  a  wine-glafs  of  cold  fpring  water  for  thirty 
pr  forty  days  fucceffively,  and  it  will  perform  a  cure 
without  the  trouble  of  preparing  the  decoftion. 
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111  this  malady,  I  have  lately  had  the  happlriefs  of 
completing  an  elegant  cure,  which  I  mall  mention 
here,  merely  for  the  information  of  fuch  unfortu- 
nate maids  as  may  be  languifhing  under  the  fame 
deplorable  circumftances.  The  following  is  a  lite- 
ral ftatement  of  the 

CASE. 

A  young  lady,  turned  of  feventeen,  had  been 
afflicted  with  chlorojis  almoft  three  years.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  malady,  me  conceived  an  uncon- 
querable appetite  for  wood-cinders,  concreted  mor- 
tar, tobacco-pipes,  fealing-wax,  &c.  Her  courfes 
appeared  at  different  intervals  of  the  difeafe,  but 
always  irregular,  and  more  or  lefs  in  a  vitiated  ftate. 
About  half  a  year  preceding  my  attendance,  this 
flux  had  totally  ceafed ;  but,  upon  the  approach  of 
every  new  moon,  with  which  her  menfes  originally 
came,  me  was  afflicted  with  pains  in  the  back  and 
loins,  heavinefs  and  turgidity  about  the  region  of 
the  womb,  and  other  cuflomary  fymptoms  of  the 
catamenia;  yet  not  the  fmalleft  mow  could  be 
brought  to  appear.  A  little  before  this,  the  lady's 
affections  had  been  placed  on  a  young  man  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  but  whofe  fituation  in  life  was  by 
no  means  on  a  fcale  adapted  to  the  views  of  her 
father  and  family.  The  moment  therefore  this  at- 
tachment was  difcovered,  the  lady  was  confined  to 
her  apartment,  and  neither  fuffered  to  take  exercife 
or  frefh  air,  without  fome  trufty  attendant  to  ac- 
company her.  This  confinement  heightened  her 
difeafe,  and  brought  on  a  fettled  melancholy,  a 
green  fallow  complexion,  dejected  fpirits,  univerfal 
laffitude,  and  wafting  of  the  flefh.  The  morbid 
ftate  of  her  body  having  thus  undermined  her  con- 
ftitution,  without  attracting  either  her  own  or  her 
father's  care,  the  diforder  fell  upon  the  vital  organs, 
and  with  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  that  within  twenty- 
four  hours  flie  was  feized  with  an  ardent  fever,  at- 
tended with  lofs  of  appetite,  delirium,  and  a  total 
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privation  of  fpeech.  In  this  (hocking  ftare  fhe  had 
the  alternate  advice  of  three  phyficians  of  the  firft 
refpedtability  ;  but  the  diforder  increasing,  and  put- 
ting on  the  moft  dangerous  fymptoms,  after  having 
baffled  their  utmoft  fkiil,  a  confultation  was  had, 
and  the  miferable  patient  was  apparently  configned 
to  the  grave. 

Under  thefe  deplorable  circumftances  it  was  my 
lot  to  be  called  in;  and,  upon  a  clofe  examination 
of  the  patient,  fcarcely  any  vifible  figns  of  life  re- 
mained. The  pulfe  had  nearly  fubfided.  The  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  and  lungs  could  fcarcely  be  dif- 
cerned.  The  eyes  were  funk,  and  fixed ;  yet  re- 
tained an  uncommon  look  of  exprefiion  and  fenti- 
menj.  At  this  time  fhe  had  a  large  blifter  round 
her  neck,  another  on  the  pit  of  her  ftomach ;  a 
third,  very  large,  between  her  moulders;  a  fourth, 
on  her  head  ;  a  fifth,  and  fixth,  infide  the  ancles 
and  legs.  Venefedtion  had  been  fo  often  repeated, 
that  fcarcely  blood  enough  remained  to  fupport  the 
heat  and  action  of  the  heart.  In  this  exhaufted 
ftate,  I  only  adminiftered  three  table-fpoonfuls  of 
the  Solar  Tincture,  undiluted,  at  intervals  of  little 
more  than  an  hour  apart ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  four 
hours  after,  I  had  the  heartfelt  fatisfadtion  of  feeing 
the  energy  of  the  blood  reftored;  pulfation  gradually 
refumed  its  adtion;  the  lungs  were  dilated;  refpi- 
ration  became  free  ;  and  a  profufe  fweat,  which  the 
Tincture  induced,  fortunately  opened  the  perfpi- 
ratory  veffels ;  and  the  patient  began  to  give  evident 
figns  of  eafe  and  fenfibility.  Warm  nourifliing  food 
was  afterwards  taken  infmall  quantities ;  and  I  was 
enabled  to  remove  the  blifters,  and  perform  the 
dreflings,  without  pain  or  torture  to  the  languid 
patient.  The  Solar  Tincture  was  now  daily  admi- 
niftered for  ten  days,  in  the  quantity  of  a  table- 
fpoonful  in  a  wine-glafs  of  warm  barley-water, 
three  times  a  day,  and  once  in  the  night,  whenever 
watchfulnefs  came  on.  About  the  middle  of  the 
feventh  day,  (he  began  to  articulate;  and  on  the 
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tenth  day,  her  voice  and  bodily  functions  were  fo 
far  reftored,  that  I  deemed  it  fafe  to  give-  her  an 
interval  of  fix  days  reft,  without  any  medicine  what- 
ever. I  had  the  happinefs  to  find  mv  expectations 
completely  anfwered ;  for  nature,  alTifted  by  nou- 
rifliing  food,  effected  more  than  a  profuiion  of 
drugs;  fo  that,  in  little  more  than  twentv  davs,  my 
patient  was  able  to  walk,  and  to  put  herfelf  under  a 
courfe  of  the  Lunar  TinCture.  This  fhe  periifted  in, 
with  nouriftiing  diet,  feconded  by  occafional  but 
very  gentle  airings  in  the  carriage,  for  near  a  month 
longer ;  when,  on  the  approach  of  the  enfuing  new 
moon,  to  the  unfpeakable  joy  of  her  friends,  the 
menftrual  flax  re  fumed  its  natural  courfe:  the  com- 
fort and  relief  of  which  was  fo  vifible  to  the  patient, 
that  (he  in  extacy  exclaimed,  "  my  [nfferiugs  are  at 
ft  an  end."  This  lady  has  ever  fince  continued  to 
improve  in  health  and  fpirits  in  fo  furprifing  a  de- 
gree, that,  looking  back  on  her  late  miferable  and 
reduced  ftate  of  body,  forms  a  contraft  fo  great  as 
almoit  to  exceed  belief.  Yet  the  lady  and  her 
worthy  parent,  are  at  all  times  ready  to  authenti- 
cate the  fact,  to  any  reputable  enquirer,  or  to  the 
friends  of  any  unfortunate  female  labouring  under 
a  limilar  affliction. 

OF   THE    FLUOR   ALBUS,  OR  WHITES. 

The  fluor  albus,  female  weaknefs,  or  whites,  as  it 
is  commonly  called,  is  a  difeafe  of  the  womb  and 
its  contiguous  parts ;  from  which  a  pale-coloured, 
greenim,  or  yellow  fluid,  is  difcharged,  attended 
with  lofs  of  ftrength,  pain  in  the  loins,  bad  digef- 
tion,  and  a  wan  fickly  afpeft.  The  quantity,  co- 
lour, and  confidence,  of  the  difcharge,  chiefly  de- 
pend upon  the  time  of  its  duration,  the  patient's 
habit  of  body,  and  the  nature  of  the  caufe  by  which 
it  was  produced.  Weakly  women  of  lax  folids, 
who  have  had  many  children,  and  long  laboured 
under  ill  health,  are  of  all  the  moft  fubject  to  this 

dlfa- 


80  MEDICAL  MIRROR. 

difagreeable  difeafe ;  from  which  they  unfortunately* 
fuffer  more  feverity  than  others,  as  the  niceft  fenfa- 
tions  are  often  connected  with  fuch  a  delicacy  of 
bodily  frame  as  fubjects  them  to  it.  In  Holland  it 
is  very  frequent,  and  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the 
place,  from  dampnefs  of  fituation;  the  furrounding 
air  being  fo  overcharged  with  moifture  as  to  relax 
the  body,  prevent  perfpiration,  and  throw  it  upon 
the  bowels  or  womb ;  producing  in  the  firft:  a  diar- 
rhoea or  flux,  in  the  laft  the  fluor  albus  or  female 
weaknefs.  The  difcharge  often  proceeds  from  the 
veffels  fubfervient  to  menftruation ;  becaufe,  in  de- 
licate habits,  where  thofe  veffels  are  weak,  and 
confequently  remain  too  long  uncontra£ted,  the 
fluor  albus  fometimes  immediately  follows  the 
menfes,  and  goes  off  by  degrees  as  they  gradually 
clofe.  It  alfo  comes  from  the  mucous  glands  of  the 
womb,  as  is  particularly  evident  in  very  young  fe- 
males of  eight  or  ten  years  old ;  in  thefe,  though 
very  rarely,  it  has  been  obferved ;  it  muft  then  ne- 
ceffarily  have  efcaped  from  thofe  parts,  as  the  ute- 
rine veffels  are  not  fufhciently  enlarged  for  its  paf- 
fage  at  fo  early  a  period. 

Sometimes,  as  in  women  with  child,  it  proceeds 
from  the  paffage  to  the  womb,  and  not  from  the 
womb  itfelf;  which,  during  pregnancy,  is  clofely 
fealed  up,  fo  that  nothing  can  pafs  thence  till  the 
time  of  labour.  The  application  of  thofe  inftru- 
ments  called  peffarics,  from  the  pain  and  irritation 
they  occafion,  are  alfo  apt  to  bring  on  this  dif- 
charge. The  fluor  albus  has  been  fuppofed  to  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  the  menfes ;  becaufe,  where  the 
firft  prevails,  the  laft  are  generally  either  irregular 
or  totally  wanting:  but  it  might  more  properly  be 
faid,  that  the  pretence  of  the  fluor  albus,  which  is 
a  preternatural  evacuation,  occations  the  abfence  of 
that  which  is  natural ;  as  is  evident  from  the  return 
of  the  menfes  after  the  fluor  albus  has  been  cured. 
Indeed,  when  this  difcharge  appears  about  the  age 
of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  and  returns  once  a  month, 
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with  fymptoms  like  thofe  of  the  menfes,  then  it 
mav  be  deemed  ftrictly  natural,  and  ought  not  to 
be  flopped.    The  diftinctions  of  the  fluor  albus  may- 
be divided  into  two  clafles.    The  firft  arifing  from 
a  funple  weaknefs  of  the  feminal  veflels;  the  fe- 
cond  from  a  relaxation  of  the  folids;  which  may 
either  be  general,  where  the  whole  bodily  fyftem  is 
enervated  and  unftnmg;   or  partial,  where  the 
womb  only  is  affe&ed,  in  confequence  of  hard  la- 
bour, frequent  mifcarriages,  a  fupprefllon  or  im- 
moderate quantity  of  the  menfes,  or  a  ftrain  of  the 
back  and  loins.    In  the  firft  cafe,  the  difcharge  be- 
ing generally  mild,  may  be  eafily  taken  away.  In 
the  fecond,  it  may  proceed  from  a  vitiated  or  im- 
pure blood,  where  the  body,  from  this  caufe,  is 
loaded  with  grofs  humours,  which  nature  for  her 
own  fecurity  and  relief  thus  endeavours  to  carry 
off.    In  fuch  cafes,  the  difcharge  is  often  of  a 
reddifh  colour,  like  that  from  old  malignant  ul- 
cers, being  fometimes  fo  fliarp  as  to  excoriate  the 
contiguous  parts,  and  occafion  a  fmarting  and  heat 
of  urine.    A  deep-feated  darting  pain,  with  a  de- 
preffion,  attending  fuch  a  difcharge,  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  fign,  and  indicates  an  ulce- 
rated or  cancerous  womb.    This  malignant  ftate 
of  the  difeafe,  if  of  long  continuance,  is  extreme 
]y  difficult  of  cure ;  and  difpofes  the  patient  to 
barrennefs,  a  bearing  down,  dropfy,  or  confump- 
tion.    In  fhort,  as  this  is  a  malady  of  the  moft. 
dangerous  kind,  which  by  long  continuance  or 
neglect  becomes  difficult  of  cure,  and  often  proves 
fatal,  it  were  to  be  wiftied  that  women,  on  fuch 
occafions,  would  be  more  attentive  to  their  own 
fafety,  by  ufmg  all  poffible  means,  in  due  time,  to 
prevenr  the  diforder. 

As  women  are  fometimes  connected  with  thofe 
who  do  not  confcjentioufly  regard  their  fafety,  it  is 
a  circumftance  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  dif- 
tinguifti  a  frefh  venereal  infection  from  the  fluor 
ftlbus  or  whites ;  for,  if  the  firft  be  miftaken  for  the 
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laft,  and  be  either  neglected  or  improperly  treated, 
the  worft  confequences  may  arife.    In  addition 
therefore  to  what  I  have  ftated  in  page  219  of  my 
Family  Phyfician,  the  following  figns  will  ferve  to 
inform  the  patient  whether  there  be  occafion  for 
her  doubts  or  not.    A  frefh  infection,  called  go- 
norrhoea, is  malignant  and  inflammatory;  the  fluor 
albus  mod  commonly  arifes  from  relaxation  and 
bodily  weaknefs:  and  therefore  the  remedies  pro- 
per in  the  firft  diforder  would  render  the  jaft 
more  violent,  by  locking  up  and  confining  the  in- 
fectious matter.    In  the  gonorrhoea,  the  difchargc 
chiefly  proceeds  from  the  parts  contiguous  to  the 
urinary  paflage,  and  continues  whilft  the  menfes 
flow;  but  in  the  fluor  albus  it  is  fupplied  from 
the  cavity  of  the  womb  and  its  paflage,  and  then 
the  menfes  are  feldom  regular.     In  the  gonor- 
rhoea,   an    itching  inflammation    and   heat  of 
urine  are  the  fore-runners  of  the  difcharge;  the 
orifice  of  the  urinary  paflage  is  prominent,  and  the 
patient  is  affected  with  a  frequent  irritation  to 
make  water.    In  the  fluor  albus,  pains  in  the  loins, 
and  lofs  of  ftrength,  attend  the  difcharge ;  and,  if 
any  inflammation  or  heat  of  urine  follow,  they 
happen  in  a  lefs  degree,  and  only  after  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  difcharge,  which  becoming  fharp 
and  acrimonious,  excoriates  the  furrounding  parts. 
In  the  gonorrhoea,  the  difcharge  fuddenly  appears, 
without  any  evident  caufe ;  but  in  the  fluor  albus, 
it  comes  on  more  flowly,  and  is  often  produced  by 
irregularities  of  the  menfes,  frequent  abortion, 
ftrains,  or  long-continued  illnefs.    In  the  gonor- 
rhoea, the  difcharge  is  greenifli  or  yellow,  lefs  in 
quantity,  and  not  attended  with  the  fame  fymptoms 
of  weaknefs.    In  the  fluor  albus,  it  is  alfo  often  of 
the  fame  colour,  efpecially  in  bad  habits  of  body, 
and  after  long  continuance ;  but  is  ufually  more 
oftenfive,  and  redundant  in  quantity.    The  whites 
often  afflict  maids  of  a  weakly  conftitution,  as  well 
as  married  women  and  widows ;  and  indeed  there 
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are  few  of  the  fex,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  fickly, 
who  have  not  known  it  more  or  Jefs.  For  what- 
ever difeafe  renders  the  blood  poor,  foul,  or  vif- 
cous,  and  reduces  a  woman  to  a  languid  condition, 
is  commonly  fucceeded  by  the  whites;  which  when 
they  come  in  this  manner,  continue  more  abun- 
dantly to  weaken  the  body,  and  are  in  great  dan- 
ger, without  fpeedy  remedy,  of  wearing  away  the 
patient,  and  making  her  a  miferable  victim  to  mor- 
tality. Let  no  woman,  therefore,  when  flie  finds 
herfelf  afflifted  by  this  obnoxious  complaint,  neg- 
lect endeavouring  to  obtain  an  immediate  remedy* 
The  regimen  and  general  management  are  pointed 
out  in  the  Medical  part  of  my  Family  Phyficia'n, 
page  220;  but,  in  lieu  of  all  other  medicines, 
make  a  decoction  of  tormentil-root,  biftort,  com- 
frey,  and  red  rofe  leaves,  and  take  a  gill  glafs  three 
parts  full,  adding  to  it  thirty  or  forty  drops  of  the 
Lunar  Tincture,  which  mull  be  perfifted  in  morn-* 
ing,  noon,  and  night,  for  ten  days ;  repeat  the  de- 
coction, morning  and  evening  only,  for  ten  days 
more ;  after  which  let  it  be  discontinued,  and  take 
the  tincture  every  morning  for  a  month,  twenty 
drops  in  a  wine-glafs  of  cold  fpring  water,  the  dif- 
eafe will  be  found  gradually  to  abate :  and,  upon 
any  fymptoms  of  a  return  of  it,  take  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  drops  of  the  Tincture  in  a  wine-glafs  of 
cold  water  every  morning  for  a  week,  and  it  will  go 
entirely  off;  as  hath  been  verified  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  patients,  who  are  ready  to  teflify  that  they 
owe  their  cure,  even  in  the  mod  obftinate  cafes, 
entirely  to  the  Lunar  Tincture. 

OF   BARRENNESS,   OR  INFERTILITY. 

Barrennefs  is  fuch  a  (late  of  a  woman's  bodv,  as- 

* 

indifpofes  it,  upon  the  ufe  of  the  natural  means, 
to  conceive  and  propagate  her  fpecies.  This  pro- 
ceeds from  many  fources,  which  may  be  reduced 
to  thefe  two  general  heads :  Firft — An  indifpofition 
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of  the  parts  to  receive  the  male  femen  in  the  a.£t  of 
copulation,  or  that  vital  effluvium  ftreaming  from 
it,  which  alone  can  impregnate  the  ovaria.  Se* 
condly — An  inaptitude  in  the  blood  to  retain  and 
nourifh  the  vital  principle  after  it  is  communicated, 
fo  as  to  make  it  grow  and  expand  its  parts,  till  it 
become  a  proper  foetus.  Conception  is  alfo  hin- 
dered by  a  he£tic,  hydropic,  or  feverifh,  fickly  ha- 
bit; by  a  deficiency  or  obffru£b"on  of  the  monthly 
courfes,  which  impoverilhes  the  fluids;  by  the 
whites,  which,  continuing  too  long,  relax  the  glands 
of  the  womb,  and  drown,  as  it  were,  the  prolific 
particles ;  and  too  often  by  a  vice,  which  utterly  de» 
itroys  the  tone  and  vigour  of  the  parts ;  as  is  fully 
exemplified  in  my  Family  Phyfician,  page  221.  Pre- 
paratory to  the  cure  of  infertility,  it  is  proper  to 
ufe  evacuations,  unlefs  any  particular  fymptom 
(hews  them  to  be  dangerous.  Bleeding,  lenient 
purgatives,  fuch  as  the  folutive  electuary,  and  a 
gentle  vomit  of  ipecacuanha,  efpecially  if  the  per- 
lon  be  plethoric  or  cacochymic,  cannot  but  be  of 
great  fervice;  proceed  then  with  the  jfollowing 
itrengthening  electuary;  take  roots  of  fatyrion  or 
Cringo  candied,  of  each  one  ounce  ;  powders  of 
cinnamon,  fweet-fennel  feeds,  and  preferved  gin- 
ger, of  each  half  an  ounce ;  mace,  roots  of  con- 
trayerva  andSpanifh  angelica,  of  each  one  drachm  ^ 
troches  of  vipers,  one  ounce;  juice  of  kermes,  fix 
drachms  ;  tin£ture  of  cantharides,  half  a  drachm ; 
fyrup  of  cloves,  a  fufficient  quantity  to  make  an 
electuary.  Let  the  quantity  of  a  large  nutmeg  be 
taken  every  morning  early,  every  afternoon  at 
about  five  o'clock,  and  at  night  going  to  bed ;  and, 
immediately  after  taking  the  electuary,  drink  a 
wine-glafs  full  of  the  following  infufion,  adding  to 
it  from  twenty  to  thirty  drops  of  the  Lunar  Tincr 
ture,  viz.  take  cinnamon  powdered  one  ounce ;  of 
fweet-fennel  feeds  bruifed,  and  lavender-  flowers, 
of  each  half  an  ounce ;  Spanifh  angelica-root,  gin- 
ger, contrayerva,  mace,  and  cochineal,  of  each  on» 
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drnchm  and  an  half ;  Canary  wine,  two  quarts:  in- 
fufe  according  to  art  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
itrain  off  the  infufion  for  ufe.  Continue  the  elec- 
tuary for  ten  days  fucceflively ;  then  omit  a  week, 
and  continue  it  for  ten  days  more;  after  which 
continue  the  infufion  and  Tincture  only,  three 
times  a  day,  for  ten  days  more;  then  take  it  only 
twice  a  day  for  a  month,  or  as  long  as  the  cafe  re- 
quires, adding  from  fifteen  to  thirty  drops  of  the 
Tinclure  to  each  glafs,  as  the  age  or  conflitution  of 
the  patient  may  require.  This  courfe  will  be 
found  raoft  excellent  for  barrennefs  and  debilitv; 
particularly  whilft  ably  affifted  by  the  Lunar  Tinc- 
ture; which  will  greatly  warm  and  rettify  the 
blood  and  juices,  increafe  the  animal  fpirits,  invi- 
gorate and  revive  the  whole  human  machine,  and 
not  only  raife  the  appetite  to  venereal  embraces, 
but  remove  the  ufual  impediments  to  fertility; 
prepare  the  womb  for  performing  its  office,  and  the 
ovaria  for  impregnation.  The  Tincture  warms, 
comforts,  and  excites  the  generative  parts  to  admi- 
ration, and  feldom  fails  of  curing  all  common  occa- 
fions  in  barrennefs,  in  a  month  or  fix  weeks,  if  duly 
followed  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  I  beg  leave  to  add 
the  pleating  circumftances.of  the  following  fingular 

CASE. 

A  young  lady  of  rank  and  fortune,  but  of  a  de- 
licate frame,  entered  into  the  marriage  ftate  about 
four  ye.ars  ago.  Inftead  of  deriving  from  it  that 
blifsful  gratification  which  gives  the  honoured  name 
of  mother,  fhe  became  weak,  languid,  pale,  and 
melancholy.  The  whole  nervous  fyftem  was  re- 
laxed— the  natural  functions  of  the  bodv  were  fuf- 
pended — oedematous  tumours  obftructed  the  fan- 
guiferous  pafTages,  whence  incurable  barrennefs, 
and  lingering  confumption,  feemed  to  be  the  fad 
profpecls  in  view.  In  this  melancholy  ftate  of  body 
and  mind,  by  advice  of  her  phvfician,  when  all 
hopes  were  apparently  at  an  end,  ilie  was  put  un 
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der  a  regular  courfe  of  the  Lunar  Tincture,  which, 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  all,  gradually  deturged  the 
obftructed  veflels— propelled  the  animal  juices 
through  the  fyftem — ftrengthened  and  braced  the 
nerves — induced  a  regular  habit — reftored  the 
fparkling  eye  and  blooming  cheek,  and  gave  new 
vigour  to  the  animal  functions-— the  refult  of  which 
has  been,  that  before  the  end  of  the  enfuing  year* 
after  her  health  was  thus  recovered,  the  lady  be- 
came the  happy  mother  of  a  son  and  heir,  to  the 
inexpreffible  "joy  of  an  affectionate  hufband,  and  a 
fympathifing  family  ! — For  the  fake  of  females  la- 
bouring under  a  fimilar  difeafe,  reference  to  the 
above  pleafing  fact,  is  permitted  to  be  had  by  all  re- 
fpectable  enquirers,  at  the  Author's  houfe,  No.  i, 
Upper  Titchfield-ftreet,  Fitzroy^fquare. 

indispositions  attendant  on  pregnancy. 

Though  pregnancy  be  not  a  difeafe,  but  rather  a 
natural  alteration  of  the  animal  economy,  which 
every  female  form  muft  undergo,  yet  it  is  attended 
with  a  variety  of  complaints,  that  require  great  at- 
tention ;  but  for  their  cure  or  alleviation,  medical 
aid  has  hitherto  proved  very  deficient.  In  thefe 
complaints,  however,  the  Lunar  Tincture  exerts 
mod  extraordinary  properties,  and  excels  whatever 
has  been  offered  under  a  medical  form.  It  is  an 
univerfal  purifier  of  thofe  heterogeneous  particles 
which  produce  naufea,  and  arife  from  the  combin- 
ing efforts  of  the  mafculine  and  feminine  tinctures ; 
whence,  according  to  the  groflnefs  of  the  procrea- 
tive  fluids  at  the  time  of  conception,  proceed  vo- 
miting, pains  in  the  head  and  ftomach,  fainting,  &c. 
occafioned  by  the  jarring  elements,  arifing  from  the 
difproportion  in  the  heat  and  active  principle  of 
the  conflituent  parts  of  the  male  and  female  feed  5 
this  is  not  only  attended  with,  great  debility  and, 
deprefiion  to  the  mother,  in  her  whole  nervous  fyk 
tern,  but  often  with  hereditary  difeafes,  and  dread-. 
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ful  confequences  to  the  Infant  offspring.  Indeed, 
fo  great  has  been  the  conflict  of  the  male  and  fe- 
male procreative  tinctures  for  the  maftery  or  predo- 
minant power,  while  palling  through  the  circulat- 
ing mafs  or  habit  of  the  mother,  that  the  molt  cu- 
rious and  aftoniming  phenomena  have,  on  many 
occaiions,  been  obferved  to  remit  trom  it.  In  a 
fmall  village  in  Somerfetfliire,  in  the  year  1759,  a 
girl  was  born  with  the  hair  on  her  head  of  two  re- 
markably difrin6l  colours ;  the  right  fide,  from  an 
exacl:  parallel  line  which  divided  the  fkull  into  two 
equal  parts,  was  almoft  black ;  but  the  left  fide, 
from  the  fame  line,  was  of  a  >reddifh  yellow.  As 
me  grew  up,  the  dark  hair  became  of  a  jet  black, 
exactly  like  that  of  her  father ;  whilft  the  other 
became  of  a  ftrong  carrotty  red,  precifely  refem- 
bling  that  of  her  mother  ;  and,  after  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, the  hair  on  the  privities,  and  under  the  arm- 
pits, as  well  as  on  her  arms  and  legs,  was  diverfiried 
in  the  fame  manner ;  that  on  the  right  fide,  all  the 
way  down,  from  head  to  foot,  being  black,  whilfc 
that  on  the  left  was  entirely  red.  The  young  wo- 
man lived  till  the  28th  year  of  her  age,  and  was 
reforted  to  as  a  great  curiofity. 

Another  well-known  yet  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  conflict  of  the  male  and  female  procreative 
tinclures  at  the  time  of  impregnation,  was  the  cafe 
of  a  man  who  a  few  years  fincekept  a  public-houle 
in  Tooley-ftreet,  Southwark.  His  father  was  a 
white  man,  belonging  to  one  of  the  Weft  India 
packets ;  and  his  mother  was  a  negro  girl,  whom 
he  had  taken  a  fancy  to,  and  purchafed  on  the  arri- 
val of  one  of  the  Guinea  flave  mips  at  the  illand  of 
Jamaica.  He  brought  her  with  him  to  London, 
and.  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year,  me  was  deli- 
vered of  a  fon,  the  whole  right  fide  of  which  was 
white  like  the  father;  but  the  whole  of  the  left  fide 
was  black  like  the  mother.  As  he  grew  up,  this 
vifible  dillinttion  became  more  ftrongly  marked  i 
and  during  the  time  he  kept  the  above  public-houfe 
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in  Tooley-ftreet,  he  was  reforted  to  by  an  immenfe 
concourfe  of  people,  who  flocked  there  to  fpend 
their  mite,  in  order  to  be  fatisfied  that  fo  great  a 
curiofity  really  exifted.  The  whole  of  his  body 
appeared  to  be  interfered  by  an  exa£f.  parallel  line, 
by  which  the  efforts  of  conception  feem  to  have 
United  the  male  and  female  tin&ures  in  precife 
equilibrio,  without  fufFering  them  to  intermix  in 
coagula,  or  in  impregnating  and  expelling  the 
ovum  from  the  ovaria,  to  its  fufpended  ftate  in  the 
uterus.  Hence  the  hair  on  the  right  fide  was  long 
and  brown,  like  that  of  the  father;  and  half  the 
face,  neck,  body,  and  privities,  with  the  arm,  thigh, 
leg,  and  foot,  on  the  right  fide,  were  white  ;  while 
the  correfponding  parts  on  the  left  fide  were  black, 
Jike  that  of  the  mother,  with  half  the  hair  on  the 
privities  and  head  black  and  woolly,  exactly  like 
that  of  a  true  negro. 

A  frill  more  curious  and  ftriking  example  of  this 
aftonifhing  effort  in  the  male  and  female  procreative 
fluids,  is  verified  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  John  Clark,  of 
Prefcot-ftreet,  Goodman's-fields.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Africa,  who,  by  dint  of  good  fortune, 
had  amafled  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  and  fet- 
tled in  London.  He  married  a  remarkably  healthy 
young  woman,  a  native  of  Devonfhire,  who  had 
been  fome  time  his  fervant.  By  her  he  had  two 
fons  and  three  daughters,  who  were  mulattoes,  ex- 
cept the  eldeft  fon,  who  was  the  firft  born,  and  the 
perfon  above  alluded  to.  From  the  head  to  the 
naval;  all  round  his  body,  he  was  remarkably  fair,  ' 
had  a  fine  fkin,  handfome  round  features,  light- 
brown  hair,  and  fanguine  complexion,  like  his  mou- 
ther; but  from  the  naval  downwards  he  was  com- 
pletely black,  with  fhort  black  woolly  hair  on  the 
privities,  exacf  ly  like  the  father.  At  the  age  of 
thirty,  he  married  a  young  lady  of  good  family  and 
fortune,  but  of  a  delicate  difpofition.  For  near  three 
months  he  had  the  addrefs  to  conceal  this  defor- 
mity of  colour  from  the  knowledge  of  his  wife,  by 
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"wearing  flefh-coloured  filk  drawers  and  ftockings, 
which  he  pretended  were  lined  with  flannel  to  keep 
off  the  rheumatifm,  with  which  he  had  been  forely 
afrli£ed,  even  to  a  degree  that  endangered  his  life, 
every  time  he  attempted  to  leave  them  off.  It  hap- 
pened however,  from  fome  neglect  of  concealment 
before  going  to  fleep,  that  the  cur  ion*  ty  of  his  wife 
was  {trongly  excited  ;  and  the  opportunity  proving 
favourable  in  other  refpecls,  it  being  quite  day- 
light in  the  morning,  and  her  hufband  faft  afleep,, 
/lie  eagerly  proceeded  to  fatisfy  her  doubts.  Gently 
turning  down  the  bed-clothes,  and  removing  the 
other  impediments  in  the  way  of  a  complete  in- 
fpe£tion,  Ihe  no  fooner  difcovered  the  real  ftate  of 
things^  than  me  Ihrieked  out  vehemently,  and 
fainted  away  !  The  hufband,  thus  fuddenly  awak- 
ened, beheld  his  wife  in  a  fit,  and  faw  with  forrow' 
and  regret  the  confequences  of  a  difcovery  which 
entirely  refulted  from  his  own  negle£l.  He  imme- 
diately arofe,  called  up  the  fervants,  and  procured 
medical  affiftance  with  all  convenient  fpeed  ;  but  in 
vain — the  fudden  furprife,  added  to  the  mortifica- 
tion and  terror  of  mind,  had  fo  powerful  an  effect 
that  the  lady  died  in  convulfions,  nearly  two  months 
gone  with  child.  I  have  often  lamented  that  for- 
tune did  not  throw  me  in  the  wray  at  this  critical 
juncture,  for  two  reafons ;  in  the  firft  place  I  have 
the  vanity  to  think  I  could  have  faved  the  patient's 
life;  but,  had  I  failed  in  that,  I  would  have  per- 
fuaded  Mr,  Clark,  from  motives  of  philofophicai 
fpeculation,  and  for  the  improvement  of  medical 
fcience,  to  have  fuffered  me  to  open  the  womb  of 
this  unfortunate  lady,  in  order  to  extract  the  foetus  ; 
which,  under  the  circumftances  of  the  uncommon 
conformation  of  the  father,  might  have  enabled  me 
to  throw  a  light  on  this  very  curious  fubject  of  oc- 
cult enquiry,  perhaps  fo  as  to  have  accounted,  more 
obvioufly,  for  the  jarring  conflicts  and  ftruggling 
efforts  of  the  mafculine  and  feminine  tinctures;  to 
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which  alone  we  are  to  look  for  the  the  formation  of 
hermaphrodites,  the  production  of  monftcrs,  &c  * 

Sympathy  and  antipathy  mod  certainly  operate 
very  powerfully  on  females  in  the  early  ftate  of 
pregnancy,  and  might,  as  was  then  fuggefted,  have 
had  a  principal  (hare  in  carrying  off  the  above  un- 
happy Lady,  while  no  means  were  ufed  to  coun- 
teract their  influence  on  the  mafs  of  blood.  Sud- 
den frights,  longing  and  loathing,  and  all  marks  on 
the  foetus,  are  obvioufly  derived  from  this  caufe, 
and  can  only  be  corrected  by  giving  energy  and  fti- 
mulus  to  the  circulating  fyftem,  whereby  the  func- 
tions both  of  mind  and  body  are  ftrengthened,  and 
the  nervous  fluid  fortified  and  protected  againft  the 
fudden  imprefllon  of  external  objects.  It  feems  to 
be  admitted  by  many  eminent  practitioners,  that 
the  difeafes  incident  to  a  pregnant  ftate  in  the 
early  months  arife  from  fympathy  ;  whilft  thofe  pe- 
culiar to  the  more  advanced  ftages,  of  geftation,  are 

,  *  We  find  many  fimilar  accounts,  in  different  authors,  of 
party-coloured  people.  Thus  we  are  told,  by  Buffon  and 
others,  that  copulation  of  a  black  man  with  a  white  woman  hath 
often  produced  a  pied  or  fpotted  race,  living  inftances  of  which 
are  to  be  found  in  both  the  Indies.  A  very  remarkable  cafe  is 
that  of  Maria  Herig,  who  was  fpotted  all  over  the  body,  and  co- 
vered with  hair,  like  the  leopard.  She  was  born  at  Dackftull 
in  Lorraine  in  1770,  and  was  exhibited  in  Paris  in  1774.  Both 
the  fiun  and  the  hair  were  of  a  tan-colour;  and  befides  thefe 
hairy  fpots,  her  ftomach  and  belly  were  covered  with  longilh 
hair,  of  a  brown  colour  on  one  fide,  and  lighter  on  the  other. 
Somewhat  fimilar,  and  not  lefs  remarkable,  was  the  porcupine 
man,  who  was  born  in  Suffolk  in  17 10,  and  was  exhibited  in 
every  principal  town  in  England.  The  fkin  of  his  body  was 
covered  with  excrefcences  like  thorns-  or  prickles ;  and  about  the 
thicknefs  of  packthread.  His  face,  the  palms  of  his  hands,  and 
the  foles  of  his  feet,  were  the  only  parts  that  were  free  from 
them.  They  were  of  a  reddifh  brown,  and  had  fuch  a  degree 
of  hardnefs  and  elafticity,  as  to  rattle  when  the  hand  was  moved 
over  the  body.  They  were  half  an  inch  long  in  fome  parts, 
and  fliorter  in  others.  They  did  not  appear  till  two  months  after 
his  birth  ;  but,  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  they  dropped  off 
every  winter,  and  were  renewed  in  the  fpring.  He  had  fix 
children,  all  of  whom,  like  their  father,  were  covered  with  thefe 
excrefcences. 
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produced  by  the  ftretching  and  preffure  of  the 
uterus  on  the  contiguous  vifcera.  Thus  heart-burn 
and  diarrhoea,  tenfion  and  pains  of  the  breaft, 
naufea  and  head-ach,  defire  of  unnatural  food, 
tremors,  and  dejected  fpirits,  fainting  and  hyfteric 
fits,  premature  menftruation,  and  confequent  abor- 
tion, proceed  from  the  firft  of  thefe  caufes;  while 
coftivenefs,  ftranguary,  cramp,  and  cholic,  appear 
to  refult  from  the  other.  And  though  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Stah],  Dr.  Cullen,  and  others,  have  fa 
much  differed  as  to  the  theory  of  thefe  difeafes,  yet 
they  all  agree  that  gentle  opiates,  aromatic  infufi- 
ons,  ftrengtbening  bitters,  and  medicines  calculated 
to  give  energy  to  the  languid  ftate  of  the  circula- 
tion, and  to  purify  the  grofs  and  vifcid  elements 
which  opprefs  the  ftomach  and  vifcera,  are  the  only 
proper  remedies  to  be  adminiftered.  Now  the 
Lunar  Tincture  poffeffes  the  aromatic  and  aftrin- 
gent  virtues  in  an  admirable  degree;  and  is  ele- 
gantly adapted  to  invigorate  and  affift  the  active 
faculties  of  nature,  in  expelling  all  vifcid  humours 
from  the  ftomach  and  bowels;  and  being  com- 
pounded of  the  mod  fubtle  and  occult  elements, 
which  preferve  the  vital  principle,  it  hence  pro- 
duces the  moft  falutary  effects  on  all  women  in  a 
ftate  of  pregnancy,  by  ftimulating  the  procreative' 
faculty  to  the  formation  of  the  fineft  children  j  cor- 
recting and  purifying  the  procreative  fluid  from  in- 
fection or  difeafe ;  preventing  moles  or  falfe  con- 
ceptions, removing  all  loathings,  longings,  or  vo- 
miting, and  effectually  preventing  abortion,  arifing 
from  whatever  caufe.  For  thefe  reafons,  when  a 
woman  enters  into  a  ftate  of  matrimony,  (he  would 
do  well  to  take  twenty  drops  of  the  Lunar  Tinc- 
ture, every  other  morning,  to  promote  conception  j 
flie  mould  then  continue  it  three  times  a  week, 
from  conception  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  month ; 
then  it  may  be  omitted  till  a.  fortnight  before  her' 
time,  when  lhe  mould  take  twenty  drops  in  a  wine- 
glafs  of  cold  fpring  water,  every  morning  till  her 
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labour,  at  which  time  it  will  wonderfully  ftrenglheri 
her,  and  aflift  nature  to  facilitate  the  birth,  pro- 
mote the  lochia,  and  carry  off  the  after-pains.  She 
might  take  it  occasionally  during  the  month,  in  any 
fymptoms  of  cold,  fever,  hyfterics,  diluted  in  a  wine- 
glafs  of  warm  barley-water,  about  the  middle  of 
the  day. 

Women  who  are  fubje£l  to  mifcarriages,  fliould 
never  fail  to  take  this  medicine,  from  the  time  they 
have  reafon  to  believe  they  are  pregnant,  until  a 
full  month  after  they  have  quickened.    It  may  be 
taken  once,  twice,  or  thrice,  a  day,  or  every  other 
day,  as  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  may  require,  from 
twenty  to  thirty  drops,  in  a  glafs  of  forge-water;  or 
in  foft  fpring-water,  in  which  common  oak-bark  has 
been  fteeped;  and  the  will  effectually  get  over  all 
caufes  of  abortion.    Women  after  fudden  mifcar- 
riages, or  bad  labours,  will  find  wonderful  relief  by 
taking  twenty  drops  of  it  in  a  wine-glafs  of  warm 
barley-water,  for  a  week  or  ten  days.    Nurfes,  alfo, 
whofe  milk  is  griping  or  defective,  fliould  take  it 
once  or  twice  a  day,  or  as  often  as  occafion  may 
require.    The  intention  will  quickly  be  experi- 
enced, the  milk  will  be  purified  and  augmented, 
and  all  the  fluid  fecretions  promoted  in  a  manner 
productive  of  found  health,  both  to  the  mother  and 
child. — In  cafes  where  cedematous  fwelling  of  the 
legs  and  labia  are  occafioned  by  the  interruption  of 
the  refluent  blood  from  the  preflure  of  the  diftended 
uterus  on  the  vena  cava — in  violent  floodings — in 
nervous  fpafms — in  epileptic  fits,  and  in  obltinate 
convulfions,  where  the  vis  vita  muft  be  fupported 
by  replenifhing  the  veflels  with  the  utmoft  fpeed, 
recourfe  fliould  be  had  to  the  Solar  Tincture,  which 
in  the  mofl:  dangerous  cafes  has  been  found  to  give 
immediate  relief;  and,  if  duly  perfifted  in,  will 
fcarcely  ever  fail  to  effect  a  cure. 
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STATE  OF  WOMEN  AT  THE  TURN  OF  LIFE. 

The  moft  critical  and  dangerous  time  of  a  wo- 
man's life  is  that  wherein  the  menfes  ceafe  to  flow, 
which  ufually  happens  between  forty  and  fifty  years 
of  age.  The  great  change  which  this  produces, 
by  fo  copious  a  train  being  turned  into  the  habit 
without  previous  preparation,  is  the  fole  caufe  of 
its  danger.  Every  woman  muft  be  more  or  lefs 
fenfible  when  this  period  arrives,  and  fhould  con- 
duct, herfelf  accordingly  ;  for  when  file  menfes  are 
about  to  go  off,  they  appear  for  the  moft  part  irre- 
gularly, both  in  time  and  quantity,  once  in  a  fort- 
night, three,  five,  or  fix  weeks;  fometimes  very 
fparingly,  and  at  other  times  in  immoderate  quan- 
tities. For  want  only  of  neceffary  care  and  atten- 
tion, during  the  time  that  the  menfes  thus  give 
fymptoms  of  their  departure,  many  and  various 
are  the  complaints  that  enfue ;  among  which  are 
cold  chills,  fucceeded  by  violent  flufhings  of  the 
face,  and  heats  of  the  extremities;  reftlefs  nights, 
troublefome  dreams,  and  unequal  fpirits;  inflam- 
mations of  the  bowels ;  fpafmodic  affections ;  ftifF- 
nefs  in  the  limbs,  fwelled  ancles,  fore  legs  with 
pains  and  inflammation;  the  piles,  and  other  fymp- 
toms of  plenitude.  But  all  this  might  eafily  be 
prevented,  by  attending  to  a  due  regimen,  and 
taking  thefe  Tin&ures,  as  occafion  may  require. 
Whenever  a  woman  has  reafon  to  fufpecl:  her 
menfes  are  about  to  leave  her,  let  her  Jofe  four, 
five,  or  fix,  ounces  of  blood,  as  her  habit  of  body 
will  admit ;  then  let  her  make  a  deco£tion,  by  tak- 
ing gentian-roots,  one  pound ;  fenna  and  orange- 
peels,  of  each  half  a  pound ;  pour  upon  them  a 
gallon  of  hot-water,  and,  after  it  has  flood  twenty- 
four  hours,  pour  off  the  liquor  for  ufe.  Let  her  take 
from  twenty  to  forty  drops  of  the  Lunar  Tincture 
in  a  gill-glafs  full  of  the  above  decoction,  every 
night  and  morning  for  ten  days  ;  then  let  her  conti- 
nue it  every  morning  for  ten  days  more,  and  after-* 
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wards  once  every  two  or  three  davs,  or  oftener  if 
the  terms  are  of  an  ill  colour  and  fcent,  until  they 
are  corrected.  This  courfe  muft  be  followed  every 
fpring  and  fall,  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  fucceffively, 
by  all  women  who  find  their  menfes  come  irregu- 
larly or  too  fparing,  until  they  entirelv  ceafe;  after 
which  let  the  patient  put  herfclf  under  a  courfe  of 
the  Solar  Tincture,  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks,  taking 
one  fpoonful  in  a  wine-glaft  of  warm-water  every 
night  and  morning  for  a  week ;  then  let  it  be  taken 
only  once  a  day,  in  cold  water,  for  the  refidue  of 
the  time;  and  if  the  take,  occafionally,  two  table- 
fpoonfuls  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  diluted  in  a  tumbler 
of  warm  water,  as  a  beverage  after  dinner  or  fup-r 
per,  inftead  of  wine  or  brandy  and  water,  it  will  be 
productive  of  great  benefit  in  eftablifliing  an  health- 
ful ftate  of  her  blood,  and  carrying  off  the  vifcid 
humours  generally  produced  by  the  menftrual  flux 
returning  into  the  habit. 

Should  it  at  this  time  happen,  which  it  often 
does,  that  the  terms  flow  too  abundantly,  and  pro- 
duce a  flooding,  the  patient  muft  immediately  lofe 
fix  or  eight  ounces  of  blood,  and  be  kept  as  much 
as  poflible  at  reft,  with  her  head  low,  until  the 
medicine  has  had  time  to  take  effect;  let  her  diet 
be  fpare,  but  not  too  lax ;  and  let  her  apply  to  the 
following  courfe :  Take  conferve  of  red-rofes,  mar- 
malade of  quinces,  juice  of  kermes,  candied  nut- 
megs, fyrup  of  quinces,  and  fyrup  of  coral,  of 
each  half  an  ounce ;  aromaticum  rofalum,  and 
aftringent  faffron  of  iron,  of  each  two  drachms  ;  oil 
pf  cinnamon,  fix  drops;  mix  into  an  electuary, 
(which  might  be  made  up  by  any  apothecary,  if 
the  receipt  be  fent  him),  and  take  the  quantity  of 
a  large  nutmeg  every  day  at  noon  for  fix,  eight,  or 
ten  days,  or  longer,  as  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  may 
require,  drinking  immediately  after  it  twenty  drops 
pf  the  Lunar  Tincture  in  a  wine-glafs  of  warm  wa- 
ter; the  flooding  by  this  means,  will  gradually 
abate,  the  feverilh  fymptoms  will  go  off,  the  back 
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will  be  ftrengthened,  the  womb  veflels  cleanfed, 
and  the  patient  wonderfully  reftored.  After  the 
tenth  day,  in  moll  cafes,  the  ele&uary  might  be 
difcontinued ;  and  the  Lunar  Tincture  fliould  then 
,be  taken  every  morning  for  a  month,  from  twenty- 
five  to  fifty  drops,  according  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient ;  by  which  time  the  parts  will  be  braced, 
comforted,  and  coiled  up ;  fo  as  to  fear  no  danger 
of  a  relapfe.  About  a  month  after,  Jet  her  under- 
go a  courfe  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  for  the  purpofe 
of  rectifying  and  ftimulating  the  mafs  of  blood. 
This  fliould  be  taken  for  a  month ;  a  table-fpoon- 
ful  night  and  morning  in  a  wine  glafs  of  cold  fpring 
water  for  the  firfl  ten  days  ;  and  then  once  a  day 
only  for  the  refldue  of  the.  time  ;  the  good  effects 
of  which  will  be  fenfibly  and  quickly  felt. 

The  intention  of  nature  in  returning  this  flux 
back  into  the  habit,  is  to  nourifli  and  preferve  life, 
not  to  deftroy  it.  Until  the  age  of  puberty,  girls 
require  this  blood  for  the  fuftenance  and  nourish- 
ment of  their  bodies;  when  that  is  fufficiently  ef- 
rablifhed,  it  is  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  nourish- 
ing the  foetus,  and  of  fuckling  the  infant  after  it  is 
born.  When  child-bearing  ceafes,  and  the  eve  of 
life  comes  on,  the  flux  is  returned  back,  to  comfort 
and  preferve  it;  therefore,  if  women  were  but 
careful  to  obferve  a  regular  courfe  before  this  flux 
returns  upon  them,  by  adopting  the  methods  I  have 
prefcribed,  and  by  taking  the  medicine  fpring  and 
fall  for  two  or  three  years  previoufly  to  the  time, 
they  might  not  only  efcape  the  perils  and  dangers' 
attendant  on  this  period,  but  would  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  fettled  ftate  of  health,  and  enjoy  a 
found  conftitution  of  body  to  extreme  old  age. 

OF  MASCULINE  OR  SOLAR  DISEASES. 

Solar  djfcafes  are  all.fuch  as  proceed  from  a  hot 
£nd  dry  caufe,  or  have  their  origin  in  the  blood  and 
jymph.    For  as  the  beams  flowing  from  the  fun  are 
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the  fountain  of  life  and  heat  to  the  great  world, 
or  univerfal  fyftem  of  nature,  fo  the  blood,  flowing 
from  the  heart,  is  the  fountain  of  life  and  heat  to 
the  little  world,  or  univerfal  fyftem  of  the  microcofm, 
or  body  of  man  And  again,  as  the  ftream  of  rays 
from  the  fun  regulates  the  feafons,  and  produces 
the  variety  of  climates,  fo  the  ftream  of  blood  in 
man's  body,  as  affected  by  the  fun,  regulates  and 
diverfifies  the  form  and  figure  of  the  whole  race  of 
human  beings.  As  feafons  and  climates  arc  fub- 
jeci  to  the  external  elements,  which  are  ftill  go- 
verned by  the  fuperior  influence  of  the  fun,  fo  are 
they  rendered  either  mild,  healthful,  and  produc- 
tive ;  or  turbulent,  peftilential,  and  barren.  Juft 
fo  the  whole  circulating  mafs  is  afte&ed  by  change 
of  climates  and  feafons,  and  by  all  the  variations 
and  agitations  of  the  external  elements ;  and 
hence  difeafes  are  induced  in  the  blood,  find  are  ei- 
ther mild,  ardent,  or  acute,  proportionably  as  the 
fanguiferous  fluid  becomes  diftempered  and  im- 
paired by  the  aftion  of  the  ambient  or  contiguous 
atmofphere.  Thus  we  perceive  the  folar  influence 
on  the  human  frame,  and  difcover  that  the  origin 
of  difeafe  is  in  the  blood ;  for,  no  longer  than  is 
this  vital  ftream  kept  in  due  circulation,  pure,  and 
uncontaminated,  can  animal  life  be  fuftained,  or 
the  body  preferved  in  health  and  vigour. 

From  the  exprefs  words  of  fcripture,  Levit.  xvii. 
11,14.  Dcut.  xii.  23.  we  are  warranted  to  infer, 
that  in  the  BLOOD  is  the  LIFE ;  and  there  is  not  a 
doubt  but  the  living  principle  of  the  blood  confti- 
tutes  the  life  of  the  body. 

Of  this  opinion  was  the  celebrated  Harvey,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  ancient  philofophers  and 
phyficians;  and  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter  declared 
himfelf  to  be  of  the  fame  way  of  thinking.  We 
find  the  blood  unites  living  parts,  in  fome  Circum- 
ftances,  as  certainly  as  the  yet  recent  juices  of  the 
branch  of  one  tree  unite  it  with  that  of  another. 
Were  either  of  thefe  fluids  to  be  confidered  as  ex- 
traneous 
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traneous  or  dead  matter,  they  would  a£f.  as  ftimuli, 
and  no  union  would  take  place  in  the  animal  or  ve- 
getable kingdom.  This  argument  Mr.  Hunter 
eftabliihed  by  the  following  experiment.  Having 
taken  off  the  tefticle  from  a  living  cock,  he  intro- 
duced it  into  the  belly  of  a  living  hen.  Many 
weeks  afterwards,  upon  injecting  the  liver  of  the 
hen,  he  injected  the  tefticle  of  the  cock  likewife, 
which  had  come  in  contact  with  the  liver,  and  ad- 
hered to  it.  In  the  nature  of  things,  there  is  not  a 
more  intimate  connection  between  life  and  a  folid, 
than  between  life  and  a  fluid.  For,  although  we 
are  more  accuftomed  to  connect  it  with  the  one 
than  the  other,  yet  the  only  real  difference  that  can 
be  thewn  between  a  folid  and  a  fluid  is,  that  the 
particles  of  the  one  are  lefs  moveable  among  them- 
felves  than  ,thofe  of  the  other.  Befides,  we  often 
fee  the  fame  body  fluid  in  one  cafe,  and  folid  in 
another.  The  blood  will  alfo  become  vafcular  like 
other  living  parts.  Mr.  Hunter  affirms,  that,  after 
amputations,  the  coagula  in  the  extremities  of  ar- 
teries form  veffels,  and  may  be  feen  by  injecting 
thefe  arteries  ;  and  he  had  a  preparation  by  which 
he  could  demonftrate  velfels  rifmg  from  the  center 
of  what  had  been  only  a  coagulum  of  blood,  and 
opening  into  a  ftream  of  circulation.  If  blood  be 
taken  from  the  arm,  in  the  moft  intenfe  cold  which 
the  human  body  can  bear,  it  raifes  the  thermometer 
to  the  lame  height  as  if  taken  in  the  moft  fultry 
heat.  This  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  blood's  being 
alive ;  for  living  bodies  alone  have  the  power  of 
refilling  great  degrees  both  of  heat  and  cold,  and 
of  maintaining  in  almoft  every  fituation,  while  in 
health,  that  temperature  which  we  diftinguifti  by 
the  name  of  animal  heat.  Blood  is  likewife  capa- 
ble of  being  acted  upon  by  a  ftimulus  ;  for  it  coa- 
gulates from  expofure,  as  certainly  as  the  cavities 
of  the  abdomen  and  thorax  inflame  from  the  fame 
caufe.  The  more  it  is  alive,  that  is,  the  more  the' 
animal  is  in  health  j  it  coagulates  the  fooner  on  ex- 
pofure -f 
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pofure  ;  and  the  more  it  has  loir,  of  its  living  prin- 
ciple, as  in  the  cafe  of  violent  inflammations,  the 
lefs  it  is  fenlible  to  the  ftimulus  produced  from  its 
being  expofed,  and  it  coagulates  the  later. 

W  e  may  likevvife  obferve,  that  the  blood  pre- 
ferves  life  in  different  parts  of  the  body.  When 
the  nerves  going  to  any  part  are  tied  or  cut,  that  part 
becomes  paralytic,  and  Jofes  all  power  of  motion; 
but  it  does  not  mortify.  If  the  artery  be  cut,  the 
part  dies,  and  mortification  enfues.  What  keeps 
it  alive  in  the  firfl  cafe?  nothing  but  the  living  prin- 
ciple, which  alone  can  keep  it  alive;  and  this  phe- 
nomenon is  inexplicable  on  any  other  fuppofition, 
than  that  the  life  is  contained  in  the  blood.  Ano- 
ther argument  is  drawn  by  Mr.  Hunter  from  a  cafe 
of  a  fractured  os  humeri.  A  man  was  brought  into 
St.  George's  Hofpital  for  a  fimple  fracture  of  the 
os  humeri  or  arm,  and  died  about  a  month  after  the 
accident.  As  the  bones  had  not  united,  Mr.  Hun- 
ter injected  the  arm  after  death.  He  found  that  the 
cavity  between  the  extremities  of  the  bones  was 
filled  up  with  blood  which  had  coagulated.  This 
blood  was  become  vafcular,  or  full  of  veflels.  In 
fome  places  it  was  very  much  fo.  He  does  not 
maintain  that  all  coagulated  blood  becomes  vafcu- 
lar :  the  reafon  is  obvious ;  for  it  is  often  thrown  out 
and  coagulated  in  parts  where  its  becoming  vafcu- 
lar could  anfwer  no  end  in  the  fyftem :  as,  tor  exam- 
ple, in  the  cavities  of  aneurifmal  facs.  If  it  be 
fuppofed,  that,  in  fuch  cafes  as  the  one  now  men- 
tioned, the  veffels  are  not  formed  in  the  coagulum, 
but  come  from  the  neighbouring  arteries,  it  is 
equally  an  argument  that  the  blood  is  alive :  for  the 
fubftance  into  which  veflels  (hoot  muft  be  fo.  The 
very  idea,  that  fuch  a  quantity  of  dead  matter  as 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood  circulates  in  a  living  body, 
is  abfolutely  abfurd. 

Thofe  who  have  ventured  to  oppofe  this  doftrine, 
and  the  evidence  of  fcripture  with  it,  confider  the 
brain  and  nervous  fvftem  as  the  fountain  of  life ;  and 

that, 
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that,  fo  far  from  receiving  its  life  from  the  blood, 
the  nervous  fyftem  is  capable  of  inftantaneoufly 
changing  the  crafis  of  the  blood,  or  any  other  ani- 
mal fluid ;  and  though  the  nervous  fyftem  cannot 
continue  its  action  for  any  length  of  time,  if  the 
action  of  the  blbod-veflels  be  fufpended,  yet  the 
heart  and  blood-velfels  cannot  act  for  a  fingle  mo- 
ment without  the  influence  of  the  nervous  fluid. 
For  this  reafonV  fay  they,  it  is  plain  we  muft  fup- 
pofe  the  nervoits  fyftem,  and  not  the  blood,  to  con- 
tain properly  tiflg'  life  of  the  animal,  and  confe- 
quently  to  be  the  principal  vital  organ.    The  fe- 
cretion  of  the  vital  fluid  from  the  blood  by  means 
of  the  brain,  is,  by  the  fupporters  of  this  argu- 
ment, denied.    They  fay,  that  any  fluid  fecreted 
from  the  blood  muft  be  aqueous,  inelaftic,  and  in- 
active ;  whereas  the  nervous  fluid  is  full  of  vigour, 
elactic,  and  volatile  in  the  high  eft  degree.  The 
great  neceflity  for  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
through  all  parts  of  the  body,  notwith Handing  the 
prefence  of  the  nervous  fluid  in  the  fame  parts,  they 
fay  is,  becaufe  fome  degree  of  tenfion  is  neceflary 
to  be  given  to  the  fibres,  in  order  to  fit  them  for  the 
influx  of  the  nervous  fluid ;  and  this  tenfion  they 
receive  from  the  repletion  of  the  blood-veffels, 
which  are  every  where  difperfed  along  with  the 
.nerves. 

To  follow  this  opinion  through  every  argument 
would  prove  tedious  and  unneceflary,  as  the  fol- 
lowing fhort  obfervations  will  decide  the  matter 
abfolutelv  againft  the  patron izers  of  the  nervous 
fyftem.  In  the  firft  place,  then,  if  we  can  prove 
the  life  of  the  human  body  to  have  been  commu- 
nicated from  a  fluid  to  the  nervous  fyftem,  the  ana- 
logical argument  will  be  very  ftrongly  in  favour  of 
the  fuppofition  that  the  cafe  is  fo  ftill.  Now  that 
the  cafe  once  was  fo,  is  molt  evident;  for  the  hu- 
man body,  as  well  as  the  body  of  every  other  living 
creature,  in  its  firft  ftate,  I  have  fhewn  to  be  a  gela- 
tinous mafs,  without  mufcl'es,  nerves,  or  blood- 
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veffels.    Nevertheless,  this  gelatinous  matter,  everi 
at  that  time,  contained  the  nervous  fluid.    Of  this 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  becaufe  the  nerves  are 
formed  out  of  it,  and  have  their  power  originally 
from  it;  and  what  is  remarkable,  the  brain  is  ob- 
ferved  to  be  that  part  of  the  animal  which  is  fir  ft 
formed.    Of  this  gelatinous  or  procreative  fluid 
we  can  give  no  further  account,  than  that  it  is  the 
nutritious  matter  from  which  the  whole  body  ap- 
pears to  be  formed.    At  the  original  formation  of 
man  and  other  animals,  therefore,  the  nutritious 
matter  was  made  the  fubltratum  of  the  whole  body, 
confiding  of  mufcles,  nerves,  blood-veffels,  Sec.  nay 
more,  it  was  the  immediate  efficient  caufe  of  the 
nervous  power  itfelf.*    Again, <in  the  formation  of 
the  embryo,  we  fee  a  vital  principle  exifting,  as  it 
were,  at  large,  and  forming  to  itfelf  a  kind  of  re- 
gulator to  its  own  motions,  or  a  habitation  in 
which  it  choofes  to  refidc,  rather  than  to  a£t  at 
random  in  the  fluid.    This  habitation,  or  regulator, 
is  undoubtedly  the  nervous  fyftem  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  it  is  no  lefs  evident  that  a  nutritious  fluid  is 
the  immediate  origin  of  thefe  fame  nerves,  and  of 
that  very  nervous  fluid.    Now  we  know,  that  the 
fluid  which  in  the  womb  nourifhes  the  bodies  of 
all  animals  in  embryo,  is  neceflarily  equivalent  to 
the  blood  which  nourifhes  the  bodies  of  thofe 
which  are  adult ;  and  confequently,  as  foon  as  the 
blood  became  the  only  nutritious  juice  of  the  body, 
at  that  fame  time  the  nervous  fluid  took  up  its  refi- 

*  That  there  is  in  man  a  difplay  of  the  vegetable  as  well  as 
animal  property,  is  clear  and  apparent  from  a  view  of  his  arte- 
ries and  nerves;  for  they  reprei'ent  vegetation  (fee  the  plates); 
the  only  orde^below  them  is  mineral,  to  which  the.  bones  in 
man  are  analogous,  and  contain  in  them  folidity,  extenfion,  and 
gravity,  as  well  as  vegetation  :  but  if  we  examine  in  him  the 
animal  creation,  we  mail  not  only  find  all  the  properties  of  mat- 
ter, the  vegetation  of  plants,  and  the  life  and  inftinft  of  animals, 
.  but  the  free  ufe  and  exercife  of  reafon,  or  the  intellectual  facul- 
ties; a  furvey  of  which  made  the  prophet  exclaim,  "He  has 
**  made,  us  ivifer  than  the  beasts  of  the  eaith}and  higher  than  the 
*'  foids  of  Heaven  !" 
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tlenee  there,  and  from  the  blood  "diffufed  itfelf 
along  the  nerves,  where  it  was  regulated  exactly- 
according  to  the  model  originally  formed  in  the 
embryo.    Perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  vital 
power,  when  once  it  hath  taken  pofleffion  of  the 
human  or  any  other  body,  requires  no  addition  or 
fupply,  but  continues  there  in  the  fame  quantity 
from  firft  to  laft     If  we  fuppofe  the  nervous  power 
to  be  immaterial,  this  will  indeed  be  the  cafe,  and 
there  is  an  end  of  reafoning  upon  the  fubject;  but 
if  we  call  this  power  a  volatile  and  elaftic  fluid,  it 
is  plain  that  there  will  be  more  occafion  for  re- 
cruits to  fuch  a  power  than  to  any  other  fluid  of 
the  body,  as  its  volatility  and  elafticity  will  pro- 
mote its  efcape  in  great  quantities  through  every 
pore  of  the  body.    It  may  perhaps  be  objected, 
that  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  the  blood  capable  of 
putting  matter  in  fuch  a  form  as  to  direct  its  own 
motions  in  a  particular  way  :  but  even  of  this  we 
have  a  pofitive  proof  in  the  cafe  of  the  electric 
fluid.    For  if  any  quantity  of  this  matter  has  a 
tendency  to  go  from  one  place  to  another  where  it 
meets  with  difficulty,  through  the  air  for  inftance, 
it  will  throw  fmall  conducting  fub fiances  before  it, 
in  order  to  facilitate  its  progrefs.    Alfo,  if  a  num- 
ber of  fmall  and  light  conducting  fubftances  are 
laid  between  two  metallic  bodies,  fo  as  to  form  a 
circle,  a  Ihock  of  electricity,  for  example,  will  de- 
jlroy  that  circle,  and  place  the  fmall  conducting 
fubftances  nearer  to  a  ftraight  line  between  the 
two  metals,  as  if  the  fluid  knew  there  was  a  fhorter 
paflage,  and  had  refolved  to  take  that,  if  it  lhould 
have  occafion  to  return.  Laftly,  it  is  univerfally  sl- 
lowed,  that  the  brain  is  a  fecretory  organ,  made 
up  of  an  infinite  number  of  fmall  glands,  which 
have  no  other  excretories  than  the  medullary  fibres 
and  nerves.    As  a  confiderable  quantity  of  blood 
js  carried  to  the  brain,  and  the  minute  arteries  end 
in  thefe  fmall  glands,  it  follows,  that  the  nervous 
fluid  viuft  come  from  the  blood.    Now,  there  is  no 
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gland  whatever,  in  the  human  or  any  other  body,  but 
will  difcharge  the  fluid  it  is  appointed  to  fecrete, 
in  very  confiderable  quantity,  if  its  excretory  is 
cut.  Upon  the  cutting  of  a  nerve,  therefore,  the 
fluid  fecreted  by  the  brain  ought  to  be  difcharged ; 
but  no  fuch  discharge  is  viiible.  A  fin  a  II  quan- 
tity of  glairy  matter  is  indeed  difcharged  from  ilie 
large  nerves ;  but  this  can  be  no  other  than  the  nu- 
tritious juice  neceflary  for  their  fupport.  This 
makes  it  plain,  even  to  demonftration,  that  the 
fluid  fecreted  in  the  brain  is  invifible  in  its  nature; 
and  as  we  know  the  nervous  fluid  hath  its  refidence 
in  the  brain,  it  is  very  probable,  to  ufe  no  ftronger 
exprefllon,  that  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
brain  to  fecrete  this  fluid  from  the  blood,  and  con- 
fcquently  that  the  blood  mull  originally  contain  the 
vital  principle. 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations  we  may  fafely 
conclude,  that  the  mafs  of  blood  is  the  univerfal 
medium  by  which  life  is  propagated,  and  health 
preferved,  to  every  clafs  of  beings ;  and  that,  in- 
its  impure  or  infefted  ftate,  it  is  the  fource 
whence  the  endlefs  number  of  hereditary  difeafes 
derive  their  origin.  Whatever  fault  impairs  the 
parent  blood,  fails  not  to  taint  the  tender  habit  of 
its  young;  whence  it  has  become  an  eftablifhed 
maxim,  that,  as  healthy  parents  naturally  pro- 
duce healthy  children,  fo  difeafed  parents  as  natu- 
rally produce  a  difeafed  offspring.  Some  of  thefe 
difeafes  appear  in  the  earlieft  infancy;  fome  oc- 
cur equally  at  all  ages;  whi lft  others  lurk  unfuf- 
pe&ed  in  the  habit  to  extreme  old  age,  or  even  to 
a  new  generation,  flowly  impairing  the  vital  or- 
gans, and  gradually  undermining  the  conftitution, 
before  their  fource,  and  fatal  tendency,  can  pofli- 
bly  be  difcovered.  There  are  fome  difeafes  indeed, 
which  though  born  with  us,  cannot  be  faid  to  be 
derived  from  the  parent,  as  when  a  foetus  receives 
fome  hurt  by  an  injury  done  to  the  mother;  while 
others,  neither  born  with  us,  nor  having  any  foun- 
dation, 
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elation  in  the  conftitution,  are  fucked  in  with  the 
nurfe's  milk.  Let  it  then  be  the  care  of  every 
parent,  who  from  fome  local  misfortune  is  fo  far 

"  compelled  to  depart  from  the  ties  of  nature  as  to 
abandon  her  tender  offspring  to  the  breaft  of  ano- 
ther, to  be  fatisfied,  as  far  as  human  forefight  and 
medical  penetration  can  reach,  that  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  blood  of  the  nurfe  be  free  from  fcrophula, 
and  every  other  hereditary  impurity. 

Accidental  difeafes,  though  not  derived  from  the 
parents,  neverthelefs  in  general  fpring  from  the 
blood ;  which,  conftituting  or  propagating  animal 
life  through  every  part  of  the  body,  is  necelTarily 
expofed  to  every  external  offending  caufe,  from 
which  imprefhon  particular  accidental  difeafes  en- 
fue.  The  climate  iifelf,  under  which  people  live, 
will  often  produce  thefe  affections  in  the  blood; 
and  every  particular  climate  hath  more  or  lefs  a 
tendency  to  produce  a  particular  difeafe,  either 
from  its  excefs  of  heat  or  cold,  or  from  the  muta- 
bility of  the  weather.  An  immenfe  number  of  dif- 
eafes are  alfo  produced  in  the  blood  by  impure  air, 
or  fuch  as  is  loaded  with  putrid,  marflvy,  and  other 
noxious  vapours.  The  fame  thing  h'kewife  hap- 
pens from  high-feafoned  or  corrupted  aliment, 

,  whether  meat  or  drink;  though  even  the  bell:  and 
moil  nutritious  aliment  will  hurt,  if  taken  in  too 
great  a  quantity;  not  to  mention  poifons,  which 
are  endowed  with  fuch  pernicious  qualities,  that, 
even  when  taken  in  the  fmalleft  quantitv,  they  pro- 
duce the  molt  grievous  ferment  in  the  blood,  end- 
ing perhaps  with  death  itfelf.  There  are  likewife 
other  accidents  and  dangers  to  which  mankind  are 
expofed,  that  ingraft  innumerable  difeafes  in  the 
mafs  of  blood;  fuch  as  the  bite  of  venomous  rep- 
tiles, or  of  a  mad  dog;  an  injudicious  inoculation 
or  mis-treatment  of  the  fmali-pox  or  mealies ;  the 
pfora,  or  itch;  the  venereal  infection  ;  alfo  broken 
limbs,  wounds  and  contufions;  which,  though  pro- 
ceeding from  an.  external  caufe  at  firft,  fail  not  to 
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impair  the  blood,  and  often  terminate  in  internal 
difeafes  and  premature  death. 

Man,  however,  is  not  left  without  defence  againft 
fo  many  and  fuch  great  dangers.  The  human 
body  is  poffeffed  of  a  mod  wonderful  power,  bv 
which  it  preferves  itfelf  from  difeafes,  keeps  off 
many,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time  cures  fome  already 
begun,  while  others  are  by  the  fame  means -more 
ilowly  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion.  This  power, 
called  Autocrateia,  or  vis  medicatricis  nature,  is  well 
known  both  to  phylicians  and  philofophers,  by 
whom  it  is  moll  juftly  celebrated;  for  this  alone  is 
fufficient  for  curing  many  difeafes,  and  is  of  fervice 
in  all.  Nay,  even  the  belt  medicines  operate  only 
by  exciting  and  properly  directing  this  expulfive 
force,  by  which  the  excrementitious  humours  from 
the  aliments  and  blood  are  expelled  through  the 
proper  channels  of  evacuation,  as  well  as  through 
the  excretory  dufts,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  iufen- 
ftble perforation,  by  the  power  of  which,  the  offend- 
ing humours  from  the  blood  and  juices  are  perpe- 
tually flying  off.  But  though  phyficians  juftly  put 
confidence  in  this  power,  and  though  it  generally 
cures  difeafes  of  a  flighter  kind,  yet  it  is  not  to  be 
thought  that  thofe  of  a  more  grievous  tendency 
are  to  be  left  to  the  unaflifted  efforts  of  the  foot- 
fteps  of  nature.  Phylicians  have  therefore  a  two- 
fold error  to  avoid,  namely,  either  defpifmg  the 
ability  of  the  vis  medicatricis  too  much,  which,  if 
left  alone,  would  work  a  radical  and  perfect  cure ; 
or,  putting  too  great  confidence  in  thefe  exertions 
of  nature,  they  are  left  unfeconded  and  alone,  till 
the  virulence  of  infeftion  or  difeafe  undermines  the 
conftitution,  and  bears  down  all  before  it. 

The  grand  and  perpetual  means  by  which  the 
foul  and  offending  humours  in  the  blood  and  juices 
are  continually  carried  off,  is  undoubtedly  through 
the  perfpirative  pores  and  veffels,  which  it  is  highly 
compatible  with  found  health  to  keep  open,  and 
for  which  purpofe  medicaments  are  principally 
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ufed.  When  this  evacuation  is  copious  and  grofs 
enough  to  be  difcerned  by  the  eye,  as  in  fweat,  the 
perfpiration  is  faid  to  be  fenfible ;  but  where  it  is 
lb  volatile  as  to  efcape  the  notice  of  the  fenfes,  as 
is  the  cafe  in  the  ordinary  ftate  of  the  body,  it  is 
called  Infenjiblc  Perfpiration. — The  veffels  through 
which  the  perfpiration  is  performed,  lie  obliquely 
open  under  the  fquammse  or  fcales  of  the  cuticle 
or  fcarf-fkin.  They  are  inconceivably  final! ;  from 
a  calculation  of  Lewenhoek  it  appears,  that  the 
mouths  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
of  them  may  be  covered  with  a  common  grain  of 
fand.  The  moft  confiderable  of  thefe  pores 'are  the 
orifices  of  the  dufts  arifing  from  the  miliary  glands. 
Through  thefe  veffels  there  is  continually  tranfud- 
ing  a  fubtle  humour,  from  every  point  of  the  body, 
and  throughout  the  whole  expanfe  of  the  Guticle. 
The  matter  evacuated  this  way  is  found  by  certain 
experience  to  be  more  than  equal  to  that  evacu- 
ated all  the  other  ways,  i.  e.  by  ftool,  urine,  &c. 
Sanctorious  found  in  Italy,  under  the  circumftances 
of  a  moderate  diet,  middle  age,  and  eafy  life,  that 
the  matter  infenlibly  perfpired  was  five-eighths  of 
that  which  was  taken  in  for  food :  fo  that  there 
only  remained  three-eighths  for  nutrition,  and  for 
the  excrements  of  the  nofe,  ears,  inteftines,  blad- 
der, &c. 

The  fame  author  (hews,  that  as  much  is  evacuated 
by  infenfible  perfpiration  in  one  day  as  by  ftool  ijr 
in  fourteen  days  ;  particularly  that,  in  the  fpace  of 
a  night's  time,  about  fixteen  ounces  are  ordinarily 
difcharged  by  urine,  four  ounces  by  ftooJ,  and  above 
forty  ounces  by  infenfible  perfpiration.  He  alfo 
obferves,  that,  if  a  man  eat  and  drink  eight  pounds 
in  a  day,  five  pounds  of  it  are  fpent  in  infenfible 
perfpiration  ;  and  adds,  as  to  the  times,  that  within 
five  hours  after  eating  there  is  perfpired  about  one 
pound;  from  the  fifth  to  the  twelfth  hour,  about 
three  pounds ;  and  from  the  twelfth  to  the  fixteenth 
fcarcely  half  a  pound.    M.  Dodart,  from  a  number 
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of  experiments  made  thirty-three  years  fucceflively, 
proves  that  we  perfpire  much  more  in  youth  than 
in  age.  In  fome  perfons  the  perfpiration  is  fo  co- 
pious, that  they  void  veiy  little  of  the  coarfer  ex- 
crement, though  they  eat  heartily.  The  benefits  of 
jnfenfible  perfpiration  are  fo  great,  that  without  it 
animal  life  could  not  be  pr'eferved.  The  general 
caufe  of  perfpiration  is  the  circulation  and  heat  of 
the  blood,  which  enables  it  to  throw  olf  the  offend- 
ing matter.  The  great  fubtlety,  equability,  and 
plenty  o£  the  matter  thus  perfpired,  its  increafe 
after  fleep,  &c.  conftitute  the  grand  fymptoms  of 
a  perfect  tlate  of  health  ;  and  the  chief  means  of 
preferving  the  fame.  On  the  contrany,  the  depart- 
ing from  thcfe  is  the  nrft.  fure  lign  of  approaching 
difcafes. 

Perfpiration  is  performed,  preferred,  and  in- 
crcafed,  .by  the  vifcera,  vcflels,  and  fibres ;  by  mo- 
tion or  eMrcife,  as  far  as  the  firft  appearance  of 
fvveat.;^'  a  moderate  ufe  of  venery  ;  by  fleep  of 
fevcn  or  eight  hours,  the  body  well  covered,  yet  not 
loaded  with  bed-clothes;  chcerfulnefs ;  light,  fer-: 
mcnted,  yet  folid,  food,  not  fat;  pure,  not  heavy, 
air,  &c.  The  contraries  of  all  thefe,  as  alfo  the  in- 
creafe of  the  other  excretions,  diminifh,  prevent, 
and  deprave,  it.  Hence  we  fee  the  caufe  and  ef- 
fect of  this  perfpirable  matter,  its  ufe  in  preferving 
the  parts  fort  and  flexible,  and  in  fupplying'  what  is 
loft,  but  chiefly  in  preferving  the  nervous  papilla; 
moift,  frefli,  lively,  and  fit  to  be  affected  by  objects, 
and  to  tranfmit  their  impreffions.  Hence  it  is,  that 
upon  a  ftoppage  of  the  ufual  perfpiration  there 
arife  fo  many  indifpofitions,  particularly  fevers, 
qgues,  rheums,  Sec.  Too  much  perfpiration  occa- 
fions  weaknefs,  and  fwoonings;  whilft  too  little, 
or  none  at  all,occalions  the  capillary  veffels  to  dry, 
wither,  and  perilh.  Hence  alfo  the  larger  emunc- 
tories  come  to  beobftrutled;  hence  the  circulation 
is  difturbed,  fliarp  humours  retained;  and  hence 
putridity,  crudity,  fevers,  inflammations,  and  im- 
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poftumes.  Cold  prevents  perspiration,  by  con- 
ftringing  the  pores  of  the  fkin  rfnd. thickening  the 
liquors  circulating  in  the  cutaneous  glands ;  heat,  on 
the  contrary,  augments  it,  both  by  opening  the  ex- 
cretory du£ts  of  the  glands,  and  by  increafing  the 
fluidity  and  velocity  of  the  humours.  To  deter- 
mine the  ftate  and  conds^n^of  the  perfpiration, 
fo  neceflary  forjudging  of  tnofef'Mttl}e  body,  Sanc- 
torious  invented  a  weighing  .A&arf,  whereby  he 
examined  the  quantity,  degr^ejf^c.  of  perfpira- 
tion in  feveral  circumftances  of  the  body,  under 
feveral  temperatures  of  the  air,  and  in  the  feveral 
intervals  of  eating,  drinking,  fleeping,  &c*. 

Some 

*  It  is  an  obfervation  of  this  learned  Philofopber,  that  if 
a  phyfician  understands  only  fenfible  perfpiration  and  evacua- 
tion,and  knows  not  how  to  reguhte  the  infenfible,  he  does  not 
cure  but  afflift  his  patients ;  therefore,  that  the  reader  may  be 
enabled  to  investigate  this  part  of  phyfiology  more  fully,  we 
wiU  fubjoin  the  following  aphoiifms : 

jSKpInfenfible  perfpiration  is  tranfpirable  through  the  pores  in 
j&qpry  part  of  the  body,  and  is  the  excrement  of  the  third  con- 
coction ;  fo  that  if  thofe  who  have  weak  ftnmachs  are  not  capable 
of  perfffting  the  firft  concoction, "the  third  cannot  be  fully  ac- 
complifhed,  and  therefore  inclines  the  body  to  various  difeafes. 

2.  Redundant  perfpiration,  and  much  fenfible  evacuation  to- 
gether, are  inconfiftent ;  alio,  a  copious  fenfible  evacuation,  with 
a  deficiency  of  perfpiration,  is  evil;  and  this  perfpirable  matter 
retained,  not  being  refolved  by  nature,  or  fome  difeafe  fuper- 
vening,  immediately  difpofes  the  body  to  a  malignant  fever. 

3.  The  external  caufes  that  hinder  perfpiration  are  cold, 
foggy,  and  moift  air,  much  labour  and  pain  of  the  body,  fu  im- 
ming  in  cold  water,  vifcous,  clammy  meats,  or  want  of  exercife 
to  body  or  mind,  ponderous  water  and  foggy  air,  turn  the  perfpi- 
rable matter  into  an  u/ior,  or  tharp  humour,  which  afterwards 
caufe  a  cachexy. 

4.  Infenfible  perfpiration  being  quite  obftr  lifted  in  the  braki, 
caufes  apoplexy;  in  the  heart,  caufes  palpitation;  in  the  matrix, 
fujfocatiov;  but  in  the  extreme  parts,  a  gangrene. 

5.  The  prefent  effeft  of  immoderate  venery  is  the  refrigerat- 
ing of  the  ftomach,  and*  confcquently  hinder  perfpiration: 
whence  comes  palpitations  and  a  weaknefs  in  the  eyes,  joints, 
and  the  principal  members. 

6.  Thofe  kinds  of  meat  which  are  moft  digeftible,  produce 
fhe  belt  kind  of  perfpiration;  for  -where  there  is  a  difficulty  of 
digeftion,  there  is  alfo  a  difficulty  <   perfpiration  :  fuppers  catett 
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Some  of  the  move  extraordinary  phamcmcna  ob« 
ferved  in  this  fpeculation,  are,  that  for  fome  time 
after  eating,  the  perfpiration  is  Jeaft  of  all ;  that  be- 
tween .the  fifth  and  twelfth  hour  after  meals  perfpi- 
ration is  greateft;  that  riding  either  on  horfeback, 
in  a  coach  or  (hip,  &c.  brifk  motion  on  the  ice,  &c\ 
but,  above  all,  a  brifk  friction  of  the  Ikin,  promote 
perfpiration  furprifmgly ;  and  that  perfpiration  is 
naturally  always  much  lefs  in  women  than  in  men, 

Perfpi- 

with  the  mind  troubled,  do  not  properly  digeft;  and  nothing  re- 
tards perfpiration  more,  than  to  drink  when  the  chyle  is  forming 
in  the  flomach. 

7.  Exercife  of  the  body  promotes  the  evacuation  of  fenfible 
excrements,  but  that  of  the  mind  infenflble  ones.  Riding  pro- 
motes the  perfpiration  mod  above  the  loins;  ambling  is  mo(l 
wholefome,  trotting  is  replete  with  many  evils;  but  the  violent, 
motion  of  a  coach  evacuates  the  crude  unconcocled  perfpirable 
matter,  and  hurts  the  folid  part  of  the  reins. 

8.  Violent  exercife,  where  the  wind  blows,  is  evil;  for  the 
wind  flops  t lie  perfpiration,  and  the  motion  makes  it  acrimoni- 
ous :  by  violent  exercife,  the  fibres  grow  hard,  whence  comes 
old  age;  but  foftnefs  of  the  fibres,  keeping  them  open,  makes 
long  life  ;  but  in  cold  and  clear  air,  although  perfpiration  is  flop- 
ped by  the  pores  being  condenfed,  yet  as  the  fibres  are  roborated, 
the  retained  perfpirable  matter  is  neither  felt  nor  does  hurt ;  but 
in  foggy  air,  the  perfpirable  matter  is  retained  by  the  abforbent 
vcflels  being  filled  with  the  aqueous  property,  confequently  the 
fibres  are  relaxed,  and  the  perfpirable  matter  felt,  and  very 
hurtful. 

9.  By  yawning  and  (tretching  of  the  joints,  there  are  great  en- 
deavours of  nature  to  void  the  retained  perfpirable  matter;  and 
to  apprehend  we  feel  ourfelves  more  light  than  we  really  are,  is  a, 
moft  wholefome  ftate,  for  that  weight  of  the  body  is  the  flandard, 
of  health,  when  a  perfon  can  afcend  a  fleep  place,  with  eafe. 

10.  Thofe  who  make  more  urine  than  is  proportionate  tq 
their  drink,  perfpire  but  little;, weak  perfons  evacuate  the  per- 
fpirable matter  in  their  urine  more  in  the  winter  than  in  the 
fummer;  but  robuft  and  ftrong  conditutions  more  in  the  fummer 
than  in  the  winter;  fo  weak  confiitutions  perfpire  more  in  tho 
night  than  in  the  day;  but  robuft  people  more  in  the  day  than 
night;  but  from  the  autumnal  equinox  until  the  winter  folftice, 
there  is  every  day  about  a  pound  of  perfpirable  matter  retaine:'; 
but  in  fummer  the  retained  perfpirable  matter  turns  fooner  acri- 
monious than  in  winter;  and,  if  turned  to  acrimony  in  fummer, 
it  brings  on  a  malignant  fever;  but  fif  operated  upon  by  an  ex- 
ternal heat,  violent  motion,  or  a  long  continuance,  it  will  pro^ 
duce  an  inflammation  in  the  bowels. 

H.  By 
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Perfpiration  is  influenced  by  the  paflions  of  the" 
mind.  Thus  anger  and  joy  increafe,  and  fear  and 
fadnefs  leffen,  both  perfpiration  and  urine.  Angef 
caufes  a  ftrong  motion  in  the  membranes  of  the 
heart ;  it  irritates  the  arteries  and  the  miifcularfyf- 
tem,  and  thus  quickens  the  contraction  and  dilata* 
tion  of  the  blood-veffels  and  fecerning  duels ;  and  of 
confequence  it  increafes  the  difcharges  of  perfpi- 
ration and  urine  ';  and  that  more  or  lefs,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ftrength  and  continuance  of 'the  paflion. 
Joy  affects  thefe  difcharges  in  like  manner  as  anger. 
In  the  paflions  of  fear  and  forrow,  perfpiration  and 
urine  are  leflened,  by  the  depreflion  of  the  activity 
of  the  foul  under  thofe  paflions.  The  proportion 
of  perfpiration  to  urine  is  augmented  by  all  thofe 
exercifes  which  increafe  the  motion  of  the  blood, 
and  warm  the  fldn. 

We  have  an  account  of  a  perfon  who,  by  pafling 
many  nights  in  aftronomical  fpeculations,  had  his 
perfpiration  fo  obftructed  by  the  cold  and  damp  of 
the  air  in  Holland,  that  a  fhirt  he  had  worn  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  was  a]  mo  ft  as  clean  as  if  it  had  been 
worn  but  one  day.  The  confequence  of  this  was, 
that  he  gathered  fubcutaneous  waters,  but  was 
cured  in  time.  The  garments  beft  calculated  to  en- 
courage and  promote  infenfible  perfpiration,  to  keep 
the  mouths  of  the  minuter  veflelsopen,and  to  guard 
the  body  from  the  too  fudden  and  violent  effects  of 
cold,  are  thofe  made  of  flannel.  Whence  fiimnel 
lhirts  and  waiftcoats,  or  a  fquare  piece  of  flannel 
worn  over  the  breaft  or  pit  of  the  ftomach,  parti- 
cularly in  the  winter  months,  are  productive  of 

11.  By  fadnefs  and  fear,  the  lighteft  of  the  perfpirable  matter 
is  emitted,  but  joy  or  anger  difcharges  the  heavy  with  the  light. 
Gfief  breeds  obltruclions,  hardnefs  of  the  paits,  and  hypochon- 
driacal affections;  but  a  contented  mind  gives  a  lice  and  equal 
perluiratiom 

12.  A  youthful  face  ispreferved  by  avoiding  fweating,  or  per- 
fpiring  too  much  through  heat,  but  continual  exercife,  both  oi 
body  and  mind,  brings  on  quickly  old  age  and  untimely  death. 

O  2  fuch 
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fuch  beneficial  effects  to  weakly  and  debilitated 
conftitutions,  and  a61  as  a  valuable  prefervative  to 
the  hale  and  robuft.  In  the  annexed  copper-plate 
engraving,  I  have  endeavoured  to  thew  the  manner 
in  which  the  infenfible  perfpiration  iffues  from  the 
pores  of  the  body,  which  can  only  be  difcerncd  by 
means  of  a  lens ;  being  of  fo  volatile  and  fubtle  a 
quality,  that  it  paffes  through  our  garments  with 
the  utmoft  eafe,  particularly  if  woollen;  and  Jr. 
even  afcends  through  the  bed-clothes  like  a  mill, 
in  the  greater!  abundance  when  we  are  aflcep,  and 
the  other  animal  functions  at  reft. 

In  this  manner  nature,  from  all  cafual  obftrucli- 
ons,  endeavours  to  relieve  herfelf ;  and  fo  long  as 
difeafes  are  recent,  and  of  a. mild  tendency,  they 
are  ufually  carried  off  by  this  means,  without  re- 
quiring any  aid  from  medicine.  When,  however, 
difeafes  are  of  long  Handing,  and  the  humours  in 
the  blood  become  too  foul  and  vifcous  to  be  thrown 
off  by  the  vis  medicatrieh  natura,  the  whole  habit  is 
quickly  vitiated,  and  the  circulating  mafs  becomes 
morbid;  yet  even  in  this  infecled  ftate,  the  vital 
heat  and  activity  of  the  blood  flrives  to  purify  it- 
felf,  by  determining  thefe  morbid  particles  to  the 
fkin,  where  they  form  fcabs,  ulcers,  pimples,  and 
other  fpots,  as  in  the  fcrophula,  leprofy,  fmall-pox, 
mealies,  fyphilis,  &c.  or  elfe  the  virulent  matter  is 
directed  inwards,  where,  falling  upon  the  lungs  and 
other  vifcera,  death  quickly  enfues.  Here  then  we 
may  view  the  (hocking  confequences  which  refult 
from  thofe,  who  enter, into  matrimony  under  a 
tainted  or  infecled  Hate  of  the  blood.  Indeed  per- 
fons  who  are  afflicted  with  the  leprofy,  fcrophula, 
or  king's  evil,  mould  never  marry  until  a  perfect 
cure  has  been  happily  effected,  and  a  pure  and 
healthful  ftate  of  the  blood  induced.  To  enter 
into  wedlock  under  a  venereal  taint,  is  an  unwife, 
a  moft  cruel,  and  a  mod  ungenerous  a£t.  A  man, 
with  only  a  flight  infection,  by  contacl  with  the  wo- 
man, will  himfelf,  perhaps,  experience  a  perfect  cure. 
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m  confequence  of  the  foul  and  infectious  matter" 
being  drawn  from  the  parts  by  the  female  organs, 
feconded  by  the  adtion  of  the  ruga;  and  abforbent 
veifels  on  the  furface  of  the  vagina.  But  the  un* 
happy  female  is  fure  to  take  the  diforder,  and, 
mould  fhe  prove  with  child,  (lie  not  only  carries  the 
poifonous  infection  into  the  marrow  of  her  own 
bones,  but  brings  an  infant  offspring  into  the  world, 
devoted  to  mifery  and  difeafe ;  for  whatever  foul 
and  infectious  humour  is  implanted  in  the  parent 
blood,  it  is  immediately  carried  by  the  circulation 
to  the  vital  organs  of  the  child,  j aft  as  the  flame  of 
one  candle  is  by  contact  communicated  to  another. 
Nor  can  we  be  furprifed  at  thefe  things,  if  we  only 
reflect  on  what  has  alreadv  been  adduced,  and  con- 
temolate  the  fyftem  and  economv  of  the  human 
frame.  Confider  only  the  powerful  effects  of  a 
few  grains  of  cantharides,  which,  if  externally  ap 
plied,  act  as  a  burning  cauftic;  but  if  taken  into 
the  itomach,  inftantly  overturn  the  natural  courfe 
of  the  circulation,  by  forcing  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood  into  the  extremities,  but  more  particularly, 
with  great  vehemence  and  turgidity,  into  the  pri- 
vities; for  which  reafon  cantharides  are  taken 
with  intent  to  cure  the  weaknefs  and  debility  of 
the  penis ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  it  pr-oduces  a  greater 
debility;  an  emaciated  conftitution,  is  fure  to  fol- 
low, and,  not  unfrequently,  inftant  death.  • 

If,  then,  fo  powerful  an  effect  can  be  wrought  on 
the  blood  by  fwallowing  a  few  irritating  particles 
of  a  fmall  infect,  may  we  not  jufily  infer,  that  bv 
infufing  into  tne  circulating  mafs,  particles  conge- 
nial to  itfelf,  the  utmoft  relief  may  be  afforded  to 
it,  even  in  its  molt  depraved  and  inactive  (Me? 
From  this  confidci'ation  alone,  we  may  venture  to 
pronounce,  that  all  diforders  -originating-  in  the 
blood,  might  either  be  prevented  or  repelled,  were 
filch  a  medium  difcovered,  by  which  we  might  in-- 
fufe,  immediately  into  the  mafs,  a  combination  of 
•fuch  elemental  principles  as  the  blood  and  juices 

them- 
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themfelves  confift,  in  their'purcft  and  moft  elaftrd 
ftate  ;  for  this,  in  facl,  is  the  aim  of  all  medicines ; 
but  which  they  mifs  by  being  adminiftered  in  their 
grofs  form,  and  being  obliged  to  pafs  the  feveral 
digeftive  operations  of  the  ftomach,  before  thev 
can  reach  the  blood,  whereby  the  principal  part  of 
their  occult  virtue  is  loft  among  the  food,  or  fe- 
creted  in  fuch  fmall  quantities  as  to  produce  very 
little  effect.  But  a  medium,  pofiefiing  thefe  con- 
genial principles,  ready  digefted,  and  fo  combined 
as  to  be  taken  inftantly,  and  without  diminution, 
into  the  habit,  would  not  only  keep  the  cruor  3nd 
the  ferum  in  that  due  proportion,  which  is  foeflen- 
tial  to  health,  but  would  ftimulate,  correcl,  purify, 
and  augment  the  blood,  as  its  reduced  or  difor- 
dered  ftate  might  from  time  to  time  require.  Such 
a  medium,  after  infinite  labour,  and  unlimited  ex- 
perience, I  pronounce  the  Solar  Tinfture  to  be ; 
and  fuch  will  be  found  its  operative  effects,  under 
whatever  circumftances  it  may  be  adminiftered,  in 
any  climate  or  feafon;  the  innocent  and  balfamic 
qualities  of  which  are  as  grateful  to  the  internal 
organs  of  the  human  frame,  as  the  folar  rays  are 
cheering  to  the  external ;  and  it  affords  me  no  fmall 
gratification  to  avow,  that,  in  offering  it  to  the 
public,  I  invade  no  man's  property,  nor  imitate  any 
medicine  at  prefent  known  in  public  or  private 
practice.  The  experiments  I  have  made  with  it 
upon  a  variety  of  difeafed  wretched  objects,  are 
innumerable ;  and  I  (hall  ftill  continue  to  admi- 
nifter  it  gratis  to  the  really/wor,  who  are  given  over 
by  others,  or  who  have  not  the  means  of  applying 
for  medical  afliftance. 

The  infinite  variety  of  complaints  an  impure  or 
inferred  ftate  of  the  blood  induces,  almoft  exceeds 
belief;  and  hence  the  new  and  deceptive  forms  a 
fcrophulous  or  fcorbutic  taint  puts  on,  which  often 
deceive  the  moft  eminent  of  the  faculty,  and  baffle 
the  beft  intention  towards  a  cure.  An  impure  or 
fcrophulous  taint  will  evade  the  nobleft  organs  of 
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the  human  frame,  before  the  patient  can  be  aware 
of  his  danger.  In  the  firft  nWe  of  its  vifible  ef. 
tects,  a  wearying  pain  feizes  the  joints  and  muk 
cles,  attended  with  awafling  of  the  legs  and  loins, 
Jn  the  fecond  ftage  the  gums  fwell,  grow  painfu], 
hot,  and  irritable,  and  bleed  upon  the  flighted 
pre  flu  re :  the  roots  of  the  teeth  become  bare  and 
Joofe,  and  the  breath  naufeous.  In  the  third  ftage, 
the  gums  grow  putrid,  the  teeth  black  and  rotten, 
the  fublingular  veins  become  varicofe,  and  the 
breath  cadaverous;  fceted  blood  diftils  from  the 
lips,  gums,  mouth,  nofe,  lungs,  ftomach,  liver, 
fpleen,  pancreas,  inteftines,  womb,  kidneys,  &c. 
fcabs  and  ulcers  break  out  in  all  parts  of  the  body, 
and  the  joints,  bones,  and  vifcera,  become  morbid. 
In  the  fourth  ftage,  putrid,  eruptive,  and  fpotted 
fevers  enfue,  which  end  in  an  atrophy,  or  elfe  fol- 
low diarrhoeas,  dyjfentery,  dropfy,  confumption, 
palfy,  contractions,  melancholy,  and  all  the  long 
and  direful  train  of  nervous  diforders,  which  to  de- 
fcribe  would  fill  a  volume. 

To  counteract  this  mod  virulent  of  all  chronic 
complaints,  the  utmoft  exertions  of  human  Ikill 
have  been  employed.  The  remedies  prefcribed  in 
its  different  ftages  are  almoft  innumerable.  The 
object  is  to  reduce  the  virulence  of  the  infection, 
and  to  eradicate  its  feeds  from  the  blood  and 
Jymph;  for  which  end  the  mildeft  and  mod  fimple 
medicines  are  recommended.  Mineral  and  tar 
waters,  for  their  warm  and  ftimulating  quality ; 
milk  or  whey,  from  their  fimilitude  to  the  chyle; 
the  cold  bath,  for  bracing  the  folids  and  quicken-- 
ing  the  circulation;  antifcorbutic  vegetables,  &;c. 
for  purging  and  fweetening  the  blood,  fuch  as 
fcurvy-grafs,  wafer-crefles,  wormwood,  hemlock, 
centaury,  vervain,  waterrtrefoil,  juniper-berries,  the 
Peruvian  bark,  faflafras,  guaiacum,  aloes,  afla- 
foelida,  camomile,  diafcordium,  faffron,  fenna, 
fhubarb,  manna,  TEthiop's  mineral,  hartfborn,  na- 
fjvp  cinnabar,  antimony,  &c.    When  thefe  fail, 

mercury, 
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mercury,  or  a  mercurial  falivation,  is  looked  upon 
as  the  only  cure ;  which,  in  fa6t,  is  but  to  give  the 
human  frame  its  lad  vehement  fliock,  and  to  fend 
the  wretched  patient  in  agonies  to  the  grave  ! 

The  intention  of  all  thefe  remedies  is  to  impreg- 
nate the  blood  with  qualities  oppofite  to  thofe 
with  which  it  is  infecled;  and  thismuft  be  done  in 
a  fupcrior  degree  of  force  and  power,  before  a  cure 
can  be  completed,  But  thefe  medicaments  are 
often  adminiitcred  under  fuch  naufeous  forms,  and 
in  fo  crude  and  unqualified  a  (late,  that  they  not 
only  torture  the  patient,  but  mifs  entirely  their  in- 
tended aim.  The  naufeous  tafle'of  medicine  is 
nothing  but  its  groffer  particles;  which,  inliead  of 
entering  the  ttomach  to  irritate  and  oppfefs  its  or- 
gans, ought  to  be  drawn  off  by  chemical  procefs ; 
tor  it  is  the  occult  virtue  of  every  drug,  not  its 
groffer  part,  that  performs  the  cure. 

Now  the  peculiar  excellence  of  the  Solar  T'me- 
furt  is,  that  it  combines  the  effential  and  occult 
virtues  of  all  fcorbutic  vegetables,  ready  digefted, 
comeo&ed,  purified,  and  rcfolved  into  an  elegant 
foalfamic  effence,  pleafing  to  the  taftc,  and  grateful 
to'the  ftomach.  It  Hies  immediately  to  the  heart, 
whether  internally  or  externally  applied,  blends 
and  affimilates  with  the  venal  and  arterial  blood, 
which  it  generates,  corrects,  warms,  purifies,  ani- 
mates, and  impels,  through  the  whole  fyftem.  It 
clcanfes  all  the  vifcera,  and  glandular  parts,  efpe^ 
cially  the  lungs  and  kidneys  ;  llimulates  the  fibres, 
whereby  the  gaftric  juice  and  digeftion  are  pro- 
moted;  diflblves  vifcid  humours,  and  expels  infec- 
tion. It  exerts  very  confiderable  effects  on  the 
whole  nervous  fyftem,  fenfibly  raifes'  the  pulfc, 
ftrengthens  the  folids,  and  invigorates  the  animal 
fpirits.  It  penetrates  into  the  mofr  innate  parts, 
opens  the  mouths  of  the  minuter  vefleKs,  reftores 
the  natural  perfpiration,  and  promotes  all  the  fluid 
fecretions.  In  every  ftage  ol\  infectious  djfeafeSj 
and  in  all  fudden  epidemical  diforders,  which 
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ufually  follow  from  a  wet,  putrid,  and  unwholcfome 
ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  it  is  an  abfolute  fpecific; 
and  as  a  preventive,  and  alterative,  and  a  purifier  of 
the  blood,  it  has  not  its  equal  in  the  world.  It 
quickly  relieves  every  common  malady  originating 
in  the  blood,  fuch  as  relaxations,  debility,  latitude, 
tremors,  finking  of  the  fpirits,  and  all  thofe  ner- 
vous affections  which  harrafs  and  opprefs  the  weak, 
fedentary,  and  delicate ;  and  are  often  the  confe- 
quences  of  high  living,  and  luxuriant  indulgences, 
without  bodily  exercife  and  frefh  air.  In  all  thefe 
cafes,  the  Solar  Tincture  is  calculated  to  warm  and 
itrengthen  the  cold  tremulous  nerves ;  to  fheath 
and  invigorate  the  mufcular  fyftem;  to  animate  the 
fpirits,  and  renovate  the  whole  man;  whereby  the 
chill  watery  fluids  become  rich  and  balfamic,  and 
the  circulating  mafs  refumes  its  healthful  ftate. 
It  is  an  infallible  cure  for  joint-achs,  cramps, 
fpafms,  rheumatic  gout,  nervous  head-ach,  agues, 
and  all  diforders  arifing  from  obftructed  perfpira- 
tion.  In  complaints  of  the  breaft,  ftomach  and 
bowels,  it  gives  immediate  relief;  and  in  afthmatic 
and  confumptive  cafes,  is  an  elegant  and  expediti- 
ous cure.  It  will  Hop  mortification  in  very  adr 
vanced  ftages,  by  expelling  the  poifonous  matter, 
and  correcting  the  juices  of  the  whole  body.  It  re- 
quires no  argument  to  convince,  more  than  a  fingle 
trial ;  after  which,  I  think,  no  family  who  value 
their  health  or  life  will  choofe  to  be  without  it ;  par- 
ticularly under  any  of  the  following  afflictions; 

SCROPHULA,  SCURVY,  OR  KING'S  EVIL. 

In  the  firft  and  fecond  ftages  of  this  diforder,  a 
fmall  table  fpoonful  of  the  Tincture,  taken  in  a 
wine-glafs  of  cold  fpring  water  night  and  morning, 
will  prevent  the  further  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  in  a  very  fhort  time  reftore  the  blood  to  its 
healthful  ftate,  the  effects  of  which  will  be  fo  obvi- 
ous to  the  patient,  that  he  will  be  at  no  difficulty 
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■when  to  difcontinue  the  medicine.  In  the  third 
ftage,  it  is  often  requifite  that  the  medicine  be  in- 
ternally and  externally  applied.  The  mouth  thould 
be  frequently  waflied  with  the  Tincture  diluted  in 
warm  water,  and  it  will  very  foon  expel  the  poifon 
from  the  gums.  If  the  vifcera  be  in  a  morbid  irate, 
which  may  be  known  by  the  excrements,  or  foul- 
nefs  of  expectoration,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take 
the  medicine,  night  and  morning,  for  feveral  days, 
in  the  quantity  of  a  table-fpoonful  undiluted ;  and  at 
noon,  a  table-fpoOnful  in  the  fame  quantity  of 
warm  water.  The  fcabs,  whether  dry  or  moift, 
fhould  be  frequently  wafhed  with  the  Tin£lure, 
undiluted,  which  being  abforbed  by  the  minuter 
veffels,  and  taken  into  the  habit,  will  expel  the 
humour,  and  clear  away  the  fcurf.  If  tumours  or 
foul  ulcers  occur,  wafli  them  frequently  with  a  di- 
lution of  the  medicine  in  the  fame  quantity  of 
warm  water,  until  the  heat  and  virulence  be 
abated;  then  apply  the  Tincture  undiluted,  with 
lint  or  fine  rags,  by  which  means  the  infectious 
matter  will  be  totally  eradicated,  the  blood  and 
juices  purified,  and  the  ulcers  healed. 

In  the  fourth  ftage,  whatever  may  chance  to  be 
the  fad  malady  to  which  the  diforder  ultimately 
turns,  a  ftrict  attention  to  regimen,  exercife,  and 
frefh  air,  as  far  as  the  ftrength  and  condition  of  the 
patient  will  admit,  muft  be  particularly  attended 
to.  And,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  the  beft  and  moll:  fim- 
ple  methods  of  treatment  are  laid  down  in  the 
Medical  part  of  my  Family  Phyfician,  page  1 68, 
&c.  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  every  patient  in 
this  dreadful  ftage  of  the  difeafc ;  and,  in  aid  of 
the  advice  there  given,  let  the  Solar  Tincture  be 
regularly  perfiftcd  in  ever)-  night  and  morning,  in 
the  quantity  of  one  table-fpoonful  in  as  much 
warm  water;  and,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  take 
a  table-fpoonful  undiluted. — Let  this  be  continued 
eight  or  ten  days;  then  take  a  table-fpoonful  di- 
luted in  warm  water  three  times  a  day,  morning, 

noon 
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noon,  and  night,  till  the  nerves  and  organs  begin 
to  refurne  their  healthful  tone ;  then  let  the  dofes 
.  be  gradually  abated  to  a  fpoonful  in  water  every 
other  morning,  which  fhould  be  continued  till 
health  is  perfectly  re-eftablifhed ;  and  which,  by 
God's  bleffing,  will  generally  happen,  even  in 
tliefe  defperate  cafes,  in  the  courfe  of  a  month  or 
fix  weeks. — As  a  preventive  of  all  foul  or  fcrophu- 
lous  taints  in  the  habit,  and  as  an  alterative,  and 
purifier  of  the  blood,  it  may  be  occafionally  taken 
every  other  morning  for  a  week  together,  particu- 
larly in  the  fpring  and  fall,  in  the  quantity  of  a 
table-fpoonful  in  a  wine-glafs  of  cold  fpring  water; 
or  it  may  be  occafionally  taken  as  a  beverage  after 
dinner  or  fupper,  mixed  in  a  tumbler  with  warm 
water,  and  made  palatable  with  fugar.  It  will  be 
found  pleafant  to  the  tafte,  and  grateful  to  the  fto- 
mach,  fuperior  to  any  fpirits,  or  punch.  The  many 
inftances  of  elegant  and  uncommon  cures  effected 
by  the  Solar  Tin£ture,  on  perfons  of  the  firfr.  emi- 
nence, may  be  infpe&ed  at  any  time,  on  applica- 
tion at  my  houfe.  But,  at  the  particular  requeft  of 
the  party,  I  have  here  added  the  following  re- 
markable 

CASE. 

Mr.  R.  Pinder,  of  Bramftone,  near  Bridlington, 
in  Yorkfliire,  had  been  long  affli£fed  with  a  violent 
fcorbutic  humour  in  his  blood,  which  threw  out 
fometimes  dry,  and  fometimes  moift  fcabs  and  tu- 
mours on  the  ikin.  Being  neglected,  it  at  length 
pervaded  the  whole  fyftem,  till,  turning  inwardly, 
it  fell  upon  his  lungs,  and  reduced  him  to  the  laft 
ftage  of  a  confumpti'on.  In  this  deplorable  (rate, 
given  over  by  the  faculty,  left  totally  emaciated, 
and  incapable  of  turning  in  his  bed,  he  fortunately 
had  recourfe  to  the  Solar  Tincture.  The  firft  dofe 
was  given  undiluted,  which  threw  him  into  a  fine 
perfpiration,  and  compofed  him  to  fleep,  which  had 
long  been  a  ftranger  to  his  eyes.    After  one  large 

P  2  bottle 


1 1 8  MEDICAL  MIRROR. 

bottle  had  been  adminiftered  agreeably  to  the  bill 
of  directions,  at  the  end  of  a  week  he  was  fo 
much  reftored,  that  with  very  little  amftance  he 
was  enabled  to  put  on  his  'own  clothes ;  and,  after 
continuing  the  medicine  for  little  more  than  a 
month,  he  was  able  to  walk  abroad.  And  now, 
having  continued  the  Tinflure  night  and  morning, 
and  occafionally  ufing  it  as  a  beverage  made  fimilar 
to  warm  brandy  and  water,  he  has  quite  recovered 
his  former  health  and  ftrength ;  being,  to  the  fur- 
prife  of  every  body  who  beheld  him  in  his  late 
emaciated  condition,  as  robuft  and  hearty  as  it  is 
well  poihble  for  a  man  to  be. 

DEBILITATED,    TAINTED,   AND  ENFEEBLED 
CONSTITUTIONS. 

Mufcular  debility  was  a  misfortune  but  little 
known  to  our  forefathers.  Whether  immured  in 
venereal  embraces,  or  facrificing  at  the  flirine  of 
Bacchus,  moderation  and  feafonable  hours  directed 
the  meafure  of  their  enjoyment.  If  revelry  or 
voluptuoufnefs,  by  chance  unftrung  their  nerves, 
gymnaftic  exercifes  and  field  fports,  or  the  more 
pleafurable  delights  of  the  chace,  quickly  reftored 
them  to  their  proper  tone, — gave  new  vigour  to 
the  blood, — health  to  the  cheek, — and  lighted  up 
afrefli  the  flame  of  love.  But  now,  how  ftrange 
the  reverfe !  Habituated  to  effeminacy,  and  fed 
with  dainties, — revelling  all  night  with  wine,  and 
ftretched  on  beds  of  down  all  day, — fhut  up  in 
flews  and  brothels,  fcarcely  breathing  wholefome 
air, — clafped  in  the  arms  of  tainted  or  difeafed  fe- 
males, until  enjoyment  palls  upon  the  fenfes,  and 
the  mufcular  powers  absolutely  refufe  their  office, 
no  wonder  fo  many  men  are  found  old  in  every 
thing  but  years;  whofe  eonftitutions  are  fairly 
worn  down,  blood  ftagnant,  folids  relaxed,  fecrc- 
tions  diverted  from  their  proper  courfe,  mufcles 
debilitated,  eyes  funk,  palid  cheek,  and  fpirits 

gone 
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gone.  Thefe  are  not  half  the  evils  refulting  from 
this  famionable  foufce  of  deftruelive  folJy.  It  may 
not  be  amifs,  however,  to  defcribe  the  remarkable 
cafes  of  a  few,  of  whom  the  Solar  Tincture  has 
made  perfect  cures,  by  infufing  a  new  portion  of 
health  into  the  mafs  of  blood ;  fincerely  hoping, 
that  a  more  wife  and  manly  courfe  of  Tife  will 
fhortly  eradicate  thefe  difgraceful  complaints,  and 
reftore  to  the  ladies  a  genuine  race  of  Englimmen 
and  Britons. 

CASES. 

PREMATURE  DEBILITY. 

A  gentleman  in  the  army,  under  thirty  years  of 
age,  complained  to  me  that  he  had  all  at  once  be- 
come incapable  of  enjoying  his  wife.  Sufpecling  he 
was  not  married,  I  delired  him  to  be  open  and 
candid,  to  relate  to  me  his  real  fituation,  and  not  a 
pretended  one,  which  was  only  to  impofe  on  his 
own  underflanding.  He  thanked  me  for  the  re- 
buke— faid  he  would  be  frank,  and  in  a  few  words 
declared,  That  from  exceffive  luft,  and  continual 
debauch  he  had  loft  his  virility  ;  and,  to  add  to  the 
misfortune,  he  was  really  on  the  eve  of  entering 
into  the  marriage  ftate.  In  other  refpecls  he  felt 
no  diminution  in  his  health  or  constitution;  and 
from. externa]  appearances,  this  was  furely  the  laft 
imperfection  that  could  have  been  fufpecled.  His 
complexion  was  vigorous  and  lively,  his  flefli  firm, 
and  conformation  excellent ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
this,  he  was  impotent  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  nei- 
ther the  ftrength  of  his  own  defires,  nor  the  exci- 
tations of  the  female,  could  affect  the  part,  ft 
often  happens,  that  though  the  organs  remain 
found,  yet  if  the  nervous  and  feminal  fluids  have 
degenerated  from  a  healthful  ftate — if  they  are 
impoverifhed  by  being  too  much  drained,  or  turned 
into  an  unnatural  courfe,  they  cannot  then  perform 
their  office,  becaufe  their  moving  powers,  and  fti- 
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mulus  on  the  blood,  are  become  too  weak  to  direct 
their  force  and  aftion  in  the  manner  nature  re- 
quires in  the  a£t  of  copulation.  I  therefore  en- 
joined him  to  abftain  entirely  from  all  attempts  of 
the  kind  for  three  months  at  leaft ;  directed  the 
ointment  as  in  page  240  of  the  Medical  part  of 
my  Family  Phyfician,  with  the  Solar  Tincture  three 
times  a  day  for  two  months ;  then  twice  a  day,  un- 
til he  found  it  no  longer  necefTarv.  After  taking 
fix  large  bottles,  he  generoufly  thanked  me  for  a 
more  hale  and  robuft  ftate  of  body  than  he  ever  re- 
membered to  have  enjoyed  before.  He  has  lince 
fent  me  feveral  patients,  in  almoft  as  debilitated  a 
ftate  as  he  was  himfelf,  who  are  now  ready  to 
unite- with  him  in  giving  full  teftimony  to  the  reno- 
vating powers  and  peculiar  efficacy  of  the  Solar 
Tincture.  1 


A    REL  Mft  'HABIT. 

'  .:&*&{>•,'■■;  ■  : 

Little  more  than  three  months  ago,  a  gentleman, 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  lately  returned  from  the 
Eaft-Indies,  applied  to  me  for  the  cure  of  what  he 
termed  a  broken  conftitution.  He  had  made  very  free 
with  the  fable  beauties  of  Bengal — had  undergone  a 
mercurial  falivation,  and  appeared  to  be  finking 
under  an  univerfal  langour  and  debility  of  the  whole 
mufcular  fyftem.  The  fphin£ter  of  the  bladder  was 
fo  weakened,  that  the  urinary  fecretion  came  from 
him  by  drops,  in  fo  perpetual  and  involuntary  a 
manner,  as  not  to  be  perceived  until  the  moifture  of 
one  fet  of  cloths  became  fo  fenfibly  afflicting,  as 
made  it  neceflary  to  fupply  frefli  ones,  which  ufually 
happened  every  hour.  The  corporeal  functions 
.were  diffipated  and  relaxed,  the  tone  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  vifcera  was  nearly  gone,  the  tremulous 
nerves  reluclantly  performed  their  office,  and  the 
circulation  was  become  ftagnant  and  morbid.  I 
advifed  an  immediate  recourfe  to  the  moft  nouriih- 
ing  food,  with  ftrong  port-wine  negus  for  his  drink; 
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ttriti  the  Solar  Tincture  to  be  taken  four  times  ada- 
for  the  firft  month  ;  three  times  a  day  for  the  fecond 
month ;  and  once  or  twice  a  day  afterwards,  as 
occafion  might  feem  to  render  necefTary.  Before 
the  expiration  of  twenty  days,  the  fphinctcr  mufcle 
acquired  its  proper  tone,  the  pulfe  became  ftrong 
and  regular,  and  the  nervous  tremors  were  confi- 
derably  abated.  By  the  end  of  the  fecond  month, 
a  renovation  of  the  whole  animal  economy  feemed 
to  have  taken  place,  and  a  vifible  accumulation  of 
the  blood  and  juices  had  retrieved  the  circulation. 
Before  the  expiration  of  three  months,  I  had  the  gra- 
tification to  fee  this  patient  completely  reftored  to 
fuch  a  ftate  of  bodily  health  and  ftrength,  as  utterly 
aftonifhed  himfelf,  after  taking  only  eight  large  bot- 
tles of  the  Solar  Tincture. 

HYPOCHONDRIACAL   DEBILITY,   OR  WEAK 

NERVES. 

A  Gentleman  in  Oxfordfiiire  lately  came  to  town 
on  purpofe  to  confult  me  in  this  complaint.  He 
appeared  to  be  near  thirty  years  of  age,  of  middling 
Mature,  but  of  a  weakly  conftitution.  He  had  for 
upwards  of  feven  years  paft  paid  his  addrefTes  to  a 
lady,  whom  he  had  long  promifed,  and  very  much 
defired,  to  marry  ;  but  whenever  he  propofed  in  his 
mind  to  fix  the  day,  or  whenever  it  happened  that 
he  attempted  to  falute  or  embrace  her,  he  was 
feized  with  an  unaccountable  tremor  of  the  whole 
body,  his  fpirits  funk,  his  virility  left  him,  and  a  vi- 
olent palpitation  of  the  heart  enfued.  In  mort,  he 
was  fo  diftruftful  of  his  own  powers,  that  he  con- 
feffed  it  was  the  fear  of  not  being  able  to  perform 
the  rites  of  the  marriage-bed,  that  had  been  the 
only  and  the  fole  caufe  of  thus  protracting  his  wed- 
ding-day. This  is  certainly  a  mod  Angular  inftance 
pf  the  hypochondrical  affection,  and  of  its  derange- 
ment of  the  nervous  fyftem.  The  debility  induced 
by  it  feems  to  arifc  from  the  weaker  energy  of  the 

brain, 


122 


MEDICAL  MIRROR. 


brain,  the  fault  of  which,  however,  cannot  be  de- 
tected by  the  niceft  anatomift.  For  this  reafon,  we 
are  not  well  acquainted  how  fuch  defect  mould  be 
reftored;  but  as  nature,  feemingly  for  this  purpofe, 
excites  the  motion  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  we 
mud  afcribe  the  continuance  of  fuch  debility  to 
the  too  weak  re-action  of  the  fanguiferous  fyftem. 
The  heart  will  generally  palpitate  from  a  violent 
excitement  of  the  nerves,  efpecially  when  the  blood 
is  endowed  with  too  fmall  a  mare  of  ftimulus. 
Hence  therefore,  palpitation  from  any  affection  of 
the  mind,  and  from  hyfterics  in  women.  Under 
whatever  circumftances  this  hypochondrical  affec- 
tion happens,  it  debilitates  the  whole  animal  ma- 
chine, and  renders  the  perfon  unable  to  perform 
the  proper  offices  of  life.  The  proftration  of  fpi- 
rits,  added  to  weaknefs  and  languor,  are  often  fur- 
prilingly  great,  though  the  pulfe  feem  tolerably 
ilrong,  as  being  heightened  by  animal  defire.  The 
effect,  however,  is  fure  to  produce  a  languid  circu- 
lation, the  blood  feeming  to  adhere,  with  uncom- 
mon energy,  about  the  region  of  the  heart.  I  fuf- 
pe£t  it  is  m  thefe  cafes  that  cantharides  are  moft 
frequently  ufed.  This  patient,  upon  interrogation 
acknowledged,  indeed,  after  fome  hefitation,  that 
he  had  tried  them ;  but  they  only  produced  an  in- 
voluntary, though  violent  erection,  by  no  means 
adapted  to  the  cure,  nor  to  the  purpofe  he  intended. 
Hence  this  remedy  is  not  only  inadequate,  but 
muft  prove  extremely  dangerous  ;  for  it  too  much 
exhaufts  the  vital  powers,  and  is  followed  by  a  vaft 
dejection  of  fpirits,  tremors,  ftartings  of  the  ten- 
dons, &c.  which  bring  on  rigours,  cold  clammy 
fweats,  fyncope,  and  ultimately  premature  death. 

The  means,  therefore,  which  nature  points  out 
for  the  cure  of  this  fpecies  of  debility,  are  directed 
to  fupport  and  increafe  the  action  of  the  blood 
through  the  heart  and  arteries ;  and  the  remedies  to 
be  employed  arc  tonics  and  flimulants.  Of  all  the 
Simulants,  which  in  this  confHtutional  defect,  may 
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be  advantageoufly  employed,  real  port  wine  leems 
to  be  the  raoft  eligible.    It  has  the  advantage  of* 
being  grateful  to  the  palate  and  ftomach,  and  of 
having  its  ftimulant  parts  fo  much  diluted,  that  it 
can  be  conveniently  given  at  all  times  and  feafons, 
and  may  be  employed  with  fufficient  caution  j  but 
it  is  of  little  fervice  unlefs  taken  pretty  largely. — ■ 
It  may  be  fufpecled  that  wine  has  an  operation  ana- 
logous to  that  of  opium;  and  on  good  grounds: 
But  we  can  diftinctly  mark  its  ftimulant  power 
only  ;  which  renders  its  effe6ts  in  the  phrenitic  deli- 
rium manifefrly  hurtful ;  in  cafes  of  debility,  howe- 
ver, remarkably  ufeful. — Hence  I  directed  the  Solar 
Tincture  to  be  taken  morning,  noon,  and  night,  in 
ftrong  dofes,  for  the  firft  month ;  once  a  day,  or 
oftener,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  patient,  until  the 
end  of  the  third  month,  and  my  cooling  and  cleanf- 
ing  Powders  twice  a  week ;  but  to  drink  every  day 
after  dinner,  a  pint  of  generous  port ;  and  to  in-? 
form  me  at  intervals  of  the  change  he  might  find 
in  his  conftitution.  He  took  with'him  a  dozen  large 
bottles  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  and  before  a  month 
elapfed,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  receiving  an  epiftle 
of  unfeigned  thanks.    He  found  himfelf  fo  much 
reftored  by  the  courfe  I  laid  him  under,  that,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months,  he  married  the 
hdy  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  he  has  fince  had 
iffue. — I  have  been  fomewhat  more  elaborate  in 
defcribing  the  particulars  of  this  cafe,  having  rea- 
fun  to  believe  it  is  not  an  uncommon  malady,  and 
would  therefore  wifh  to  enable  every  patient  to 
become  as  much  as  poffible  a  judge  of  his  own 
infirmity. 

NOCTURNAL  EMISSIONS,  OR   INCONTINENCE'  OF1 
-  THE  SEMEN. 

A  young  mari  of  robuft  mak?,  and  in  the 
prime  of  life,  being  under  twenty-fix  years  of  age, 
applied  to  me  for  relief  in  the  above  unfortunate 

Q  complaint. 
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complaint.    It  appeared,  that,  from  the  time  of 
puberty,  he  had  found  a  weaknefs  in  the  part,  and 
an  occafional  difcharge  of  the  feed,  upon  the  flight- 
eft  irritation.    As  he  grew  up  to  greater  maturity, 
the  malady  increafed  upon  him.    Upon  every  at- 
tempt to  have  contact  with  a  female,  the  femcn 
paffed  involuntarily  from  him,  before  even  a  com- 
plete erection  could  take  place,  whereby  his  pur- 
pofe  was  continually  defeated.    This  defect  grew 
upon  him,  until  the  bare  fight  or  thought  of  any 
thing  which  tended  to  excite  venereal  defires 
brought  away  the  feed ;  yet  it  had  no  affinity  what- 
ever to  a  gleet,  becaufe  the  emiflion  never  occurred 
but  either  in  the  attempt,  or  in  the  defire,  of  copu- 
lation; or  under  the  influence  of  lafcivious  dreams. 
In  proportion  as  this  weaknefs  grew  upon  him,  his 
defire  of  familiarity  with  the  fex  became  the 
ftronger;  and,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  was  the 
principal  reafon  of  the  increafe  of  the  malady,  and 
of  the  nocturnal  emiflions,  which  happened  more 
or  lefs  every  time  he  went  to  fleep.    This  incefiant 
difcharge  had  reduced  him  to  a  meagre  vifage,  fal- 
low complexion,  hollow  eyes,  depreflion  of  fpirits, 
and  flow  fever;  and  a  violent  tabes  would  foon 
have  followed.    I  directed  the  Solar  Tincture  every 
morning  at  fun-rifing,  at  mid-day,  and  at  fix  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  the  quantity  of  a  wine-glafs 
full,  with  one  third  of  cold  water;  and  every  night 
at  going  to  bed,  twenty  drops  of  liquid  laudanum, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  his  fleep  too  ftrong  to  be 
afte.cted  by  the  influence  of  dreams.    This  courfe, 
aflifted  by  a  ftrengthening  regimen  of  calf's-foot 
jelly,  veal-broth,  and  ftrong  port-wine  negus,  had 
very  quickly  the  defired  effect.    His  fleep  was  per- 
fectly found  and  calm,  and,  after  the  third  night, 
he  could  not  recollect  the  return  of  any  nocturnal 
emiflion.    The  ftrengthening  ointment,  directed  in 
page  240  of  my  Family  Phyficiarf,  was  ufed  every 
other  morning  ;  and,  within  the  fpace  of  only  two 
months,  the  feminal  yeflels  were  completely  braced 
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up,  and  the  diforder  fo  totally  removed,  as  not  to 
leave  a  fingle  fymptom  of  his  former  vveaknefs. 

ONANISM. 

A  youth,  apparently  under  age,  applied  to  me 
for  the  cure  of  a  diforder,  which,  he  faid,  had  de- 
prived him  of  the  power  of  ere&ion,  and  of  all 
fenfation  in  the  privities.  In  fo  young  a  fubjecl:, 
I  could  not  fuppofe  this  want  of  tone  arofe  from  a 
general  debility  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  particularly 
as  no  other  fyftems  warranted  fuch  a  conclusion. 
I  had  a  ftrong  fufpicion  it  was  the  erfecl:  of  Ona- 
nifm,  or  fecret  venery,  which  ufually  ends  in  this 
fpecies  of  abfolute  impotency  ;  but  this  he  denied. 
He  told  me  he  had  fome  time  ago  contra&ed  the 
foul  diftemper,  and  through  fhame,  and  the  dread 
of  its  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  his  parents,  he 
had  neglected  to  difclofe  his  misfortune  to  any  per- 
fon,  until  the  prefent  malady  was  brought  on.  Of 
the  foul  diftemper,  however,  I  could  find  no  other 
fymptom  than  a  fimple  gleet ;  and,  upon  putting 
the  neceflary  queftions,  not  a  fingle  reply  corres- 
ponded with  the  ufual  effecls  of  that  diforder. 
After  half  an  hour's  clofe  examination,  I  brought 
him  to  confefs  what  I  above  fufpe6lcd,  that  he  had 
•fo  much  addicted  himfelf  to  this  (hameful  and  de- 
ftru£tive  vice,  that  the  feminal  velfels  were  com- 
pletely relaxed  j  the  ere£tories,  the  nerves,  and 
glands  of  the  penis,  had  entirely  loft  their  tone  ;  an 
involuntary  difcharge  of  the  femen,  without  irrita- 
tion, or  turgidity  of  the  parts,  had  long  taken  place, 
and  brought  on  a  want  of  appetite,  an  impoverished 
ftate  of  the  blood,  and  an  univerfal  laffitude  of  the 
body.  The  lecture  I  gave  him  upon  this  occafion, 
will  never,  I  truft,  be  effaced  from  his  memory  j 
and  he  has  fince  faithfully  promifed  that  it  fiiall  not. 
I  directed  the  ftrengthening  electuary  and  ointment, 
in  page  239  ancl  240  of  my  Family  Phyfician,  to 
be  uled  as  therein  prefcribed ;  then  to  take,  four 
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times  a  day,  a  table-fpoonful  of  the  Solar  Tincture 
jn  an  equal  quantity  of  warm  water,  for  a  month  at 
leaft ;  then  three  times  a  day  for  the  fecond  month, 
and  twice  a  day,  in  cold,  fpring-water,  for  the  two 
months  following ;  which  gradually  coiled  up  the 
debilitated  parts,  gave  elafticity  to  the  blood,  re- 
trieved the  fenfation  of  the  glands,  and  the  fympa- 
thetic  office  of  the  erettories,  braced  the  nerves, 
ligaments,  and  tendons,  and  gave  that  due  tone  and 
energy  to  the  mufcular  fyrtem,  which  in  lefs  than 
four  months  reftored  t.he  patient  to  perfect  health 
and  vjgour. 

AN   IMPURE   OR   TAINTED  HABIT. 

This  malady,  fo  common  among  our  diffipated 
youth,  generally  arifes  from  a  venereal  complaint 
badly  cured.    Indeed  the  fcrophula,  the  king's 
evil,  the  lcprofy,  and  other  fouj  humours,  when  too 
long  fuffered  to  prey  upon  the  blood,  will  naturally 
induce  this  confequence;  yet  ninety-nine  cafes  out 
of  every  hundred,  are  found  to  refult  from  the  im- 
proper ufe  of  mercury,  either  taken  too  abundantly 
jnto  the  flomach,  or  too  often  applied  externally,  in 
the  venereal  difeafe.    A  gentleman  in  the  militia 
very  lately  came  to  me  under  this  misfortune,  who 
had  abfoIuteJy  worn  down  the  organs  of  his  fto- 
mach  by  taking  medicines  for  its  cure,  without  ob- 
taining the  fmallefi:  relief.    He  was  no  fooner  warm 
in  bed,  than  deep-feated  nocturnal  pains  attacked 
his  arms,  fhins,  and  head,  which  many  of  the  fa* 
culty  miftook  for  rheumatifm.    The  membranes, 
mufcles,  and  ligaments  of  the  joints,  were  fcarcely 
ever  free  from  pain  j  whilft  carious  ulcers  occa- 
fionally  broke  out  upon  the  ulna,  tibia,  and  bones 
pf  the  cranium.   Thefe  fymptoms  had  alfo  deceived 
feveral  of  the  faculty,  who,  taking  his  complaint  to 
be  a  confirmed  lues,  ftill  added  to  the  malady,  by 
loading  him  with  frefh  dofes  of  mercury.  The 
truth  is,  th^t  this  diforder  was  by  no  means  of  a 
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venereal  nature,  but  was  rather  the  confequence  of 
the  remedy  than  of  the  difeafe,  fince  it  arofe  entirely 
from  the  long  and  repeated  dofes  of  mercury  his 
body  had  fuftained,  and  which  was  grounded  in 
his  habit  by  falivation.  The  mercury  had  infinuated 
itfelf  into  the  mar-row  of  his  bones,  had  vitiated 
every  fluid  fecretion,  and  tainted  the  very  air  he 
breathed.    Under  fuch  circumftances  I  will  allow, 
it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  almoft  impoilible,  for  a 
phyfician,  upon  a  fuperficial  infpe&ion,  abfolutely 
to  decide,  whether  the  original  difeafe  hath  been 
altogether  overcome  ;  yet  furely  he  ought  atten- 
tively to  diftinguifh  and  confider  the  fevera]  fymp- 
toms  apart ;  and  then,  by  comparing  them  with 
each  other,  a  clear  judgment  may  be  formed  upon 
the  general  retrofpect.    Finding,  by  this  method, 
the  real  ftate  of  the  patient's  cafe,  I  ordered  him  a 
nouriihing  diet,  gentle  exercife,  and  an  abfolute 
denial  of  the  leaft  intercourfe  with  women.  To 
this  he  readily  fubmitted,  putting  himfelf  under  a 
regular  courfe  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  which  he  took 
three  times  a  day,  in  the  quantity  of  a  wine"glafs 
three  parts  full,  filled  up  with  cold  water,  for  the 
firft  month.    At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
paid  me  a  vifit,  when  his  company  was  infinitely 
more  agreeable,  becaufe  the  pleafing  afpetl  of  health 
had  fuperfeded  the  naufeous  effluvia  of  his  difeafe. 
I  now  only  enjoined  him  to  follow  the  fame  regi- 
men  and  abftemious  mode  of  living  for  a  month  or 
two  longer,  taking  the  Tincture  diluted  in  a  glafs 
of  cold  fpring  water  once  or  twice  a  day,  as  he 
might  find  himfelf  inclined.    This  he  rigidly  at- 
tended to  ;  and  I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  declare, 
that  only  nine  large  bottles  of  the'  Solar  Tinc- 
ture have  reftored  this  gentleman  from  the  moll 
dangerous  and  deplorable  ftate  of  a  tainted  and 
corrupted  habit,  to  found  health,  and  a  renovated 
ftate  of  the  blood  and  juices, 
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A  TAINTED  HABIT  IN  A  STATE  OF  PREGNANCY. 

This  is  the  mod  fhocking  cafe  my  practice  or  ex- 
perience ever  produced.  The  patient  was  taken 
in  labour,  and  in  the  act  of  parturition  the  child 
prefented  its  right  arm,  which  feparated  from  the 
body  while  the  operator  was  returning  it  into  the 
womb.  The  life  of  the  mother  being  defpaired  of, 
I  was  fent  for ;  when,  on  infpection,  I  quickly  per- 
ceived conception  had  taken  place  under  an  in- 
fected Mate  of  one  of  the  parents.  I  performed 
the  refidue  of  the  operation  myfelf,  and  brought 
away  the  foetus  without  a  farther  feparation  of  the 
joints,  but  with  great  difficulty,  fince  it  was  ulcer- 
ated and  half  rotten  with  difeafe.  13y  a  moft  ten- 
der and  judicious  treatment  of  the  woman,  affifted 
by  the  Lunar  Tincture,  her  life  was  preferved ;  and 
in  the  fpace  of  five  weeks  fhe  appeared  to  have  re- 
gained her  health  and  ftrength;  when,  to  the 
aftonifhment  of  every  one,  flie  fell  into  a  violent 
falivation.  Being  fent  for  upon  this  lingular  occa- 
fion,  I  thought  it  right  to  interrogate  the  hufband ; 
when,  after  a  vaft  deal  of  hefitation  and  diffem- 
bling,  he  confefled  having  had  connection  with  his 
wife  under  a  venereal  infection ;  and  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  confequences,  he  had  prevailed  on 
her  to  fwallow  ftrong  dofes  of  mercury,  which  I 
have  reafon  to  fuppofe  lay  dormant  in  the  body 
until  after  her  delivery ;  when  the  efforts  of  nature 
being  no  longer  directed  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
child,  fuffered  the  mercury  to  attack  the  falival 
glands,  and  to  produce  the  effect  we  have  juft  de- 
scribed. I  ordered  her  a  fpare  but  nourifhing  diet ; 
worked  off  the  mercury  in  the  cuftomary  way,  and 
then  began  a  courfe  of  the  Solar  Tincture.  A  table- 
fpoonful,  in  an  equal  quantity  of  warm  water,  was 
taken  four  times  a  day  for  the  firft  week ;  then  three 
times  a  day  until  the  end  of  the  month ;  afterwards 
twice  a  day,  or  every  other  day,  as  the  patient 
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found  convenient  ;  by  this  means  (he  happily  ex- 
perienced a  complete  cure  in  lefs  than  three 
months,  and  now  enjoys  a  perfect  ftate  of  health, 
defirous  of  certifying  the  fa£r.  to  any  unfortunate 
female,  who,  under  fimilar  circumftances,  wiihes  to 
call  upon  me  for  that  purpofe.  Indeed  every  wo- 
man, who  has  the  misfortune  to  fufpecl  even  the 
fmaileft  taint  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  be  lurking  in 
her  blood,  fliould  put  herfelf  under  a  courfe  of  the 
Solar  Tin&ure,  and  perlift  in  it  every  night  and 
morning,  in  the  quantity  of  a  table-fpoonful  diluted 
in  a  wine-glafs  of  cold  fpring  water,  during  the 
whole  nine  months  ftate  of  pregnancy. 

The  above  cafe  brings  to  my  recollection  a  very 
fingular  inftance  of  an  accidental  falivation,  brought 
upon  a  young  lady  by  a  foreign  fubftance  irritating 
one  of  the  parotid  glands;  the  particulars  of  which 
I  fiiall  here  infert  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  may 
happen  to  be  under  fimilar  circumftances.  In  the 
month  of  April  1751,  a  young  lady  about  the  age 
of  lixteen  years,  of  a  delicate  habit,  but  fubjec~t  to 
no  particular  complaints,  perceived  the  beginning 
of  a  difeafe  which  afterwards  proved  moft  obftinate 
and  loafhfome,  viz.  an  inceffant  fpitting.  The  quan- 
tity of  this  difcharge  was  different  at  contrary  times.* 
varying  from  one  pint  to  two  pints  and  an  half  in 
twenty-four  hours.  As  to  its  quality,  it  feemed  to 
be  no  other  than  the  ordinary  fecretion  of  the  falival 
glands. 

By  fo  large  and  conftant  an  evacuation,  her  ftrength 
became  extremely  impaired,  and  the  moft  effica- 
cious medicines  had  proved  ufelefs.  She  had  taken 
large  quantities  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  both  alone 
and  combined  with  preparations  of  iron :  and  af- 
terwards the  fetid  gums,  opium,  amber,  alum,  and 
the  Neville  Holt-water,  had  in  fucceffion  been 
given  her.  In  the  mean  time  an  exaft  regimen  had 
been  prefcribed :  fhe  had  been  ordered  to  ride  con- 
ftantly;  and  to  confine  herfelf  to  a  mucilaginous 
diet,fuch  as  veal,  calves'  feet,  &c.  Likewife  a  gently- 
opening 
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opening  medicine  had  now  and  then  been  interpofed 
unaltered.  The  difeafe  ftill  continued;  flie  had 
afterwards  tried  the  tinclura  Saturina  ;  and  had,  at 
the  fame  time,  been  encouraged  to  chew  the  Peru- 
vian bark,  and  to  fwallow  the  faliva.  But  all  thefe 
attempts  were  vain  ;  and  after  flie  had  taken  fome 
or  other  of  the  medicines  above-mentioned  until 
the  end  of  September,  1753,  namely,  above  two 
years,  it  appeared  to  her  phyfician,  Sir  George 
Baker,  unreafonable  to  expect  relief  in  fuch  a  cafe 
from  any  internal  medicines  whatever.  He  now 
conceived  a  fufpicion,  that  fome  extraneous  body, 
having  accidentally  found  its  way  into  the  meatus 
auditorius,  might  poflibly  be  the  caufe  of  this  ex- 
traordinary fecretion,  by  keeping  up  a  continued 
irritation  in  the  parotid  glands.  With  this  view  he 
examined  her  cars,  and  extracted  from  them  a 
quantity  of  fetid  wool.  How,  or  when,  it  came 
thither,  no  account  could  be  given.  To  this  fub- 
ftance  he  attributed  the  beginning  of  the  falivation, 
notwithftanding  that  the  difeafe  did  not  immedi- 
ately abate  on  the  removal  of  the  wool ;  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  no  improbable  fuppofition  that  the 
difcharge  might  be  continued  by  the  force  of  habit, 
though  the  original  caufe  no  longer  remained.  It 
feemed  therefore  expedient  to  introduce  fome  other 
habit,  in  the  place  of  the  increafed  fecretion  of 
faliva ;  which  habit  might  afterwards  be  gradually 
left  off.  With  this  intention,  he  prevailed  on  the 
patient  to  chew  perpetually  a  little  dry  bread,  and 
to  fwallow  it  with  her  fpittle.  In  a  few  weeks,  it 
became  neceffary  for  her  to  chew  the  bread  only  at 
certain  hours  in  the  day ;  and  thus,  after  two 
months,  flie  became  entirely  free  from  a  mod  dif- 
guftful  and  tedious  diforder. — It  is  worthy  of  ob- 
servation, that,  at  firft,  the  fwallowing  of  fo  much 
faliva  frequently  occafioned  a  naufea ;  and  that 
then,  for  a  few  hours,  flie  was  obliged  to  fpit  it  out 
as  ufual ;  and  that,  during  the  greateft  part  of  the 
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time  when  fhe  chewed  the  bread,  fhe  had  a  ftool  of 
two  every  day  more  than  common. 

TABES  DORSALIS,  OR   CONSUMPTION    OF  THE 

BACK, 

A  young  gentleman,  twenty-two  years  of  age^ 
applied  to  me  in  the  above  diforder,  which  had 
worn  him  down  to  a  mere  fkeleton.  The  tabes  is 
feldom  diftinguifhed  by  any  remarkable  fever, 
cough,  or  difficulty  of  breathing;  but  is  attended 
with  want  of  appetite,  a  weak  digeftion,  aild  a 
morbid  ftate  of  the  blood,  whence  the  body  grows 
languid,  and  wanes  by  degrees.  Sometimes  this 
fpecies  of  confumption  is  brought  on  by  a  venereal 
ulcer;  but  it  molt  commonly  proceeds  from  excefc 
five  evacuations  of  the  femen,  which  was  the  cafe 
with  this  patient.  He  had  too  early  addicted  him- 
felf  to  an  intercourfe  with  lewd  women,  and  even- 
tually brought  on  an  involuntary  fliedding  of  the 
feed,  which  came  from  him  on  the  leaft  exertion, 
whether  of  walking,  riding,  lifting  a  .weight,  or 
even  of  pulling  off  his  clothes.  I  ordered  him  a 
ltrong  nutritious  diet,  with  a  table-fpoonful  of  the 
Solar  Tincture  four  times  a  day,  in  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  warm  water,  which  he  purfued  for  a  month, 
He  found  his  ftrcngth  fo  much  recovered,  that  I 
could  fafely  advife  moderate  exercife  both  on 
horfeback  and  on  foot.  The  gleet,  however,  was 
uncommonly  obftinate;  and  the  Tincture  was  con- 
tinued for  the  fecond  month  in  the  fame  quantity. 
By  this  time  the  parts  were  confiderably  braced} 
he  could  run  or  jump  without  perceiving  the 
fmalleft  emilTion ;  and  the  healthful  colour  of  his 
cheeks  began  to  return.— He  now  perlifted  in  the 
Tin&ure,  only  three  times  a  day,  for  a  month 
longer ;  after  which  the  dofe  was  reduced  to  night 
and  morning  for  another  month;  he  then  took  it 
twice  a  day  for  two  months  more,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  every  fymptom  of  the  complaint  was 
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removed,  he  had  fully  recovered  his  flefh  and 
ftrength,  and  now  preferves  it  by  taking  the  Solar 
Tin£ture  as  a  beverage,  made  after  the  manner  of 
brandy  and  water.  This  difordcr  has  in  general 
been  deemed  incurable.  It  is  true,  that,  even  in 
its  early  attacks,  it  is  fo  efTentiaHy  ncceffary  to  ab- 
ftain  from  venereal  embraces,  that  without  it,  the 
heft  remedies  will  prove  altogether  ufelefs ;  hence 
the  Tabes  Dorfalis  fo  often  proves  mortal,  becaufc 
the  patient  has  feldom  refolution  enough  to  dif- 
penfe  with  his  amours. 

RHEUMATIC  GOUT. 

This  difeafe  is  generally  brought  on  by  alternate 
heats  and  colds  in  the  blood,  whereby  a  humour  is 
produced  which  attacks  the  joints  and  mufcles, 
fometimes  accompanied  with  difcolourations  and 
fwellings,  and  at  other  times  without  either;  but  it 
is  always  attended  with  excruciating  pain.  Mr. 
John  Brandham,  of  Bridlington  Quay,  was  attacked 
in  this  manner;  when,  after  fome  time,  the  fevere 
pain  of  his  joints,  falling  into  his  legs  and  thighs, 
deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  confined 
him  entirely  to  his  bed.  He  was  foon  feized  with 
a  violent  pain  in  his  head  and  ftomach,  which 
fo  much  affe&ed  his  refpiration,  that  inftant  death 
was  expected.  In  this  extremity,  half  a  wine-glafs 
of  the  Solar  Tincture  was  adminiftered,  undiluted., 
which  removed  the  danger,  and  gave  his  ftomach 
immediate  eafe.  A  table-fpoonful,  in  the  fame 
quantity  of  warm  water,  was  then  given  every 
third  hour,  during  the  fucceeding  day  and  night, 
by  which  the  pains  were  confiderably  abated.  He 
continued  the  medicine  four  times  a  day  for  a 
month  longer;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
experienced  a  perfect  cure,  and  has  never  fince 
found  the  fmalleft  return  to  his  complaint;  of 
which  he  is  defirous  to  fatisfy  any  enquirer,  who 
choofes  to  apply  for  that  purpofe. 
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AGUES,    CONVULSIONS,   CHOLIC,  BLOODY-FLUX," 
AND  VIOLENT  SPASMS  IN  THE  STOMACH  AND 
BOWELS. 

During  the  fit,  let  one  or  two  table-fpoonfuls  of 
the  Solar  Tinclure,  undiluted,  be  adminiftered  fuc- 
ceflively,  as  the  extremity  of  the  cafe  may  require ; 
and  afterwards  let  the  patient  continue  the  medi- 
cine, night  and  morning,  in  the  quantity  of  a  ta- 
ble-fpoonful  in  a  wine-glafs  of  warm  water,  or 
oftener,  as  the  obftinacy  of  the  cafe  may  render 
necelfary,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time  a  perfect  cure 
will  be  experienced:  a  few  inftances  of  which  I 
mall  add,  in  the  words  of  thofe  who  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  me  the  facls; 

To  E.  SIBLY,  M.  D. 

SIR, 

A  few  nights  ago,  I  was  attacked  in  bed  with  a 
violent  pain  in  my  ftomach  and  bowels,  which  al- 
ternately produced  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  convulfive 
fpafms  and  cold  chills,  that  I  really  thought  I  was 
feized  for  death.    Fortunately  a  bottle  of  your  So- 
lar Tincture  was  in  the  houfe,  purchafed  the  day 
before  by  my  fon,  of  which  my  fervant  gave  me  a 
table-fpoonful  and  an  half  unmixed  with  water. 
The  inftant  effecr  it  had  on  my  ftomach  I  could 
only  compare  to  electricity ;  for  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  all  about  me,  the  fpafms  inftantly  ceafed,  a  gen- 
tle perfpiration  came  on,  in  which  Hate  I  fell 
afleep,  and  did  not  awake  till  the  morning,  when  I 
found  myfelf  entirely  free  from  pain.    On  getting 
up,  I  took  a  fpoonful  more  of  the  Tinclure,  in  an 
equal  quantity  of  warm  water,  and  have  not  fince 
experienced  the  fmalleft  return  of  the  diforder. 
Requefting  you  will  make  this  known,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  others,  I  remain,  with  grateful  efteem,  &c. 

No.  2C,  P  hit  hot -lane,  ■.,   A  <  „ 

it,   1     I  a  [{  z?  l  M.Armstrong. 
lenchurcn-Jtrebt,  Feb.  12,  1794. 
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To  E.  SIB  L  Y,  M.  D. 

SIR, 

In  gratitude,  I  cannot  but  thank  you  for  that 
excellent  medicine,  the  Solar  Tincture.  It  has 
faved  my  life.  I  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent cholic,  which  brought  on  a  mortification  of 
the  bowels.  The  efforts  of  the  faculty  were  tried 
in  vain,  and  I  was  given  over.  In  thefe  moments 
of  extremity,  my  exiftence  was  preferved  by  only 
two  fpoonfuls  of  your  medicine,  undiluted,  which 
inftantly  relieved  me  from  the  rack  of  torture. 
After  two  more  dofes,  the  obftruclion  was  removed 
by  natural  evacuation,  and  a  few  hours  reftored 
me  to  my  ufual  ftate  of  good  health.  I  entreat 
you  to  publifh  this  for  the  public  good,  and  fhall  be 
ever  gratefully  your's, 

Clifton,  near  Brifiol,  John  Powell, 

March  24,  1794. 

To  E.  SIBLY,  M.  D. 

SIR, 

Actuated  by  a  principle  of  gratitude,  I  cannot 
omit  acquainting  you  of  an  extraordinary  cure  per- 
formed on  me  by  means  of  your  Solar  Tincture. 
I  had  for  fome  time  been  afflicted  with  the  dyfen- 
tery  or  bloody  Mux,  and  was  reduced  to  a  very 
weak  and  languid  ftate,  without  deriving  any  be- 
nefit from  the  prefcriptions  of  the  faculty.  This 
induced  me  to  make  trial  of  your  Solar  Tincture ; 
when,  after  taking  only  two  fmall  bottles,  I  found 
myfelf  perfectly  recovered ;  therefore,  by  publish- 
ing this  to  the  world,  you  will  confer  a  favour  on 
your  grateful,  &c, 

No.  8 ,  Windmill-fir eet,  WilliamJackson, 
Tottenham-court  Road,  May  15,  1794. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST  AND  LUNGS,  ASTHMA, 
DROPSY,  OR  CONSUMPTION. 

Take  one  fpobnful  of  the  Tincture,  night  and 
morning,  for  twenty  days  fucceflively,  diluted  in 
two  fpoonfuls  of  cold  fpring  water;  then  reduce 
it  to  the  fame  dofe  every  other  day,  which  will  in 
general  remove  the  malady  in  the  courfe  of  a 
month ;  but  if  the  dropfy  or  confumption  has 
been  far  advanced,  it  will  be  necelfary  to  continue 
the  medicine  for  one,  two,  or  even  three  months 
longer,  reducing  the  number  of  dofes  in  proportion 
as  health  and  ftrength  appear  to  return,  and  as  the 
blood  mall  have  refumed  its  proper  confiftency  by 
a  brifker  circulation.  In  thefe  complaints,  it  will 
not  be  amifs  to  take  the  Tincture  in  a  tumbler  of 
warm  water,  as  a  beverage,  for  fome  time  after  the 
cure  is  perfected,  as  it  will  infallibly  prevent  the 
blood  from  returning  to  its  watery  and  impo- 
verifhed  ftate,  and  will  rarefy  and  expel  the  vifcid 
cohefions  in  the  pulmonary  veffels.  In  thefe  difor- 
ders,  jhe  Solar  Tincture  may  be  fafely  adminiftered 
to  females  even  during  obftructions  of  the  catame- 
nia,  as  hath  lately  been  experienced  by  perfecting 
an  admirable  cure  on  a  lady  in  Grafton-ftreet,  Fitz- 
roy-fquare. 

This  lady  was  afflicted  with  obftructions  of  the 
liver  and  fpleen,  infomuch  that  flie  could  not  walk 
up  one  pair  of  flairs  without  much  pain,  and  fhort- 
nefs  of  breath.  Her  menfes  were  obftrucled;  and 
twice  or  thrice  a  day  fhe  was  attacked  with  afih- 
matic  fpafms,  accompanied  with  febrile  fymptoms. 
This  affliction  being  of  a  peculiar  nature,  I  was 
obliged  to  prefcribe  both  the  Solar  and  Lunar 
Tinctures,  in  the  following  manner.  Whenever 
the  fever  came  on,  fhe  took  a  dofe  of  the  Solar 
Tincture;  and,  every  morning  and  evening,  fixty 
drops  of  the  Lunar  Tincture  in  a  gill  of  mugwort- 
tea;  in  twenty-one  days  fhe  was  perfectly  reco- 
vered, 
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vered,  and  reftored  to  her  ufual  colour  and  vivacity, 
to'the  great  joy  of  her  parents  and  friends. 

MENTAL  DEPRESSION,  OR  LOWNESS  OF  SPIRITS. 

This  may  be  confidered  the  primary  diforder  of 
the  nervous  train ;  and,  if  refifted  in  time,  may  in 
moft  cafes  be  eafily  cured.  For  this  purpofc  take 
a  table-fpoonful  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  diluted  in  a 
wine-glafs  of  cold  fpring  water,  every  forenoon  at 
eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  for  fourteen  fucceilive 
days ;  then  ufe  it  every  two  or  three  days  for  a 
month ;  and  the  complaint  will  be  entirely  removed, 
as  all  patients  will  fenfibly  feel,  by  their  alertnefs, 
activity  and  unufualflow  of  natural  fpirits ;  of  which 
the  following  cafe  may  ferve  as  an  example : 

To  E.  SIBLY.  M.  D. 

SIR, 

From  a  full  conviction  of  the  efficacy  of  your 
Solar  Tincture,  I  cheerfully  come  forward  to  in- 
form you,  that  having  been  much  afflicted  with- 
depreflion  of  fpirits,  a  nervous  tremor,  and  palpi- 
tation of  the  heart,  (owing,  I  believe,  to  clofe  ap- 
plication to  ftudy,  and  much  profeflional  duty,)  I 
have  lately  experienced  a  perfect  cure,  by  taking 
one  large  bottle  of  your  medicine.  Impreffed, 
therefore,  with  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  God  and 
you,  and  having  a  certain  knowledge  of  many 
other  cures  performed  by  your  Tinfture,  I  do 
hereby  requeft  this  may  be  made  public  for  the 
benefit  of  the  afflicted,  and  am  with  efteem,  &c. 

Borough,  Southward         w  WoOL         M  A. 
May  10,  1794. 

.BILE   ON  THE  STOMACH. 

All  bilious  complaints  are  removed  by  the  Solar 
Tincture  in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner.  When- 
ever a  fit  appears  to  be  coming  on,  with  the  fto- 

mach 
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mach  loaded  and  oppreffed,  one  large  table-fpoon- 
ful,  taken  in  the  fame  quantity  of  warm  water, 
will  in  ten  minutes  carry  off  the  offending  matter, 
cleanfe  and  comfort  the  digeftive  organs,  and  give 
the  patient  immediate  relief. 

BITE    OF    A    MAD   DOG,  OR    ANY  VENEMOUS 
REPTILE. 

The  fatal  difeafe  confequent  on  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog,  is  denominated  Hydrophobia,  or  dread  of 
water;  which  circumftance  firlt  fuggefted  dipping 
in  the  fea  for  the  cure,  by  antipathy.  It  is  very 
remarkable  that  thefe  patients  have  not  only  a 
dread  of  water,  but  of  every  thing  bright  or  tranf- 
parent.  Soon  after  this  affection  takes  place,  the 
mind  becomes  impaired ;  which  fhews  that  the 
poifon  is  carried  through  the  blood  to  the  nervous 
fluid,  and  thence  to  the  brain.  Dr.  James,  in  his 
Treatife  on  Canine  Madnefs,  mentions  a  boy  fent 
out  to  fill  two  bottles  with  water,  who  was  fo  terri- 
fied by  the  noife  of  the  liquid  running  into  them, 
that  he  fled  into  the  houfe  crying  out,  that  he  was 
bewitched.  He  mentions  alfo  the  cafe  of  a  far- 
mer, who,  going  to  draw  fome  ale  from  a  calk,  was 
terrified  to  fuch  a  degree  at  its  running  into  the 
vefTel,  that  he  ran  out  in  great hafte  with  the  fpigot. 
But,  in  whatever  manner  this  fymptom  comes  on, 
it  is  certain  that  the  moft  painful  fenfations  accom- 
pany every  attempt  to  fwallow  liquids.  Nay,  the 
bare  fight  of  water,  of  a  looking-glafs,  or  any  thing 
clear  or  pellucid,  will  give  the  utmofr.  uneafinefs, 
and  even  throw  the  patient  into  convulfions.  In 
this  difeafe  there  feems  to  be  an  extreme  fenfibility 
and  irritability  of  the  nervous  fyftem.  The  eyes 
cannot  bear  the  light,  or  the  fight  of  any  thing 
white  ;  the  leaft  touch  or  motion  offends  them,  and 
they  want  to  be  kept  as  quiet  and  in  as  dark  a 
place  as  poffible.  Some  complain  of  the  coldnefs* 
of  the  air,  frequently  when  it  is  really  warm. 

Others 
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Others  complain  of  violent  heat,  and  have  a  great 
defire  for  cold  air,  which  yet  never  fails  to  incrcafe 
the  fymptoms.    In  all  there  is  a  great  flow  of  the 
faliva  into  the  mouth,  which  is  exceedingly  trou- 
blefome  to  the  patients,  as  it  has  the  fame  effect 
upon  their  fauces  that  other  liquids  have.  This 
therefore  they  perpetually  blow  off  with  violence, 
which  in  a  patient  of  Dr.  Fothergill's  oceafioned  a 
noife  not  unlike  the  hollow  barking  of  a  dog,  and 
which  he  conjectures  might  have  given  rife  to  the 
common  notion  that  hydrophobious  patients  bark 
like  dogs.    They  have  an  infatiable  third  ;  but  are 
unable  to  get  down  any  drink,  except  with  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty ;  though  fometimes  they  can  fwallow 
bread  foaked  in  liquids,  flices  of  oranges,  or  other 
fruits.    There  is  a  pain  under  the  J'crobkulus  cordis, 
as  in  the  tetanus;  and  the  patients  mournfully 
point  to  that  place  as  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  Dr. 
Vaughan  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  this  pain,  rather 
than  any  difficulty  in  fwallowing,  which  diftreffes 
the  patient  on  every  attempt  to  drink.    The  voice 
is  commonly  plaintive    and  mournful ;   but  Dr. 
Vaughan  tells  us  there  is  a  mixture  of  fiercenefs 
and  timidity  in  the  countenance  which  he  cannot 
defcribe,  but  by  which  he  could  know  a  hydropho- 
bious perfon  without  afking  any  queftions.  Some 
feem  to  have  at  times  a  furious  delirium,  and  an  in- 
clination to  fpit  at  or  bite  the  by-ftanders  while 
others  (hew  no  fuch  inclination,  but  will  even  fuffer 
people  to  wipe  the  infide  of  their  mouths  with  the 
corner  of  a  handkerchief,  in  order  to  clear  away  . 
the  vifcid  faliva,  which  is  ready  to  fuffocate  them. 
In  fome  male  patients  there  is  an  involuntary  erec- 
tion of  the  penis,  and  emiflion  of  the  femen  ;  and 
the  urine  is  forced  away  by  the  frequent  return  of 
the  fpafms. 

In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Wolf  of  Warfaw,  to  Henry 
Baker,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  dated  Warfaw,  September  26, 
1767,  we  have  the  following  melancholy  account  of 
the  cafes  of  five  perfons  who  died  of  the  hydropho- 
bia.: 
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bia: — None  of  them  quite  loft  their  fenfes;  but 
they  were  all  talking  without  intermiflion,  praying, 
lamenting,  defpairing,  curfing,  fighing  fpitting  a 
frothy  faliva,  fcreeching,  fometimes  belching,  and 
retching,  but  rarely  vomiting.  Every  member  is 
convulfed  by  fits,  but  mod  violently  from  the  navel 
up  to  the  breaft  and  oefophagus.  The  fit  comes 
on  every  quarter  of  an  hour;  the  fauces  are  not 
red,  nor  the  tongue  dry.  The  pulfe  is  not  at  all 
feverifh;  and  when  the  fit  is  over  nearly  like  a 
found  pulfe.  The  face  grows  pale,  then  brown, 
and  during  the  fit  almoft  black;  the  lips  livid;  the 
head  is  drowfy,  and  the  ears  tingling ;  the  urine 
limpid.  At  laft  they  grow  weary ;  the  fits  are  lefs 
violent,  and  ceafe  towards  the  end;  the  pulfe  be- 
comes weak,  intermittent,  and  not  very  quick ; 
they  fweat,  and  at  laft  the  whole  body  becomes 
cold.  They  compofe  themfelves  quietly  as  if  to 
get  fleep,  and  fo  they  expire.  A  general  obferva- 
tion  was,  that  the  lint  and  dreffings  of  the  wounds, 
even  when  dry,  were  always  black,  and  that  when 
the  pus  was  very  good  in  colour  and  appearance. 
In  one  of  Dr.  Wolf's  patients  who  recovered,  the 
blood  ftank  intolerably  as  it  was  drawn  from  a 
vein;  and  one  of  Dr.  Vaughan's  patients  com- 
plained of  an  intolerable  foetid  fmell  proceeding 
from  the  wounded  part,  though  nobody  but  him- 
felf  could  perceive  it.  In  general,  the  violent  con- 
vulfions  ceafe  a  fhort  time  before  death ;  and  even 
the  hydrophobia  goes  off,  fo  that  the  patients  can 
drink  freely.  But  this  does  not  always  happen  j 
for  Dr.  Vaughan  mentions  the  cafe  of  a  patient, 
in  whom,  "  when  he  had  in  appearance  ceafed  to 
breathe,  the  fpafmus  cynicus  was  obfervable,  with 
an  odd  convulfive  motion  in  the  mufcles  of  the 
face ;  and  the  ftrange  contrariety  which  took  place 
in  the  action  of  thefe  produced  the  raoft  horrid  af- 
femblagc  of  features  that  can  poflibly  be  conceived. 
Of  this  patient  alfo  it  was  remarkable,  that  in  the 
laft  hours  of  his  life  he  ceafed  to  call  for  drink, 
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which  had  been  his  conftant  requeft ;  but  was  per- 
petually afking  for  fome thing  to  eat." 

The  hydrophobia  feems  to  be  a  fymptom  pecu- 
liar to  the  human  race;  for  the  mad  animals  which 
communicate  the  infection  do  not  feem  to  have  any 
dread  of  water.  Notwithstanding  this,  dipping  is 
the  common  remedy  for  the  cure  of  dogs  and  men. 
With  regard  to  the  fymptoms  of  madnefs  in  dogs, 
they  are  very  equivocal ;  and  thofe  particularly 
enumerated  by  fome  authors,  are  only  fuch  as 
might  be  expected  in  dogs  much  heated  or  agitated 
by  being  violently  purfued  and  (truck.  One  fymp- 
tom indeed,  if  it  could  be  depended  upon,  would 
determine  the  matter;  namely,  that  all  other  dogs 
avoid  and  run  away  from  one  that  is  mad;  and 
even  large  dogs  will  not  attack  one  of  the  fmalleft 
fize  who  is  infected  with  this  difeafe.  Upon  this 
fuppofition  they  point  out  a  method  of  difcovering 
whether  a  dog  that  hath  been  killed  was  really 
mad  or  not ;  namely,  by  rubbing  a  piece  of  meat 
along  the  infide  of  his  mouth,  and  then  offering  it 
to  a  found  dog.  If  the  latter  eats  it,  it  is  a  fign  the 
dog  was  not  mad ;  but,  if  the  other  rejects  it  with 
a  kind  of  howling  noife,  it  is  certain  that  he  was. 
Dr.  James  tells  us,  that  among  dogs  the  difeafe  is 
infectious  by  flaying  in  the  fame  place  -P  and  that 
after  a  kennel  has  been  once  infected,  the  dogs  put 
into  it  will  be  for  a  confiderable  time  afterwards  in 
danger  of  going  mad  alfo.  A  remedy  for  this,  he 
fays  is,  to  keep  geefe  for  fome  time  in  the  kennel. 
He  rejects  as  falfe  the  opinion  that  dogs  when 
going  mad  will  not  bark ;  though  he  owns  that 
there  is  a  very  confiderable  change  in  their  bark, 
which  becomes  hoarfe  and  hollow. 

With  regard  to  the  immediate  caufe  among 
mankind,  there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt  that  the  hy 
drophobia  is  occafioned  by  the  faliva  of  the  mad 
animal  being  mixed  with  the  blood.  It  does  not 
appear  that  this  can  operate  through  the  cuticula; 
but,  when  that  is  rubbed  off,  the  fmalleft  quantity 
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is  fufficient  to  communicate  the  difeafe,  and  a  flight 
fcratch  with  the  teeth  of  a  mad  animal  has  been 
found  as  pernicious  as  a  large  wound.  It  is  certain 
alio,  that  the  infection  has  been  communicated  by 
the  bites  of  dogs,  cats,  wolves,  foxes,  weafels, 
fwine,  and  even  cocks  and  hens,  when  in  a  ftate 
of  madnefs.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
diftemper  is  communicable  from  one  hydropho- 
bious  perfon  to  another,  by  means  of  the  bite,  or 
any  other  way.  It  has  been  generally  allowed  by 
practitioners,  that,  though  the  hydrophobia  may  be 
prevented,  yet  it  can  feldom  be  cured  after  it  has 
made  its  appearance.  The  mo  ft  eflential  part  of 
the  treatment  therefore  depends  on  an  immediate 
ufe  of  the  proper  means  of  prevention.  For  this 
purpofe  fome  advife  the  inftant  cutting  out  the 
part  bitten,  which  muft  certainly  be  an  effectual 
mode,  provided  we  could  be  fure  the  poifon  had 
not  reached  beyond  the  wound.  When,  however, 
we  confider  the  rapidity  with  which  the  blood  and 
juices  flow,  it  feems  impoflible  that  fuch  an  opera- 
tion can  be  wholly  depended  on.  I  mould  never- 
thelefs  advife  it  to  be  done;  after  which  let  the 
part  be  well  foaked  with  the  Solar  Tincture ;  and, 
to  fortify  the  blood,  let  the  patient  fwallow  a  table- 
fpoonful  every  three  hours,  undiluted,  for  the  firft 
day ;  and  the  fame  dofe  night  and  morning  for  a 
month  following :  taking  my  cleanfmg  powders 
twice  a  week.  Let  the  part  be  again  foaked  with 
the  Tincture  four  times  a  day,  for  three  or  four 
days ;  and  I  am  fatisfied  a  fafe  and  perfect  cure 
may  be  relied  on.  For  the  bite  of  adders,  fnakes, 
&c.  bathing  the  part,  and  taking  the  medicine 
undiluted,  will  counteract  the  virulence  of  the  poi- 
fon, and  preferve  the  patient  from  further  injury. 

FOR  GUN-SHOT  WOUNDS,  CUTS,  STABS,  &C. 

Gentlemen  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  all  perfons 
liable  to  gun-ihots,  ftabs,  wounds,  ice.  mould  never 
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be  without  the  Solar  Tincture.  Its  falutary  effecls 
on  the  blood,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  are  really  furpri- 
fing.  It  totally  prevents,  and  will  even  ftop  morti- 
fication, in  very  advanced  ftages.  It  quickly  fup- 
plies  the  greateft  lofs  of  blood;  fortifies  the  heart, 
cherifhes  the  vital  organs,  and  heals  and  unites  the 
fiefli  in  an  uncommon  degree.  If  taken  internally, 
and  poured  at  the  fame  time  into  the  wound,  it  is 
quickly  propelled  through  the  heart,  by  the  veins 
and  arteries,  and  thus  renovates  the  exhaufted  fpi- 
rits,  and  preferves  life.  Its  effect  on  a  few  fimple 
wounds  may  be  feen  in  the  following  cafes : 

To  E.  SIBLY,  M.  D. 

SIR, 

For  the  fake  of  thofe  who  are  liable  to  acci- 
dents, I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  of  a  mod  re- 
markable cure  performed  by  your  Solar  Tin&ure, 
on  a  very  deep  and  dangerous  wound  made  on 
Mrs.  Cook  by  a  cafe -knife,  of  more  than  the  depth 
of  my  fore-finger.  After  trying  every  means  in 
vain  to  ftop  the  blood,  I  fent  for  a  bottle  of  your 
Solar  Tinclure,  and  well  bathed  the  wound  there- 
with. The  blood  and  Tinfture  readily  aflimilated, 
and  formed  a  cruft  on  the  orifice  of  the  wound, 
which  very  foon  flopped  the  efFufion  of  blood. 
But  what  is  moft  remarkable,  the  wound  was  com- 
pletely healed  in  lefs  than  fix  days,  and  is  now  fo> 
perfectly  clofed,  as  to  be  almoft  imperceptible. 
You  are  welcome  to  publifh  this,  and  in  fo  doing 
you  will  oblige,  &c. 

Seymour-fir  eet>  Portman-fquare,  Wm,  Cook. 

April  14,  1794. 

To  E.  SIBLY,  M.  D. 

SIR 

In  juftice  to  my  own  feelings,  I  cannot  but  ac- 
quaint you  with  a  cure  performed  by  your  Solar 
Tiu£ture  in  a  very  uncommon  manner.    As  I  was 

travelling 
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travelling  in  the  ftage  to  Boxley-abbey,  near  Maid- 
flone,  in  Kent,  a  gentleman,  who  fat  next  me,  put- 
ting his  head  out  of  the  window,  received  a  violent 
cut  acrofs  the  eye  with  the  coachman's  whip, 
which  produced  an  immediate  fwelling  and  inflam- 
mation, attended  with  fo  much  agony,  that  he  de- 
clared the  pain  was  infupportable.  I  had  pur- 
chafed  a  bottle  of  your  Solar  Tincture  while  in 
town,  knowing  it  had  performed  many  furprifmg 
cures  in  my  neighbourhood.  This  I  immediately 
opened,  and  applied  to  the  inflamed  part ;  and 
alter  warning  the  eye  well  with  it,  I  bound  a  white 
handkerchief  tight  over  it,  wretted  with  the  Tinc- 
ture. In  lefs  than  ten  minutes  the  anguilh  was 
greatly  afluaged;  and  in  the  courfe  of  three  hours 
it  was  quite  well.  The  gentleman  exprefled  the 
utmoft  aftonifhment  at  the  celerity  of  the  cure,  as 
did  every  paffenger  in  the  coach.  I  wilh  this  to  be 
made  as  public  as  pofTible,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
who  are  liable  to  accidents ;  and  am  with  re- 
fpecl,  &c. 

Boxley-abbey ',  M.  Stables. 

March  6,  1 79 1 . 

To  E.  SIBLY,  M.  D. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Being  informed  by  a  friend  that  you  fhortly  in- 
tend to  print  a  new  Edition  of  your  Medical  Mir- 
ror, Mrs.  M.  thinks  it  a  duty  flie  owes  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  your  invaluable  Solar  Tincture,  to  beg 
leave  that  her  cafe  be  made  known  through  the 
medium  of  that  publication ;  fo  that  thofe  afflicted 
with  fimilar  complaints  may  know  what  medicine 
to  apply  and  obtain  relief.  I  make  no  doubt  but 
you  have  already  many  cafes  not  lefs  lamentable 
than  her's ;  yet,  at  her  earned  felicitations,  and  the 
impulfe  of  the  gratitude  I  feel  on  the  recovery  of 
fo  valuable  a  life3  urges  me  to  folicit  this  favour. 

Your 
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Your  compliance  will  confer  an  additional  obliga- 
tion on,  Sir, 

,    Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

WILLOUGHBY  MARSDEN. 

iVb.  13,  Dozvn-Jlreet,  Piccadilly , 
10//;  February,  1795. 

CASE. 

The  origin  of  Mrs.  Marfden's  extraordinary  cafe, 
proceeded  from  the  injudicious  treatment  of  a  dig- 
nified phyfician*,  who  attended  her  for  a  fjmrious 
pkuretic  complaint.  This  phylician  ordered  phlebo- 
tomy, to  fuch  an  extravagant  degree,  that' in  a  few 
days  there  were  taken  from  her  ten  pounds  of  blood  ! 
Added  to  this,  a  regimen  of  low  diet  was  or- 
dered, confifting  of  barley  water,  panada,  balm  tea, 
oranges,  lemons,  &c.  without  any  licence  to  de- 
rive the  lealt  fullenance  from  meats,  or  any  fimilar 
nourilhment.  Nature  being  thus  unfupported,  and 
having  already  received  fo  inhuman  a  fhock  by  im- 
moderate venefeclion,  her  natural  juices  were  fo 
deftroyed,  that  the  abforbent  property  relaxed  its 
functions,  the  folids  were  impoverifhed,  and  the 
whole  nervous  and  organic  fyitems  forbore  to  per- 
form their  office :  this  naturally  introduced  a  leu- 
cophlegmatia,  or  vifccral  dropfy3  attended  by  a 
weak  and  unequal  pulfe,  immoderate  watching, 
a  great  laflitude  throughout  the  whole  frame,  ac- 
companied with  a  too  copious  difcharge  of  the 
menftrual  flux,  and  a  total  imbecility  of  the  whole 
feminal  vcffels ;  ifterus,  or  the  yellow  jaundice, 
was  now  produced,  certainly  brought  on  by  fuch 
a  profuhon  of  acids. 

In  this  ftate,  a  number  of  other  refpeclable  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty  were  applied  to,  but  in  vain  ; 
for  after  they  had  gone  through  the  common  rota- 
tion of  medicine,  flie  grew  worfe,  and  it  was 

*  Sir  R.  J.  Bart. 

reafonably 
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reafonably  imagined  the  period  of  her  exigence 
was  near;  but  providentially,  in  this  deplorable 
ftate,  flie  was  informed  of  the  wonderful  power 
of  the  Re-animating  Solar  Tincture  in  fuch  cafes; 
as  the  laft  refort,  therefore,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  confult  me.  I  enquired  into  the  various  fymp- 
toms  of  her  complicated  maladies,  and  prefcribed 
a  table  fpoonful  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  every  fix 
hours,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water;  but  after 
taking  two  bottles,  this  injured  fufferer  finding  fhe 
received  much  more  benefit  when  the  took  the 
Tincture  undiluted,  was  determined  to  try  the  next 
bottle  without  any  aqueous  menftruum  whatfoever, 
and  from  this  bottle  received  fuch  amazing  bene- 
fit*, that  fhe  refolved  in  the  future  to  make  ufe  of 
the  Tincture  intire  ;  this  (lie  continued  to  do,  and  by 
an  external  as  well  as  by  an  internal  application,  fhe 
was,  after  taking  twelve  large  bottles,  perfe&ly 
recovered  ;  to  the  aftonifhment  of  her  friends,  and 
no  fmall  joy  to  her  family. 

CASE. 

Mr.  Carey,  caulker,  refiding  in  Unicorn-ftreet, 
Portfea,  Hants,  was  afflicted  by  dreadful  epileptic 
fits,  which  were  always  preceded  by  a  vertigo,  a 
pallid  countenance,  a  difficulty  of  refpiration,  and 
the  abdomen  tumid  with  flatulencies  to  an  amazing 
degree;  and  when  feized,  violently  agitated  by 
trembling,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth,  as  well  as  a 
total  deprivation  of  the  fenfitive  faculties.  Thefe 
fits  returned  upon  the  patient,  at  itated  periods, 
every  three  or  four  months  for  many  years,  and 
confined  him  to  his  room  from  three  to  feven  weeks 
at  a  time.  Upon  aiking  medical  advice,  all  the  hopes 
he  could  gain  from  the  faculty  was,  that  his  was  a 
cafe  beyond  the  help  of  medicine.    A  friend,  however, 

*  In  this  cafe,  if  was  not  the  water  mixed  with  the  Tinfture 
that  could  afford  her  the  leaft  relief :  fhe  had  too  much  of  that 
picnftruum  already  in  her  compofition. 

who 
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who  went  for  the  purpofe  of  fitting  up  with  him 
during  his  extreme  malady,  one  night  as  one  of  the 
fits  had  juft  feized  upon  him,  having  fome  of  the 
Solar  Tin£ture  by  him,  refolved  to  try  its  efficacy, 
and  having  given  him  two  table  fpoonfuls  in  the 
courfe  of  an  hour,  the  epilepfy  vanifhed,  nor  has 
he  been  attacked  with  the  lead  fymptom  fince  the 
year  1793,  though  previoufly  to  that  period  he  was 
never  free  from  the  moll  violent  attacks  of  the 
diforder. 

CASE. 

Mrs.  Stockman,  Queen-ftreet,  Portfea,  by  want 
of  prudent  management  during  her  lying-in,  caught 
a  violent  cold,  which  fettling  upon  her  lungs,  the 
vifcera  was  affe&ed,  and  caufed  a  total  relaxation  of 
all  the  feminal  velfels,  which  fo  much  debilitated 
the  whole  frame,  that  the  folids  were  in  the  moft 
impoverifhed  ftate ;  the  was  advancing  very  faft 
towards  the  lad  ftage  of  a  confumption;  medical 
alh fiance  feemed  to  be  baffled,  and  hope  was  ren- 
dered vain ;  when  by  taking  only  three  bottles  of 
the  Solar  Tindlure,  flie  was  perfectly  recovered, 
and  is  now  likely  to  be  the  happy  mother  of  a  nu- 
merous iffue. 

June  17,  1793. 

CASE. 

Mr.  Brown,  rope-maker,  Charlotte-row,  Portfea, 
was  tormented  by  a  violent  cough,  which  unhap- 
pily terminated  in  an  epyema  or  confumption.  He 
was  fo  reduced  and  emaciated,  thatno  hopes  of  his 
recovery  were  entertained,  as  he  had  been  com- 
pelled to  give  over  his  employment  for  eight 
months.  After  reforting  to  all  the  common  routine 
of  medical  afuftance,  the  Solar  Tinthire  was  re- 
commended to  his  confideration.  He  gave  it  atrial, 
and  its  wonderful  effefts  foon  proved  how  well  he 
had  a&ed ;  for  by  taking  only  one  bottle,  his  fto- 

mach 
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mach  was  braced,  he  expectorated  freely,  his 
countenance  began  to  recover  its  wonted  appear- 
ance, his  fasces  were  regular,  and  the  hectic  fever 
left  him ;  his  refpiration  became  eafy,  and  his  pulfe 
regular;  and  to  the  utter  aftonifhment  of  himfelf 
and  his  whole  family,  two  more  large  bottles  per- 
fectly reftored  him  to  eafe  and  comfort,  and  invi- 
gorated the  whole  fyftem,  fo  that  he  is  now  a  living 
monument  of  the  falutary  effects  of  this  admirable 
Tincture, 

CASE. 

A  mariner,  belonging  to  the  brig  Hannah, 
Jofeph  Hopkins,  mafter,  bound  to  Maryland,  in 
America,  was  troubled  with  an  inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  accompanied  by  a  fever,  and  intenfe  heat, 
thirft  and  naufea.  In  this  cafe,  one  bottle  of  the 
Solar  Tincture  eftablifhed  a  cure. 

CASE, 

Mrs.  Dubois,  a  widow  lady,  at  No.  5,  Portland- 
ftreet,  Soho,  of  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1794,  was  afflicted  with  aperip- 
neumony  of  the  lungs,  attended  with  a  pain  between 
the  fcapulae,  a  violent  cough,  a  weight  and  diftenfion 
of  the  prascordia,  a  loathing  of  food,  an  intermitting 
pulfe,  a  frothy,  but  fometimes  a  yellow  matter  ex- 
pectorated by  coughing ;  and  when  me  lay  on  her 
fide,  in  danger  of  being  fuffocated ;  her  extremities 
cold,  and  the  nails  of  the  fingers  became  livid,  with 
little  or  no  fleep.  After  making  ufe  of  many  me- 
dicines to  no  purpofea  (he  heard  of  the  re-animat- 
ing property  of  the  Solar  Tincture,  and  I  was  ap- 
plied to  for  my  afliftance.  Although  her  extreme 
age  was  fuch,  that  little  could  be  expected  from 
common  medicines,  yet  knowing  the  virtues  of  the 
Solar  Tincture  as  the  pabulum  of  life,  I  readily 
prefcribed  half  a  table  fpoonful  diluted  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  water,  to  be  given  every  three 

T  hours  j 
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hours ;  but  to  be  augmented  the  fecond  day  to  a 
table  fpoonful.  This  produced  the  defired  effect, 
and  brought  on  a  profufe  expectoration,  and  dis- 
pelled the  uneafinefs  of  her  refpiration  j  her  urine 
was  difcharged  more  copioufly,  and  with  much  fedi- 
ment ;  her  faeces  were  moderately  lax,  her  appetite 
confequently  returned,  and  I  had  the  pleafure  to 
find,  after  (lie  had  taken  four  bottles,  that  her  vital 
heat  increafed,  her  fpirits  were  invigorated,  and 
the  whole  functions  of  her  body  reftored  to  their 
ufual  ftrength. 

She  is  now  a  living  teftimony  of  the  aftonifhjng 
powers  of  this  fingularly  prolific  medicine. 

Augujl  2,  1796. 

CASE. 

SIR, 

In  jullice  to  the  invaluable  difcovery  of  your 
re-animating  Solar  Tincture,  I  cannot  in  gratitude 
refrain  from  acknowledging  what  wonderful  power 
one  Jingle  fmall  bottle  has  had  on  my  child  about  two 
years  of  age.  He  was  very  low  and  weak,  had 
much  phlegm  on  his  ftomach,  and  no  appetite,  and 
was  afflicted  with  convulfions,  fo  that  his  mother 
and  myfelf  expected  every  hour  to  be  the  fad  wit- 
nefles  of  its  diffolution ;  '  but  by  taking  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls  of  the  Tincture  three  times  a  day,  he  is 
perfectly  recovered  from  his  jndifpofition,  and  free 
from  any  fits;  and  as  I  think  many  children  may  be 
liable  to  fimilar  complaints,  and  that  parents  would 
be  glad  to  obtain  information  concerning  a  fafe  and 
efficacious  remedy,  you  are  welcome  to  make  what 
ufe  you  pleafe  of  this  communication. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  refpeft, 
Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

J.  CHAPMAN. 

No.  13,  Cecil-court,  St.  Martin  s-lane, 
Augujl  6,1796. 
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CASE. 

A  Nobleman  of  very  high  rank  in  this  country* 
called  in  my  afliftance  to  the  relief  of  his  Lady, 
who  experienced  the  utmoft  degree  of  lajitude  and 
frequent  abortion.  She  was  attacked  with  pains  of 
the  ftomach  in  the  morning,  which,  defcending  to 
the  lower  extremities,  harafTed  her  with  intenfe 
pain  and  extreme  languor ;  the  was  alfo  troubled 
with  flatulencies  and  depreflion  of  fpirit,  till  about 
mid-day,  when  her  constitution,  naturally  pure,  re- 
filled the  complaints,  and  relieved  her  till  about 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  ner  Lady- 
fhip's  malady  returned  with  redoubled  wearinefs; 
the  water  appeared  pale,  with  a  fediment ;  the  was 
attacked  by  nervous  head-achs,  and  violent  fpafms 
relaxed  her  whole  frame ;  the  fluor  albus  made  an 
alarming  appearance ;  her  flefli  loft  its  firmnefs; 
and  although  only  in  the  twenty-first  year  of 
her  life,  fhe  unhappily  experienced  the  fenfation 
of  the  infirmities  of  premature  age;  her  fleep  ap- 
proached torpidity,  except  interrupted  fometimes 
by  dreams ;  and  although  her  appetite  appeared 
regular,  me  had  every  fymptom  of  hypochondriacal 
dejection.  Thefe  alarming  indications  of  decay 
fo  agitated  his  Lordlhip's  feelings,  that  the  regular 
practice,  as  well  as  a  profufion  of  glutinous  noftrums 
had  been  tried  for  upwards  of  a  year,  and  had  ob- 
ftru6ted  the  capillary  veffels  without  any  vifible 
relief :  he  applied  to  me,  and  earneftly  defired  my 
advice.  Conceiving  the  Lady's  Situation,  though  to 
appearance  defperate,  not  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
invigorating  power  peculiar  to  the  re-animating  So- 
lar Tincture,  I  prefcribed  the  medicine  to  her 
Ladyfliip  ;  the  firft  application  of  which  produced 
the  moft  extraordinary  change  for  the  better,  and 
ultimately  re-eftabiifhed  her  Ladyfliip  in  all  the 
bleflings  of  good  health  and  a  confirmed  tempera- 
ture ot  body.  It  may  not  be  unneceflfary  to  add, 
that  flie  has  fince  cheered  this  nobJe  houfe  with  a 
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fon  and  heir.  To  evince  his  Lordlhip's  good  opi- 
nion of  the  properties  of  this  invaluable  Tinflurc, 
I  fliall  beg  to  fubjoin  a  copy  of  one  of  his  Lord- 
ihip's  laft  letters,  as  follows: 

To  Dr.  SIBLY. 

SIR, 

Inclofed  is  a  draft  for  the  amount  of  two  do- 
zen of  Solar  Tin&ure  bottles,  that  you  fent  to 
Lady  . 

She  defires  that  you  will  immediately  fend  to  her 
one  doze-t  more;  and  that  you  would  give  particu- 
lar orders  that  it  may  not  be  left  at  the  Coach-office 
neglecled,  as  one  of  the  boxes  were  before. 

She  continues  to  go  on  well  in  her  pregnancy, 
and  is  much  better  in  health  in  general.  She  fel- 
dom  has  the  head-achs  now,  and  does  not  feel  fo 
cold  as  me  ufed  to  do  in  a  morning.  Ever  fince 
fhe  has  taken  fome  magnefia  at  night,  the  griping 
pains  do  not  come  on. 

She  takes  your  Medicine  regularly  in  a  morning 
early,  or  in  the  night  if  flie  does  not  fleep  well, 
which,  in  that  laft  cafe,  immediately  brings  on 
fleep.  She  does  not  take  any  in  the  day-time,  ex- 
cept (he  has  a  head-ach,  or  a  pain  in  her  back,  and 
then  it  generally  relieves  her  foon. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  humble  fervant, 

3>  l795- 

CASE. 

SIR, 

With  heartfelt  fatisfattion  I  communicate  to  you 
the  great  benefit  I  have  received  from  your  invalu- 
able Solar  Tincture.  It  is  about  fourteen  years 
lince  that  I  was  attacked  with  a  violent  head-ach, 
which  increafed  upon  me,  notwithftanding  the 
united  efforts  of  feveral  of  the  faculty.  After  va- 
rious 
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rious  trials  of  medicines,  and  two  years  fuffering, 
a  phyiician,  eminent,  and  of  great  practice,  recom- 
mended a  perpetual  blifter  on  my  back.  This,  Sir, 
threw  the  diforder  from  my  head  upon  the  fyftem  of 
the  nerves,  which  lay  near  the  heart :  obftru6tions 
took  place,  which  nothing  I  could  take  could  re- 
move, which  brought  on  reftlefs  nights,  attended 
with  frightful  dreams,  and  an  univerfal  relaxation 
of  the  nervous  fyftem,  lownefs  of  fpirits  returned 
frequently  upon  me,  and  funk  me  to  the  very  cen- 
ter of  the  earth :  I  could  at  times  feel  every  cold 
cloud  that  paffed  over  me.  Every  fpring,  when  the 
north  and  north-eaft  winds  were  moft  prevalent,  I 
was  fure  to  catch  a  violent  cold,  which  would  con- 
fine me  for  fome  months ;  at  which  time  the  abdo- 
men would  fwell  exceffively  with  a  pent-up  wind, 
which  nothing  I  could  take  could  difcharge.  Spafms 
in  every  part  of  the  body  were  at  this  time  preva- 
lent, and  very  diftreffing.  In  due  time,  after  much 
fuffering,  by  the  ufe  of  medicines,  it  paffed  through 
me,  and  fell  into  my  legs,  bringing  on  the  dropfy, 
which  with  difficulty  I  was  enabled  to  reprefs  :  a 
languor  of  fpirits,  debilitated  ftate  of  body,  weak- 
nefs  in  the  loins,  and  the  rheumatifm  in  my  head, 
afflicted  me  many  years.  At  length,  a  gentleman 
of  the  faculty  in  the  country,  whom  I  venerate  and 
efteem,  wrote  to  me  to  fend  him  a  quantity  of  your 
Solar  Tincture ;  againft  which,  I  confefs  myfelf  to 
have  been  greatly  prejudiced,  having  fo  often  been 
deceived  by  advertifed  medicines,  even  to  my  injury. 
In  continuing  my  correfpondence,  I  determined  in 
myfelf  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  am  exceeding  happy 
that  I  have  fo  done  :  for  notwithstanding  my  difcou-- 
ragement  in  the  beginning,  I  determined  to  prefe- 
vcre.  On  taking  the  two  firft  bottles  I  found  my  com- 
plaint exceedingly  acute,  the  pain  on  the  fyftem  of 
the  nerves  in  the  ftomach  increafed,  hyftertcks  and 
convulfions  ;  in  fact,  it  is  out  of  my  power  at  pre- 
fcnt  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  pain  I  fuffered. 
Night  and  day  I  was  on  a  continual  rack  ;  the  third 
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bottle  removed  it  into  my  lungs.  Phlegm  in  this 
ftate  almoft  overwhelmed  me,  and  a  fhortnefs  of 
breath  nearly  at  times  to  fufFocation.  I  perfevered 
in  the  ufe,  which  removed  it  again  into  the  brain. 
I  now  found  groat  eafe,  and  remarked,  that  where- 
ver my  complaint  removed,  the  effe&  of  the  Tinc- 
ture was  vifible  in  a  particular  warmth  at  that  part, 
in  fome  ftages  of  my  diforder,  I  have  been  awak- 
ened from  my  fleep  with  an  uncommon  cold  fit ; 
at  which  time  it  hath  appeared  as  if  all  my  veins 
were  full  of  ice.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
all  thefe  complaints,  with  many  others  not  enume- 
rated, are  removed  by  your  very  excellent  Tinfture. 
I  now  feel  a  ftrength  and  freedom  in  my  ftomach, 
which  I  have  been  a  ftranger  to  for  twenty  years ; 
and  although  in  my  fixty-fourth  year,  my  ftrength 
is  as  great  as  it  was  at  forty. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  this  informa- 
tion in  what  way  you  pleafe.  I  {hall  always  be 
ready  to  anfwer  every  enquirer  whom  you  may 
pleafe  to  fend,  and  I  hope  to  their  fatisfa£lion.  For 
myfelf  I  muft  declare,  I  have  found  more  real  be- 
nefit from  your  Solar  Tincture,  then  from  all  the 
things  I  have  ever  taken. 

I  am,  Sir,  refpettfully, 
No.  2,  Chequer-alley,  Your's,  &c. 

Bunhill-rozv,  Moorfields,  H.  J.  GOLDRING. 

Aug.  4,  1796. 

I  fhall  only  remark  further,  with  refpeft  to 
wounds,  bruifes,  &c.  that  a  fhort  time  ago,  as  a 
coach  was  driving  furioufly  out  of  Cavendifh- 
fquare,  the  horfes  unfortunately  beat  down  a  girl 
of  eight  years  of  age,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Larken,  of  Clipfton-ftreet,Fitzroy-fquare ;  and 
the  wheels  pafling  over  her  body,  the  was  taken  up 
to  all  appearance  dead.  The  fpe£lators  were  for 
carrying  her  immediately  to  the  hofpital;  but  the 
accident  happening  very  near  my  houfe,  I  was  fent 
for.    I  avoided  letting   blood,  but  bathed  the 
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bruifed  parts  thoroughly  with  the  Solar  Tincture, 
and  introduced  half  a  fpoonful,  undiluted,  into  her 
ftomach.  It  was  now  about  nine  o'clock  at  night. 
She  was  compofed  and  afleep  before  ten,  her  pre- 
fent  agony  being  fubdued  by  the  power  of  the  me  \ 
dicine.  A  fpoonful  more  of  the  Tincture  was  given 
her  at  different  periods  of  the  night,  the  fudorific 
efficacy  of  which  brought  on  a  plentiful  perfpira- 
tion.  At  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  fhe  awoke, 
and  got  up,  and  was  fo  well  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  play  about  with  her  companions,  in  all  refpecls 
the  fame  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  The  girl, 
and  her  parents,  are  pleafed  with  every  opportu- 
nity of  recounting  the  circumftances  of  this  event 
to  any  enquirers. 

Thefe  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  thoufand  dif- 
trefsful  cafes  which  have  been  totally  removed  by 
means  of  the  falutary  interposition  of  the  RE- 
ANIMATING SOLAR  TINCTURE;  or,  Pa- 
bulum of  Life. 
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OF  THE 

PRINCIPLES  OF  LIFE  AND  DEATH. 


THE  efficacy  of  the  Solar  Tincture  is 
moft  ftrikingly  manifefted,  by  its  ftirnulating  and 
re-animating  powers,  in  cafes  of  accidental  or  fud- 
den  death.    Life  denotes  the  animated  ftate  of  na- 
ture ;  and  in  human  beings,  exifts  as  long  as  the 
union  of  the  foul  and  body  lafts.    With  us,  there- 
fore, life  continues,  until  fuch  feparation  has  really 
taken  place ;  which  can  no  more  be  faid  to  have 
happened  during  the  paroxifm  of  a  fit,  or  of  a 
blow,  which  for  a  time  deprives  us  of  fenfation,  or 
in  the  early  period  of  an  unnatural  or  fudden 
death,  than  during  the  time  we  are  afleep.    It  is 
the  want  of  proper  fkill  at  fuch  times  that  too 
often  occafions  death  to  take  place,  when  life  ab- 
folutely  exifts  in  the  blood,  and  might  with  little 
care  have  been  preferved.    Death  is  therefore  the 
act  of  feparation  of  the  foul  from  the  body;  in 
which  fenfe  it  ftands  oppofed  to  life.    An  animal 
body,  by  the  actions  inseparable  from  life,  under- 
goes a  continual  change,  and  receives  its  diffolu- 
tion  by  degrees.    Its  fmalleft  fibres  become  rigid; 
its  minuter  veffels  grow  into  folid  fibres  no  longer 
pervious  to  the  fluids;  its  greater  veffels  grow  hard 
and  narrow ;  and  every  thing  becomes  contracted, 
clofed,  and  bound  up :  whence  the  drynefs,  immo- 
bility, and  extenuation  obferved  in  old  age.  By 
fuch  means  the  offices  of  the  minuter  veffels  are 
deftroyed;  the  humours  ftagnate,  harden,  and  at 
length  coalefce  with  the  folids.    Thus  are  the  fub- 
tileft  fluids  in  the  body  intercepted  and  loft,  the 
concoction  weakened,  and  the  reparation  prevent- 
ed ;  only  the  blood  continues  to  run  flowly  through 
the  greater  veffels,  affiduous  to  preferve  life,  even 
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after  the  animal  functions  are  deftroyed.  At 
length,  in  the  procefs  of  thefe  changes,  death  be- 
comes inevitable,  as  the  neceffary  confequence  of 
life.  But  it  is  rare  indeed  that  life  is  thus  long 
protra&ed,  or  that  death  fucceeds  merely  from  the 
natural  decay  and  impaired  ftate  of  old  age.  Ac- 
cidental difeafes,  and  our  neglect  of  preferving 
health,  cut  the  work  Ihort. 

The  figns  of  death  are  often  very  uncertain.  If 
we  confult  what  Winflow  or  Bruchier  have  faid  on 
this  fubjecT:,  we  fhall  be  convinced,  that  between 
life  and  death  the  made  is  fo  very  undiftinguifh- 
able,  that  even  all  the  powers  of  art  can  fcarcely 
determine  where  the  one  ends  and  the  other  be- 
gins.   The  colour  of  the  vifage,  the  warmth  of 
the  body,  and  fupplenefs  of  the  joints,  are  but 
uncertain  figns  of  life  ftill  fubfifting,  whilft  on  the 
contrary,  the  palenefs  of  the  complexion,  the  cold- 
nefs  of  the  body,  the  ftiffhefs  of  the  extremities, 
the  celfation  of  all  motion,  and  the  total  infenfibi- 
lity  of  the  parts,  are  but  uncertain  marks  of  death 
having  taken  place.    In  the  fame  manner  alfo, 
with  regard  to  the  pulfe  and  breathing;  thefe  mo- 
tions are  fo  often  kept  under,  that  it  is  impoffible 
to  perceive  them.    By  bringing  a  looking-glafs 
near  to  the  mouth  of  the  perfon  fuppofed  to  be 
dead,  people  often  expect  to  find  whether  he 
breathes  or  not.    But  this  is  a  very  uncertain  ex- 
periment: the  glafsis  frequently  fullied  by  the  va- 
pour of  the  dead  man's  body ;  and  often  the  per- 
fon is  ftiJI  alive,  though  the  glafs  is  no  way  tar- 
nifhed.    In  the  fame  manner,  neither  noifes  in  the 
ears,  nor  pungent  fpirits  applied  to  the  noftrils, 
give  certain  figns  of  the  discontinuance  of  life ; 
and  there  are  many  inftances  of  perfons  who  have 
pafled  them  all,  and  afterwards  recovered  without 
any  external  affiftance,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the 
fpectators.    This  finely  ought  to  be  a  caution 
againft  hafty  burials,  efpecia'lly  in  cafes  of  fudden 
death;  for  it  is  fhocking  to  reflect,  that  feme  hun- 
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dreds  of  valuable  members  of  fociety  are  annually 
torn  from  their  difconfolate  families  by  fome  acci- 
dental fudden  caufe,  and  hurried  though  tlcfsly  to 
the  grave,  in  whom  the  principles  of  life  were  ca- 
pable of  being  revived !  This  lamentable  truth  has 
been  eftablimed  by  the  happy  fuccefs  of  the  Hu- 
mane Society,  from  whofe  laudable  exertions  fe- 
veral  hundred  perfons  have  been  reftored  to  life, 
who,  to  all  vifible  appearance,  were  Jiajl  recovery. 
Every  age  and  country  affords  fome  inftances  of 
perfons  having  been  recovered,  even  after  long 
lying  for  dead ;  and  from  the  number  of  thofe  pre- 
ferved  by  mere  lucky  accidents,  it  is  evident  that 
ftill  greater  numbers  might  be  faved  by  timely 
pains  and  (kill.    Thofe  who  have  contemplated 
the  ftrufturc  of  the  human  machine  know,  that  its 
diflblution  cannot  naturally  happen  but  by  that  gra- 
dual dacay  of  the  whole  fyftem  above  defcribed, 
when  the  velfels  arc  become  impervious  to  the 
fluids,  the  circulation  weakened  or  deftroyed,  and 
the  vital  organs  no  longer  able  to  perform  their  ofr 
fice.    But,  when  their  functions  are  merely  fuf- 
pended  by  fome  fudden  fliock,  it  may  be  likened 
to  the  ftate  of  a  watch  flopped  by  a  fall,  which 
refumes  its  motion  the  inftant  that  injury  is  re- 
paired.   In  the  animal  economy,  "  the  BLOOD  is 
the  LIFE"*  therefore,  if  its  circulation  be  fuf- 

pended 

*  The  fhockingcafe  of  Mr.  Groundwater,  who  was  moft  in- 
humanly murdered  on  the  23d  of  May  1794,  by  the  convicts 
in  Cumberland  Fort,  near  Portfmouth,  manifcfts  the  truth  of 
this  remark,  The  above  unfortunate  perfon  was  deputed  to 
Overlook  the  convicts  in  their  working  hours;  when  having  oc- 
cafion  to  reprimand  two  of  them  for  milbehaviour,  namely, 
Francis  Jennifon,  and  William  Butterworth,  who  were  under 
fentence  of  tranfportation  for  life,  they  fell  upon  the  unhappy 
man  with  the  iron  fhovels  with  which  they  were  at  work;  and, 
having  thrown  him  down,  they  (truck  the  lharp  edge  of  the  fho- 
vels feveral  times  into  his  head,  whereby  the  cranium  was  pe- 
netrated, and  fo  large  a  fifTure  made,  that  part  of  the  brains 
hung  upon  the  fpade,  and  the  refidue  fell  out  upon  the  ground, 
in  the  quantity  of  a  double  handful,   They  then  ftruck  down 
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pended  or  deftroyed,  death  follows.    But  if  the 
blood  can  be  re-agitated,  and  its  circulation  re^ 
fumed,  life  will  of  neceflity  be  reftored.    For  this 
reafon,  whenever  any  accident  has  happened,  by 
which  fudden  death  appears  to  have  taken  place, 
whether  by  blows,  fits,  falls,  fuffocation,  ftrangula- 
tion,  drowning,  apoplexy,  convulfion  fits,  thunder 
and  lightning,  aflafimation,  duelling,  or  the  like, 
let  the  unfortunate  perfon  be  carried  into  a  warm 
houfe,  and  laid  by  the  fire,  or  put  into  a  warm  bed* 
let  two  or  three  table-fpoonfuls  of  the  Solar  Tinc- 
ture be  introduced  as  early  as  poflible  into  the  fto- 
mach,  and  rubbed  profufely  in  by  a  warm  hand, 
upon  the  fpine  of  the  back,  loins^,  breaft,  and  re- 
gion of  the  heart,  and  poured  into  the  wound,  if 
there  be  any;  the  warm  ftimulating  quality  of  the 
medicine,  affifted  by  the  external  heat  and  friclion, 
will  quickly  roufe  the  ftagnant  blood  and  juices, 
particularly  in  the  grand  refervoir  the  heart,  where, 
rarefying,  preffing  every  way,  and  being  refilled  by 
the  valves,  it  will  fwell  fo  as  to  make  replete  the 
flaccid  right  auricle  of  the  heart,  which  by  the 
mock  had  become  empty  and  at  reft ;  and  thus  Hi 

one  of  the  (hovels  on  his  neck,  with  an  evident  defign  to  fever 
the  head  from  the  body;  but,  ftriking  againft  the  bone,  it  had 
not  the  intended  effect.  Now  it  is  a  moft  extraordinary  cir- 
cumltance,  attefted  by  feveral  witneffes  on  the  trial  of  thefe  in- 
human wretches,  who  were  convicted  of  the  murder  at  the  en- 
fuing  Winchefter  affizes,  and  executed  on  the  4th  of  Auguft, 
1794,  that  Mr.  Groundwater  lived  eighteen  hours  after  he  had 
received  the  above  grievous  wounds,  and  after  the  whole  of  the 
brain  had  fallen  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  fcull.  He  was  entirely 
fpeecblefs;  but  the  adlion  of  the  pulfe  was  remarkably  ftrong, 
and  refpiration  vifibly  continued,  during  the  whole  of  the  eigh- 
teen hours  above-mentioned.  This  was  pofitively  attefted  ott 
the  oath  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  furgeon  who  attended  him,  and  taken 
down  as  a  moft  Angular  cafe,  by  Sir  Nafh  Grofe,  who  tried  the 
prifoners.  This  fa£l  therefore  clearly  decides  the  long-contefted 
point  among  phyfiologifts,  whether  the  feat  of  life  is  in  the 
heart,  or  in  the  brain  ?  for  it  evidently  fliews  that  the  life  is  in, 
the  blood,  feated  in  its  grand  refervoir  the  heart,  which  if  ever 
fo  (lightly  wounded  or  impaired,  the  circulation  ceafes,  and  death 
inftautly  follows, 
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mulating  its  fibres,  will  put  them  in  motion.  The 
right  auricle  being  thus  repleted  and  ftimulated 
into  contraction,  fills  the  ventricle ;  which,  by  this 
means  being  irritated,  likewife  contracts  and 
empties  itfelf  into  the  pulmonary  artery ;  and  the 
moment  this  is  done,  the  circulation  begins  again 
where  it  left  off;  and  the  lungs,  being  filled  by  the 
dephlogifiicated  air  contained  in  the  medicine, 
begin  to  aft,  and  life  is  reftored,  provided  the  or- 
gans and  juices  are  in  a  fit  difpofition  for  it ;  which 
they  undoubtedly  are  much  oftener  than  is  ima- 
gined. Nor  is  this  ftimulating  action  of  the  Tinc- 
ture upon  the  heart  at  all  furprifing ;  for  every  me- 
dical man  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  that  the  heart, 
even  when  taken  out  of  the  body,  if  it  be  pricked 
with  a  pin,  or  hath  warm  water  thrown  upon  it, 
will  beat  afrefh,  and  endeavour  to  exert  its  func- 
tions, though  for  fome  time  before  it  had  been  mo- 
tionlefs*.  No  perfon  therefore  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered 

*  There  is  a  very  curious  and  extraordinary  phenomenon 
attends  the  heart,  which  as  it  is  known  but  to  few,  I  would  here* 
by  render  it  public;  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  wonderfully  difplays 
the  omnifcience  of  the  Creator. 

1.  There  are  two  coronary  arteries  arifingfrom  the  beginning 
of  the  aorta,  or  great  artery,  before  it  proceeds  from  the  pericar- 
dium, or  bag,  which  enclofeththe  heart.  Thefe  arteries  encom- 
pafs  this  bowel  externally  on  its  furface  feveral  times,  before  is 
penetrates  the  parenchyma  ;  whence  they  take  their  name. 

2.  There  are  many  coronary  veins  to  anfwer  the  laid  arteries, 
for  bringing  their  blood  back  through  the  vena  cava,  or  hollow 
vein,  to  keep  up  a  regular  circulation  thereof.  But  what  is  very1 
iingular  and  remarkable  here  is,  that  the  blood  enters  thefe  two 
faid  coronary  arteries,  afynchronical  to  the  vena  cava  in  all  the  other 
arteries  of  the  body:  an  odd  circumftance,  yet  not  noticed  by 
ancient  anatomifts. 

3.  The  direction  of  thefe  two  coronary  arteries,  with  refpect 
to  the  courfe  of  the  blood  through  the  aorta  they  fpring  out 
from,  is  fuch  as  greatly  impedes,  if  not  wholly  flops,  at  a  certain 
inftant,  the  entrance  of  the  blood  into  them,  during  the  heart's 
fyjiole,  or  ftate  of  contraction. 

4.  This  peculiar  mechanifm  is  evident  to  thofe  who  confider 
in  what  a  retrogade  manner  thefe  two  arteries  arife,  making  very 
acute  angles  with  that  part  of  the  aorta  which  is  neareft  the  ven- 
tricle of  the  heart. 
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dered  dead,  until  the  energy  of  the  blood  is  fo  far 
gone,  that  it  can  never  again  be  agitated  fo  as  to 
fill  and  ftimulate  into  contraction  the  right  finus 
venofus  and  auricle  of  the  heart — (fee  the  [date). 

When  the  patient  is  thus  far  recovered,  he  ought 
to  be  treated  with  great  care  and  tendernefs ;  and 
fome  warm  milk,  wine  and  water,  elder-flower  tea, 
or  any  nourilhing  fpoon-meat,  mould  be  given  to 

5.  The  mufcular  fubftance  of  the  heart  itfelf  into  which  the 
finer  branches  or"  thofe  arteries  are  diftributed,  during  \KsJyJ?ole, 
or  contraction,  is  fo  firm  by  being  there  corrugated,  as  is  very 
unfavourable  tothe  tranfit  of  the  blood  at  that  juncture.  Thefe 
are  the  two  refifti-ng  caufes  which  hinder  the  blood's  entering 
the  coronary  arteries  at  the  fame  time  that  it  rufhes  into  all  the 
other  arteries  throughout  the  body. 

6.  On  the  other  hand,  as  the  blood  impelled  out  of  the  left 
ventricle  of  the  heart  into  the  aorta,  immediately  on  the  ceffatioa 
of  the  impelling  power,  makes  a  confiderable  pufli  back,  again, 
(as  is  proved  from  the  well-known  ufe  of  thefemi-lunar  valves, 
and  the  fides  of  the  arteries,  and  the  hot  blood  with  which  they 
are  replete,  neceffarily  make  fome  refiftance  to  its  progreffive 
motion)  this  impetus  with  which  it  recoils  on  the  faid  valves,  fuf- 
ficiently  raifes  them,  and  gives  now  a  fit  opportunity  for  the 
blood  to  enter  the  coronary  arteries;  efpecially  as  thefoft  relaxed 
ftate  of  the  heart,  now  in  its  diajlole,  as  well  as  the  aforefaid  par- 
ticular direction  of  the  arteries  themfelves,  fo  much  at  acute 
angles,  all  concur  remarkably  to  favour  fuch  an  entrance  and 
tranfit  of  the  blood  through  the  mufcular- fubftance  of  that  en- 
livening bowel. 

7.  That  this  is  the  very  cafe  autopfy  will  fatisfv  anyone;  for 
on  opening  avfrog  you  may  fee  the  heart  becomes  red  at  the  be- 
ginning of  every  diajlolc,  or  relaxation  thereof,  and  fo  continues 
during  the  whole  time  of  its  dilated,  or  inactive  ftate  ;  but  imme- 
diately at  the  commencement  of  the  fyjiole,  that  is,  when  the  heart 
contracts,  it  becomes  whitifh,  and  fo  continues  during  the  whole 
time  of  contraction. 

8.  What  greater  demonftration  can  be  given  than  what  thefe 
two  remarkable  proofs  afford  us,  that  the  blood  does  not  enter 
the  coronary  arteries  during  thejyftole,  when  it  is  propelled  into 
the  aorta,  and  all  its  other  branches;  but  enters  only  during  the 
heart's  Jiajlole,  when  its  ventricles  are  dilated,  and  its  mufcular 
fibres  are  in  a  ft^te  of  relaxation? 

Of  all  the  anatomical  writers,  I  have  read  (which  have  not 
beeafew)  I  never  met  with  this  piece  of  curiofity ;  only  the 
great  Boerhaave  juft  touches  on  it  in  his  Medical  Inftitutes,  p. 
88.  No.  183 ;  from  which  fhort  hint  I  have  thus  expatiated  for 
the  entertainment  of  thofe  who  delight  in  fuch  ftudies. 
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him  as  foon  as  he  appears  capable  of  taking  food. 
In  fome  cafes  it  may  be  neceftary  to  open  the  tem- 
poral artery  and  the  external  jugular,  or  to  bleed 
in  the  arm;  but  this  mould  never  be  done  if  it  can 
fafely  be  difpenfed  with,  as  it  certainly  weakens 
the  animal  principle,  which  it  is  the  firft  objecl  of 
this  medicine  to  ftrengthen.  Under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  and  as  particular  occafions  may  re- 
quire, the  rules  laid  down  in  page  196  of  my  Fa- 
mily Phyfician,  and  recommended  by  the  Humane 
Society,  will  be  found  of  considerable  advantage. 
Above  all,  let  me  intreat  an  anxious  perfeverance 
in  this  fublimeft  of  all  virtues — the  attempt  to  re- 
cover perifhing  lives.  Humanity  calls  for  it  in  the 
moft  moving  accents  ;  and  what  can  infpire  a  good 
mind  with  more  fincere,  perfect,  confeientious, 
and  commendable  fatisfaclion,  than  a  retrofpe£t  of 
fuch  endeavours  as  have  been  generoufly  exerted 
and  fuccefsfully  contributed  to  re-animate  the  life 
of  a  fellow-creature  from  that  moft  deprecated  ca- 
lamity— fudden  death,  with  its  alarming  retinue  of 
threatening  confequences  to  thofe  who  die  unpre- 
pared ?  fince,  by  thus  preferving  a  finner  to  a  fu- 
ture period,  perhaps  a  foul  may  emerge  in  full  ma- 
turity to  that  felicity  which  can  have  no  end ! 

To  demonftrate  the  re-animating  power  of  the 
medicine,  experiments  may  be  made  upon  a  fowl, 
lamb,  cat,  dog,  or  other  animal,  by  plunging  them 
under  water  until  they  are  apparently  dead,  or 
piercing  them  through  the  head,  or  any  part  of  the 
body  except  the  heart ;  by  fuffocation,  or  an  elec- 
trical fhock :  for  fudden  death,  howfoever  it  hap- 
pens, whether  by  drowning  or  otherwife,  is  much 
the  fame  as  to  its  effects  on  the  vital  organs ;  con- 
fequently  they  are  all  to  be  treated  in  a  fimilar 
manner. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is  evident,  that  by  contem- 
plating the  economy  and  harmony  of  our  ftruclure, 
both  externally  and  internally,  we  may  quickly  dif- 
cern  a  proper  line  of  conduct  for  the  confervation 

of 
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of  health,  and  the  prolongation  of  life ;  and  we 
mall  alfo  perceive  a  more  auguft  view  of  the  mar- 
vellous works  of'divine  wifdom  in  the  ftruclure  of 
the  human  frame,  than  we  fhall  perhaps  again  find 
in  the  whole  compafs  of  nature.  The  gift  of 
health  was  evidently  the  defign  of  our  benignant 
Creator  in  the  conftru&icn  of  our  bodies;  it  is 
therefore  not  lefs  our  duty  than  our  interefr.  to  pre- 
ferve  this  blefling  to  our  lateft  moments,  as  the 
feafoning  and  fund  which  gives  the  relifh  to  all  our 
other  enjoyments.  To  enumerate  the  various  abufes 
of  health,  which  take  place  from  our  earlieft  in- 
fancy, particularly  among  the  rich  and  gay,  and 
which  are  continued  through  the  fucceeding  ftages 
of  modifh  life,  would  fill  a  volume.  Suffice  it  to  be 
obferved,  that  they  prevail  more  particularly  among 
people  who  are  the  moft  highly  poliihed  and  re- 
fined. To  compare  their  artificial  mode  of  living 
with  that  of  nature,  would  afford  a  very  ftriking 
contrail,  and  fupply  an  obvious  reafon  why  perfons 
in  the  lower  orders  of  fociety  are  generally  the 
Jongeft  livers,  and  enjoy  the  beft  ftate  of  health; 
and  hence  we  are  warranted  to  conclude,  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  difeafes  to  which  we  are 
fubjetled  are  produced  by  our  own  imprudence. 

Notwithstanding  this  unaccountable  abufe  of 
our  health,  yet  we  are  well  convinced,  that  the 
want  of  it  unfits  us  for  moft  of  the  common  avo- 
cations of  life,  and  is  more  efpecially  an  enemy 
to  the  focial  and  humane  affeftions,  as  it  generally 
renders  the  unhappy  fufFerer  peevifh  and  fullen, 
difgufted  at  the  allotments  of  Providence,  and  apt 
to  perpetrate  filicide,  by  fuggefting  gloomy  and 
fufpicious  fentiments  of  the  Almighty.  It  obftrucls 
the  free  exercife  and  full  improvement  of  our  rea- 
fon, makes  us  a  burden  to  our  friends,  and  ufelefs 
to  fociety.  Whereas  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment 
of  health  is  a  conftant  fource  of  good  humour,  and 
good  humour  is  a  great  friend  to  opennefs  and  be- 
nignity of  heart,  enables  us  to  encounter  the  vari- 
ous 
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ous  ills  and  difappointments  of  this  world  with 
more  courage,  or  to  fuftain  them  with  more  pati- 
ence ;  and,  in  fhort,  conduces  much,  if  we  are 
otherwife  duly  qualified,  to  our  acting  our  part  in 
every  exigency  of  life  with  more  firmnefs,  confift- 
ency,  and  dignity  ;  therefore  it  imports  us  much 
to  preferve  and  improve  the  habit  of  healthful  en- 
joyment, without  which  every  other  external  enter- 
tainment is  taftelefs,  and  moft  other  advantages  are 
of  little  avail. 

To  this  end  We  ought,  above  all  things,  to  culti- 
vate prudence,  temperance,  fobriety,  fortitude,  and 
equanimity  of  temper ;  for  without  a  prudent  care 
of  the  body,  and  a  fteady  government  of  the  mind, 
to  guard  the  one  from  difeafe,  and  the  other  from 
the  feuds  of  paihon  and  prejudice,  found  health  is 
unattainable.  By  temperance  we  enjoy  the  real 
gratifications  of  life,  without  fufFering  any  confe- 
quent  inconvenience.  Sobriety  enables  us  to  be 
content  with  fimple  and  frugal  fare,  and  protects  us 
from  the  pain  and  difgrace  of  intoxication.  Forti- 
tude enables  us  to  bear  thofe  infirmities  which  pru- 
dence and  fobriety  cannot  fliun,  and  baniflies  all 
dread  of  imaginary  evils  from  our  thoughts.  Equa- 
nimity of  temper  contributes  greatly  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  life,  as  well  as  the  conducement  to  health, 
by  preferving  the  mind  from  anxiety  and  perturba- 
tion, and  arming  us  againft  the  calumnies  and  ani- 
mofities  of  human  nature.  Violent  paflions,  ai}d 
the  exceffes  they  promote,  gradually  impair  and 
wear  away  the  conftitution  ;  whilft  the  calm  and 
placid  ftate  of  a  temperate  mind,  and  the  healthful 
exercifes  of  the  body,  preferve  the  natural  func- 
tions in  full  vigour  and  harmony,  and  exhilarate  the 
fpirits,  which  are  the  chief  inftruments  of  aclion. 
The  worft  confequences  that  could  pofhbly  refult 
from  a  ftrict  adherence  to  this  regimen,  would  be 
that  of  exterminating  a  fwarm  of  locufts,  and  of 
rendering  the  difcovery  of  my  medicine  of  much 
lefs  importance  to  the  community. 
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Let  it  not  be  faid,  that,  becaufe  this  medicine 
appears  to  be  prefcribed  for  many  diforders,  it  can 
be  good  for  none. — I  affirm,  that  every  complaint 
for  which  it  is  recommended,  originates  in  the  blood* 
or  in  objlritcled perforation.    The  action  of  the  Solar 
Tincture  is  on  the  blood  and  juices >  it  ftrikes  at 
the  root  and  not  at  the  branches ;  by  which  pecu- 
liar advantage  it  effects  a  cure  when  other  medi- 
cines fail.    For  this'reafon  the  proprietor,  unwil- 
ling to  withhold  from  the  afflicted  in  every  line  of 
life  the  benefits  of  his  difcovery,  has  determined  to 
render  it  to  the  public  at  only  7s.  6d.  the  fmall,  and 
13s.  the  large,  bottles,  duty  included,  with  ample 
directions  in  every  complaint  for  which  it  ought  to 
be  adminiftered*— A  fingle  bottle  will  in  many 
cafes  perform  a  fpeedy  cure,  wrhen,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  medical  practice,  it  would  occupy,  a 
month,  and  coft  many  pounds  for  unneceffary  at- 
tendance, and  an  excefs  of  drugs.    The  powTders, 
is.  6d.  each  packet. 

•  Sold  by  the  Patentee  and  Inventor,  E.  SIBLY, 
M.  D.  at  his  Houfe,  No.  ij  Upper  Titchfield 
Street,  Fitzroy-Square,  London;  where  ad- 
vice is  given,  either  perfonal,  or  by  letter,  (port 
paid)  and  where  Retailers  of  Patent  Medicines  are 
particularly  desired  to  direct  their  orders. 

fjCr*  It  is  neceflary  the  purchafers  of  the  above 
Medicine  take  notice,  that  the  bottles  are  thus 
marked  :-Dr.  SIBLY's  SOLAR  TINCTURE,  by 
his  MAJESTY 's"RO Y A L  LETTERS  PATENT; 
and  that  each  bill  of  directions  is  certified  by  the 
Doctor's  fignature  in  writing.  lie  cannot  anfvver 
for  any  other  being  genuine. 
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DESCRIPTION    OF   THE  PLATES, 

ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  REFERENCES. 


The  front  View  of  the  exterior 
Mufcles,p.  1 1 8. 

1  Frontalcs. 

2  Orbicularis  palbcbrx. 

3  Zygomaticus  major. 

4  Nafalcs  labii  fupcrior 

5  Depreflbr  labii  inferior. 

6  DeprcfTor  angoli  oris. 

7  Platifma  myoides. 

8  Pcfloralis. 

9  Latifiimus  dorfi. 

10  Scrratus  magnus. 

11  Extcrnus  obliquus  abdominis. 

12  Rcfli  abdominis. 

13  Pyrainiriales. 
14.  Linca  alba# 

15  Gracilis. 

16  Adductor  longus  tricipkis  femoris. 

17  Pcctineus. 

18  Pfoas  magnus. 

j  9  Illiacus  internus. 

20  Sartorius. 

21  Glutxus  mcdius. 

22  Fafcialis. 

23  Vaftus  cxtemus. 

24  Rectus  feindria. 

25  Vaftus  intcrnus. 

26  Pars  bicipitis. 

27  Pars  gartrocnemii. 

28  Solcus. 

29  Pcroncus  longus. 

30  Extenfot  longus  digitorum  pedis. 

3 1  Tibialis  anticus. 

32  Dcltoidcs. 

33  Triceps. 

34  Biceps. 

35  Brachixus  exlernus. 

36  .Supinator  longus. 

37  Pronator  rotundi  radii. 

38  Radialis  internus. 

39  Palmaris  longus. 

40  Sublimis. 

41  Ulnaris  internus. 

42  Abductor  longus  pollicis. 

43  Radialis  externus  longus. 


The  back  View  of  the  exterior 
Mufcles,Ji.  1 19. 

1  Temporalis. 

2  Maftoidxus. 

3  Trapezius. 

4  Deltoides. 

5  Brachials! 

6  Gemellus. 

7  Palmoris  longus; 

8  Sublimis. 

9  Ulnaris  internus. 

10  Radialis  extcrnus  longior. 

11  Extenfor  communis  digitorum. 

12  Infra  fpinatus. 

13  Lariflimus  dorfi. 

14  Obliquus  extcrnus  abdominis. 

15  Gluteus  medius. 

16  Glutaeus  major. 

17  Gracilis. 

18  Adductor  magnus  femoris. 

19  Semitcndinofus. 
:o  Biceps  Cruris. 

21  Vaftus  extcrnus. 

22  Gaftrocnemius. 

23  Solcus. 

24  Tcndo  Achillis. 


A  View  of  the  Situation  of  tie 
Thoracic  and  Abdominal  V'fce-, 
ra,  the  Omentum  being  removed, 
A  '33- 

1  The  larynx. 

2  The  internal  jugular  vein. 

3  The  fubclavian  vein. 

4  The  vena  cava  defcendeni. 

5  The  right  auricle  of  the,  heart. 

6  The  right  ventricle. 

7  Part  of  the  left  ventricle. 

8  The  aorta  afcendens. 

9  The  arteria  pulmonalis. 

10  The  right  lobe  of  the  lungs,  part 
of  which  is  cut  off  to  (hew  the  great 
blood  vcflels. 

11  The  left  lobe  of  the  lungs. 

12  The  diaphragm. 

13  The  liver. 

14  The  ligamcntum  rotundum. 

15  The  gall  bladder. 

16  The  ftomach  prefled  by  the  liv« 
towards  the  left  fide. 

T7  The  fmall  guts. 
18  Tbcfplcen. 


GLOSSARY 

O  F 

TERMS    USED    IN  PHYSIC. 


ABDOMEN,  the  cavity  of  the  body  from  the  diaphragm  to  the 

os  pubis 
Abforby  to  drink,  confume. 

Abforbents,  veflels  to  convey  the  nourifliment  from  the  interlines, 
and  the  fecreted  fluids  and  from  the  various  cavities  into 
the  mafs  of  blood. 

Abjlergents,  cleanfing. 

Acetabulum,  the  focket  for  the  head  of  the  thigh-bone. 
Acid,  four,  fharp,  oppofite  to  alkali. 
Acrimony,  fharpnefs,  tartnefs. 
Acutt,  fharp,  pointed. 
Adufi,  warm,  dry. 

AZthery  a  fine  fluid,  fuppofed  in,  and  above  our  grofs  air,  even 

as  far  as  the  fixed  ftars. 
Agitation,  brifk  motion ;  philosophically,  it  is  internal  as  well  as 

external. 
Alexipharmky  expelling  poifon. 
Aliment y  nourifliment. 

Alkali,  a  fixed  fait  from  calcined  plants,  oppofite  to  acid. 
Alternate,  by  turns. 

Anafarca,  dropfy  between  the  fkin  and  mufcles. 
Angina,  a  tumor  in  the  throat. 
Anodyne,  medicine  to  eafe  pain. 
Anterior,  fomething  before  another. 
Anthelminthics 
Antielminihics 

Antifcoibutic,  againft  the  fcurvy. 
Anus,  the  fundament. 
Aorta,  the  great  artery  from  the  heart. 
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medicines  to  kill  worms. 
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Aperient,  opening. 

Aphtha,  fmall  whitilh  ulcers  in  the  mouth. 
Aftoneurojis,  the  tendon  or  tail  of  a  mufcle. 
Aqueous  humour,  one  of  the  humours  of  the  eye. 
Aqueous  property,  the  fluid  or  watery  property. 
Artery,  a  canal  that  receives  the  blood  from  the  heart. 
Afpera  arteria,  the  wind  pipe. 

AJimilate,    \      ch        ^  food  .       ^  j,   f  d 
AJJimdation,  j 

AJlriclion,  a  lightening  or  leflening. 
Ajlringent,  medicines  that  bind  up. 

Atraliilai  ian,  an  epithet  given  to  people  of  a  dark  complexion, 
black  hair,  fpare  habit,  &c.  which  arife  from  the  atra  bilis, 
or  black  bile. 

Atiraclion,  drawing  to. 

Attrition,  grinding,  wearing. 

Auricle  of  the  heart,  an  orifice  of  the  heart. 

B 

Balfa/nic,  ba'fam-like. 

Bezoardic  medicines,  cordial  antidotes. 

Bile  or  gall,  a  fluid  which  is  fecretcd  by  the  liver  into  the  gall- 
bladder, and  from  thence  pafles  into  the  inteftines  in  order 
to  promote  digeftion. 

Bilious,  full  of  bile,  choler. 

Bronchia,  pipes  in  the  lungs  frorn  the  wind-pipe, 

C 

Cachexy,  ill  ftate  of  body  by  indifpofition  of  the  fluids, 
Cacochymio,  an  unhealthy  ftate  of  the  body. 
Calcine,  to  burn. 

Calculus,  a  {tone,  {tone  in  the  bladder. 
Cah 
Ca 

Canal,  a  paflage,  pipe,  through  which  fluids  run. 
Canina  dentes,  the  dog  teeth,  the  corner  teeth, 
Capillamenta,  fmall  hairs  or  threads. 
Capillary,  hair  like. 
Caput,  the  head. 


"~ya  .  \  the  upper  part  of  the  head. 
,alvarta  J 
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Caries,  rotten nefs  of  a  bone. 
Carminative,  medicines  that  expel  wind. 
Carotides,  the  name  of  two  arteries. 
Carpus,  the  wrift. 
Cartilage,  a  griftle. 

Cartilago  lunata,  a  cartilage  between  the  bones  of  the  leg. 
Caruncle,  a  little  piece  of  flefli,  fometimes  natural,  fometimes 
preternatural. 

Catarrh,  a  defluxion  of  fliarp  ferum  from  the  glands  about  the 

head  and  throat. 
Cathartics,  purging  medicines. 
Cavernous,  full  of  hollow  places. 
Cavity,  hollow  nefs. 
Cauflic,  burning  medicines. 
Ccllula,  a  little  cell. 

Cephalic,  good  for  the  head,  belonging  to  it. 

Ceratoghffus,  mufcle  of  the  tongue  that  draws  it  back. 

Cerebellum,  the  hind  part  of 

Cerebrum,  the  brain. 

Cerebri  galea,  the  fkull. 

Cervical,  belonging  to 

Cervix,  the  neck. 

Chaos,  a  confufed  heap  of  things. 

Choro'ides  plexus,  the  foldings  of  the  carotid  artery. 

Chronic  difeafe,  of  long  continuance. 

Chyle,  a  milky  fluid  feparated  from  the  aliment  in  the  inteltines, 
and  conveyed  by  the  abforbents  into  the  blood  to  fupply  the 
wade  of  the  animal  body,  and  is  that  juice  which  the  food  is 
immediately  converted  into  digeflion. 

Ciiiare  ligamentum,  a  collection  of  fmall  flender  fibres  round  the 
chrvftalline  humour. 

J 

Cilium,  the  edge  of  the  eye-lid  whence  the  hairs  grow. 
Ci'  culate,  to  move  round. 

Circulation,  the  motion  of  the  blood  which  is  driven  by  the  heart 
through  the  arteries  and  returns  by  the  veins. 
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Clavicle,  or  channel  bone,  the  long  bone  that  ties  the  top  o(  thr 

fhoulder  to  the  breaft. 
Coagvhm,  the  thick  part  of  the  blood  that  fwims  in  th^  ferum 

when  cold. 

Cochlea,  the  inner  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  ear. 

Cohere,  to  ftick  together. 

Collateral,  that  refts  on  the  fides. 

Comprefs,  to  fqueeze  clofe. 

Concha,  the  winding  within  the  ear,  &c. 

Condylus,  a  joint,  knuckle,  or  the  knobs  on  bones. 

Congeal,  to  freeze  or  grow  thick. 

Conglobata  glandule,  a  gland  fubfifting  by  itftlf. 

Congloimrata  glandula,  is  that  which  confifts  of  feveral  glands. 

Conjunfliva  tunica,  the  outer  ccat  of  the  eye. 

Covfolidatc,  to  cement  together. 

Coniraelion,  flu  inking,  or  drawing  together. 

Contra clorcs  ahe  ttaji,  mufcles  which  draw  the  nofc  down. 

Conttifion  beating,  orbruifing. 

Convnljion,  a  motion  of  the  mufcles  independent  on  the  will, 
Coronalis  futttra,  a  future  on  the  crown  of  the  head. 
Corroborate,  to  ftrengthen. 
Cofite,  the  ribs. 

Conic  or  acetabulum,  the  fockct  of  the  hip-bone. 
Coxendix,  the  hip  bone. 
Cutis,  the  (kin. 
Cranium,  the  (kuU. 

Crif.a,  a  twifted,  crooked,  fpiral  eminence  in  the  middle  of  the 
fpine  of  the  omoplatc. 

Critical  days,  4,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  14,  17,  21 — all  febrile  com- 
plaints take  a  decifive  change  at  thefe  periods.j 

Crotaphitc  mufcle,  the  temporal  mufcle. 

Crijla  galli,  part  of  the  os  cthmoides,  refembling  the  comb  of  a 

cock. 
Crudity,  rawnefs. 

Crura,  legs,  alfo  the  two  beginnings  of  the  brain. 
Chryjlflllinc  humour,  the  tranfparent  humour  of  the  eye. 
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Cubitis,  that  part  of  the  arm  from  the  elbow  to  the  wrift,  alfo  the 

bone  in  that  part  of  the  arm. 
Curve,  crooked,  bent,  uneven. 

D 

Deflation,  fwallowing. 

Delirium,  a  diforder  of  the  mental  faculties. 

Denfe,  thick. 

Deobjlruent,  a  medicine  that  removes  obftructions. 

Deprimens,  a  mufcle  that  pulls  the  globe  of  the  eye  downwards. 

Diaphoretic,  medicines  cauling  fweat. 

Diaphragm,  the  tranfverfe  mufcle  that  divides  the  body  into  two 
cavities,  viz.  the  thorax  and  abdomen;  the  midriff. 

DiarthroJIs,  a  loofe  joining  of  bones,  fit  for  motion. 

Dtajlole,  ufed  for  the  dilitation  of  the  heart,  artery. 

Digeftion  [animal],  diflblution  of  food  in  the  ftomach  for  nutri- 
ment to  the  body. 

Dilate,  to  extend  or  grow  bigger. 

Difcutient  medicines,  diffolving  and  driving  away  grofs  matter. 

Dijlocate,  to  put  out  of  joint. 

Di/lort,  to  pull  away  on  one  fide. 

Diuretic,  medicines  that  purge  by  urine. 

Dorfal,  belonging  to 

Dorfum,  the  back. 

Drafiic,  purgative  medicines  harfli  in  their  operation.  . 
Duel,  a  channel,  or  paifage. 

Dura-mater,  a  membrane  which  covers  the  brain. 

E 

Elajlic force,  explofion  of  fpirhs,  as  in  cramps. 
Elafcicity,  fpnnginefs. 

Elongation,  an  imperfect  luxation,  when  the  ligament  is  relaxed. 

Elliji/is7  an  oval 

Emaciate,  to  make  lean. 

Emetic,  medicines  that  caufe  vomiting. 

Emmenapopics  7       j-  •  ... 

c.  *      >  medicines,  provoking  the  courfes  in  women. 

Emmenagogues  J  4  0 

Emollient,  that  foftens  and  diilipates  tumours. 

Empyema,  purulent  matter  in  the  cavity  of  the  breaft. 
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Epidermis,  the  cuiicula,  or  fcarf-fkin. 
Epiglottis,  the  little  cartilage  that  covers  the  wind-pipe. 
Ethmoides  os,  a  bone  of  the  fkull  like  a  fieve. 
Excrefcence,  what  is  fuperfluous  growing  on  a  body. 
Excretion,  what  is  voided  from  the  blood,  body,  &c. 
Excretory,  fmall  duels  to  feparate  fuperfluous  matters  from  the 
juices. 

Extravafatcd,  that  is  burft  out  of  its  proper  veflels. 

F. 

Facer,  excrements. 

Fauces,  the  upperpart  of  the  gullet.  • 

Femoris  os,  the  thigh-bone.  ' 

Filament,  fmall  thread. 

Fijfure,  a  bone  fplit  lengthways. 

Flexible,  that  may  be  bent. 

Flexor,  a  mufcle  ferving  to  bend  any  part. 

Fluid,  eafily  feparablc,  as  water,  &c. 

Fatus,  a  child  not  born. 

Foramen,  an  orifice. 

Foramen  uarium,  the  noftrils. 

■  optician,  a  hole  in  the  os  fpheroides,  by  which  the  optic 

nerve  pafles. 

 ovale  ojfis  occipitis,  the  great  hole  of  the  os  occi/iitu,  through 

which  the  medulla  J/iinalis  partes. 
Foramina  lacera,  are  two  holes  in  the  os  fphcr aides,  by  which  the 

third  pair,  fourth  pair,  firft  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  the 

fixth  pair  of  nerves  pafs. 
Frenulum,  the  ligament  of  the  tongue,  a  diminutive  of 
Frarnum,  a  bridle,  the  ligament  of  the  penis. 
Frontis  os,  the  fore  part  of  the  fkuli. 
Fungus,  fpungy  flefli  in  a  wound. 

G. 

Gajlrocnemius  1  cxtcrnus  1  ^  m  ^  fo^ 

Gajlrocnemius  )  internus  j 

Gemoglojfi,  a  pair  of  mufcles  arifing  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
chin,  and  inferled  into  the  bafis  of  the  tongue. 
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Ginglymus,  a.k\nd  of  articulation,  when  a  bone  both  receives  and 

is  received. 
Gland,  a  kernel  in  the  fltfh. 

Glojfo-Jlaphylinus,  Falfalvee,  a  mufcle  of  the  uvula  that  moves  it 
fideways. 

Gonorrhea,  the  running  of  the  reins,  the  flowing  of  the  feed  with- 
out any  erection  of  the  fienis. 

R. 

Helix,  the  circular  or  fpiral  rim  of  the  ear. 
humeri  os,  the  bone  in  the  upper  part  of  the  arm. 
Hyjiocondriac  vifcera,  the  liver  fpleen,  fo  termed  by  their  fituation 
in  the  /y/iocondnac,  the  upper  or  lower  parts  of  the  belly. 

T^W^fX. ,  ~i  the  bone  of  the  tongue. 

Hy/rflloules  J  6 

I. 

Ichor,  thin  bad  matter. 

Ilium  os,  the  upper  part  of  the  bone  called  os  innominatunu 
Imjiofihume,  a  gathering  together  of  corrupt  matter. 
Incide,  to  cut. 

Jncifores  denies,  the  fore  teeth,  cutters. 
IncraJJate,  to  thicken. 

Incus,  the  anvil,  or  little  bone  of  the  ear  that  the  malleus  ftrikes 
upon. 

Inflammation,  a  furcharge  of  blood,  and  an  increafed  action  of  the 

veflels  in  any  particular  part  of  the  body. 
Intejlines,  guts. 

Intejlinum  reclum,  the  ftrait  gut. 

Inverfe,  when  the  antecedents  are  turned  into  confequents,  and  » 

the  contrary. 
Iris,  the  circle  about  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 
Ifchium  os,  the  hip-bone. 
Jugular,  veins,  &c.  of  the  throat. 

L. 

Labyrinth,  the  fecond  cavity  of  the  ear. 
Lacerated,  torn. 

LambMdes,  a  future  of  the  fkull. 

Y 
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Lamina,  a  fcale  or  plate. 
Languid,  weak. 

Larynx,  the  top  of  the  wind-pipe. 
Lateral,  fide-ways. 

Lens,  the  cryftalline  humour  of  the  eye. 
Ligament,  a  tie. 
Ligature,  a  bandage. 

Linea  mcdiana,  a  feam  down  the  middle  of  the  tongue. 
Lithiafis,  the  generation  of  {tones,  a  perfon  who  has  the  {tone. 
Lobe,  the  tip  of  the  ear,  alfo  divifions  of  the  lungs  and  liver. 
Longitudinal  future,  from  one  fide  of  the  fkull  to  the  other. 
Lubricate,  to  make  flippery. 
Lumbar,  pertaining  to  the  loins. 

Lymphatic  vejfels,  ")  are  (lender,  pellucid  tubes,  conveying  a  tranf- 

Lym/ilicdufls,        3  parent  fluid,  like  water,  to  feveral  veins. 

Malleolus  interims,  the  inner  ancle. 

Mammct,  the  breads  of  a  woman. 

Majlication,  chewing. 

Matrix,  the  womb. 

Maxilla,  the  jaw. 

Maxillaris  glandula,  a  gland  near  the  jaw. 
Meatus,  a  paflage. 

Meatus  auditor ius,  paflage  into  the  ear. 

Mechanical  ajfeclions,  fuch  properties  as  arife  from  the  figure,  bulk, 

*>.-  motion  of  the  parts. 
Medulla  cerebri,  the  marrow  of  the  brain. 
■  oblongata,  the  beginning  of  the  fpinal  marrow. 

 fpinalisy  marrow  of  the  back. 

Medullary,  belonging  to  the  marrow. 

Membrane,  a  web  of  feveral  forts  of  fibres  interwoven  together, 

for  the  covering  of  the  mufcles,  bowels,  &c. 
Metatarfus,  the  middle  of  the  foot. 
Molares  dentcs,  the  grinders. 
Mucilaginous,  flimy. 

Mucus,  the  flimy  liquor,  or  moiftarc  flowing  into  the  noftrils. 
Mufcle,  a  bundle  of  threads  fattened  together*  by  which  motion 

is  performed. 
Mufcut.  s  reflus,  the  ftraitmufcle  of  the  abdomen. 
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Mufculus  orbicularis,  a  mufcle  that  fhuts  both  eye-lids,  and  a 
mufcle  that  draws  both  lips  together. 

 fu/ierbus,  a  mufcle  that  pulls  the  globe  of  the  eye  upward. 

Myope,  fliort  fight. 

Myfentery,  a  double  membrane,  which  connects  the  inteflines  to 
the  back-bone. 

N. 

Narcotics,  medicines  which  produce  fleep. 
Nares,  the  nofe. 

Nature,  the  difpofition  of  a  body,  the  effence  And  attributes  of  a 
thing. 

Nerve,  arifingfrom  the  brain,  whereby  fenfation  and  fpontaneous 

motion  are  conveyed  to  the  body. 
Nervous,  irritable. 

Neurotics,  medicines  againft  difeafes  of  the  nerves 
Nitre,  volatile  fait  of  the  air. 
Nutrition,  nourifhment. 

O. 

Oblique,  awry,  crooked. 

Obliquus  fujierior,  a  mufcle  of  the  head. 

-  ■     ■ »  major  oculi,  a  mufbl»,  di awing  the  eye  forward,  and 

turning  its  pupil  downward. 
■  minor  oculi,  drawing  the  globe  of  the  eye  forward,  and 

turning  its  pupil  upward. 
Obftrudion,  ftoppage,  hindrance. 
Obtufe,  blunt. 

Occipital,  belonging  to  the  hinder  part  of  the  headi 

Occipitis  os,  the  bone  of  the  head  behind. 

Odour,  fmell,  fweet  perfume. 

Oefophagus,  the  gullet. 

Olfaclory  nerves,  in  the  nofe  for  fmelling. 

Omoplata,  the  fhoulder-blade. 

Optic,  belonging  to  fight. 

Orbiculari  os,  a  bone  of  the  ear;  and  alfo  of  the  car/ius. 

Orbiculus,  the  tip  of  the  nofe. 

Oi  biter  cxternus,  a  hole  in  the  cheek-bone. 

Y  z 


174  GLOSSARY,  CSV. 

Organ  of  fenfe,  where  the  fenfation  is  placed;  in  vifion,  the  eye; 

hearing,  the  ear,  &c. 
Orifice,  the  opening  or  mouth,  as  of  the  ftomach,  of  a  wound,  of 

a  vein. 

OJJif cation,  the  time  that  cartilages,  &c.  begin  to 
OJJify,  grow  bony,  change  to  a  bone. 

P. 

Paljielra,  eye  lid. 
Panniculus,  membrane. 

■  ■»  carnofus,  a  membrane  that  covers  the  body  of  other  ani- 
mals between  the  Ikin,  and  membrana  adijiofa,  only  in  man's 
face. 

Pajiilla,  a  teat,  bread. 
Pa/iillary,  belonging  to  the  bread. 
Parotic  glanJula,  glands  under  the  ear. 
Patilla,  the  knee  pan. 

Pelvis,  the  bones  fituated  at  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk,  refemb- 

ling  a  bafon. 
Penis,  the  yard. 

Pericranium,  the  membrane  that  covers  the  Ikull. 

Pericardium,  membrane  containing  the  heart. 

Perio/lrum,  the  membrane  which  covers  the  bones. 

Peritoneum,  a  membrane  lining  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  and  co-« 

vering  the  belly. 
Petrofum  os,  temple  bones. 
Per  fc,  by  himfelf,  by  itfelf. 

Halanx   7  fmaU  bon£S  of  the  fingers  and  toes 
Phalanges  J 

Phenomena,  extraordinary  appearance. 
Pharynx,  the  upper  part  of  the  gullet. 
Pharyngrfus,  a  mufcle  of  the  pharynx. 
Phlogijlon,  air  unfit  for  refpiration. 
Phlegmatic,  watery,  relaxed. 
Pia-matcr,  the  inmoft  cover  of  the  brain. 
Plethoric,  replete  with  blood. 

Pleura,  the  membrane  (hat  lines  the  cavity  of  the  thorax. 
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Poly/ius,  a  difeafe,  excrefence,  or  a  fubftance  formed  of  a  coagu- 

lable  lymph,  frequently  found  in  the  large  blood  veffels. 

Pores,  giving  a  paffage  to  the  hair,  fweat,  &c. 

Prejbytia,  when  one  fees  better  at  a  diftance  than  near. 

Preternatural,  not  natural,  accidental. 

Prominence    1        .  .  .    c  .,. 

>  the  jutting  out  or  a  thing. 

Protuberance  J 

Pulmonary  artery,  a  veffel  that  conveys  the  blood  from  the  heart 
to  the  lungs. 

Puncla  lachrymalia,  holes  in  the  great  corner  of  the  eye,  one  in 
each  fide,  leading  to  the  lachrymal  bag,  affording  paflages  for 
the  tears  into  the  nofe. 

Puntlure,  a  wound  by  the  point  of  an  inftrument- 

Pujifiis,  a  vein  behind  the  head. 

Pus,  matter  contained  in  a  boil. 

Putrefaclion,  corruption. 

Pyramid,  fpire-like. 

Q. 

Quadruped,  a  four-footed  beaft. 

R. 

Rwmla    1  branches  to  the  tongue  from  the  jugular  vein. 
Ranulares  } 

Reclum,  the  ftreight  gut  in  which  the  faeces  are  contained. 
Reclus  fujierior,  a  mufcle  of  the  eye. 
Regurgitate,  to  fwallow  again. 

Refjiiration,  the  alternative  dilatation  and  contraction  of  the  tho- 
rax, whereby  the  air  is  received  in,  and  driven  out  of  the 
lungs. 

Retina  tunica,  a  coat  of  the  eye. 
Rima,  a  fiflure,  or  chink,  a  cleft. 

S. 

Sacrum  os,  the  foundation  of  the  back  bone. 

Sagittal  future,  a  feam  in  the  fkull  reaching  from  the  lambdoidal 

to  the  coronal  future. 
Saliva,  the  fluid  fecreted  in  the  glands  of  the  mouth. 
Sarius,  a  thin  bad  matter  difcharged  from  an  ill-conditioned  fore. 
Scirrhous,  a  ftate  of  difeafed  hardnefs. 
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Sen/orium,  organ  of  fenfe. 
Septum  cordis,  divifion  of  the  heart. 
Septum  narium,  the  divider  of  the  noftrils. 
Scrofity,  refembling- 

Serum,  whey,  or  the  watery  part  of  the  blood. 
Sefamoiilea  ojfa,  very  fmall  bones  in  the  articulation  of  the  hands 
and  feet. 

Stmts;  a  cavity  or  hollow  place  between  the  veflels. 
Slough,  a  part  feparated  and  thrown  off  by  fuppuration. 
Sojtoriferous,  caufing  fleep. 
Spafm,  a  difeafed  contraction. 
Specific,  particular. 
Sjiine,  the  back-bone. 

Spina  dorji,  the  protuberance  of  the  vertebra  toward  the  hind 
part. 

Spiral  Hue,  fuch  as  a  rope  coiled  up. 
Spongy,  porous,  like  a  fponge. 

Squamofa  fatura,  when  the  bones  are  joined  aflope  like  fcales,  go 

one  over  another. 
Sternum,  the  breaft-bone. 

Stranguary,  floppage  of  urine,  when  it  only  comes  drop  after  drop. 
Sttatum  Juper  Jiiatum,  lay  upon  lay. 

Struflurc,  the  refult  of  all  the  qualities  of  matter  in  any  body, 

which  diflinguifli  it  from  all  others. 
Styhglojft,  a  pair  of  mufcles  that  lift  up  the  tongue. 
Styhides,  a  procefs  of  the  os  tcmporum,  refembling  a  pencil. 
Subaflringr.nt,  lefs  binding,  or  more  mild. 
Subterraneous,  under  the  earth. 
Sulphur,  brimftone. 

Su/terbus,  one  of  the  fix  pair  of  mufcles  of  the  eye,  which  lift  it 

upward. 
Supercilium,  eye-brow. 

SynchondroJIs,  articulation  of  a  joint  by  an  intervening  griftle. 
Syncope,  a  fainting  fit,  attended  with  a  compleat  abolition  of  fen- 

fation  and  thought. 
Sy/lcm,  compofition,  the  world  fo  called,  being  compofed  of  all 

things. 

Syftole,  contraction  of  the  heart. 
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T. 

Tabes,  a  fpecies  of  coiifumption. 
Tar/us,  the  ancle. 

Temporum  offa,  the  bones  of  the  temples. 
Tendinous,  belonging  to 

Tendon,  the  extremity  of  a  mufcle,  whereby  the  voluntary  motion 

of  the  members  is  chiefly  performed. 
Tenafmus,  a  continual  defire  of  going  to  ftool. 
Terebinthinous,  refembling 
Teiebinthina,  turpentine. 
Texture,  compofure,  frame. 

Thorax,  the  middle  cavity  of  the  body,  the  breaft. 

Thyroides  cartilago,  a  cartilage  of  the  larynx. 

Tonfillce,  almonds  of  the  ears. 

Tragus,  a  little  eminence  of  the  ear.  < 

Trapex>oides  os,  or  trapezium,  a  fmall  bone  of  the  wrifh 

Traumatic  medicine,  a  vulnerary. 

Trochlea,  the  griflle  through  which  one  of  the  tendons  that  move 

the  eye  pafles  contracted. 
Tuberojity,  the  bunching  out  of  fome parts  of  the  body;  aifo  full 

of  knots  and  bunches. 
Tumca,  a  little  coat,  chiefly  of  the  eye. 
Tunica  cornea,  the  horny  coat  of  the  eye. 
Turbinata  offa,  the  inferior  lamellar  of  the  nofe. 

V. 

Valves,  are  little,  thin,  membraneous  fubftances  difcovered  in 
fcveral  veflels  of  the  body,  which,  like  folding-doors  open  and 
give  free  paflage  to  the  fluids  move  one  way,  but  will  not  fuffer 
them  to  return. 

Vagina,  a  (heath,  the  neck  of  the  womb., 

Vena  cava,  the  great  vein. 

Ventricle,  the  ftomach. 

Vermifuge,  worm  -defttoyer. 

Vertebra,  the  chain  of  bones  reaching  from  the  head  to  the  os 

faaum ;  they  are  twenty-four  in  number. 
Vertex,  the  top  of  the  head,  or  of  any  thing. 
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Veftibuhm,  a  cavity  in  the  bone  of  the  ear,  called  os /letrofum. 
Vibrate,  to  fwing,  like  the  pendulum  of  a  clock. 
Virulent,  poifonous. 
Vifccra,  the  bowels. 
Vifcld)  tough. 
Vitreous,  refembling 
Vitrum,  glafs. 
Volatile,  flying. 

Ureters,  two  long  and  fmall  canals,  which  convey  the  urine  from, 

the  kidnies  to  the  bladder. 
Urctha,  the  channel  which  convevs  the  urine  from  the  bladder. 
Uvea,  one  of  the  coats  of  the  eye  refembling  the  fkin  of  a  grape, 
Vulnerary,  medicines  for  wounds. 

X. 

Xiphoides  cartilago,  a  griftle  of  the  breaft  refembling  a  fword. 

Z. 

Zygomatic  mufclc,  of  the  face. 


